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DIRECTOR, FBI 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, INFO CONCERNING. DAYLE 



WATERS. SECRETARY, LABORERS UNION, HAS FORWARDED A CIRCULAR 
LETTER BEING DISTRIBUTED BY THE LOCAL ACLIT CHAPTER CONTAINING 
THE WALTER-MC CARRAN IMMIGRATION LAW AND APPEALING FOR SUPPORT 
OF A MOVEMENT TO OPPOSE IT. ENCLOSED WITH THE LETTER IS A 
MODEL RESOLUTION WHICH IT IS URGED BE ADOPTED BY -ORGANIZATIONS. * 4* 
THIS RESOLUTION STATES QUOTE WHEREAS THE WALTER-MC CARRAN ACT 
HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY MANY GROUPS AND PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS, 
AMONG WHITS ARE PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, EX-PRESIDENT TRUMAN, THE 
PRESIDENT 1 S COMMISSION, CHURCHES, LEADING NATIONALITY ORGANIZATIONS?^ 
AND LABOR UNIONS; AND WHEREAS, THIS ACT DISCRIMINATES IN IMMIGmTlVf^ 
QUOTAS UPON THE BASIS OF RACE, €REED AND NATIONAL ORIGIN; AND 
" WHEREAS, IT DENIES TO NATURALIZED CITIZENS AND NON-CITIZENS MANY 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS AND STANDARDS OF FAIRNESS THAT WE 
HAVE COME TO 'REGARD AS BELONGING TO EVERYONE f AND WHEREAS, AMERICA'S 
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PAGE TWO . 

WEALTH AND GREATNESS TODAY ARB THE PRODUCT OF THE WORK AND SKILLS 
OP IMMIGRANTS, WHO THEREFORE DESERVE NOT TO BE TREATED AS SECOND- 
CLASS CITIZENS; AND WHEREAS, CONGRESS HAS RECENTLY ADJOURNED 
WITHOUT DEALING IN ANY SIGNIFICANT WAY WITH THE REVISION OF THE 
WALTER -MC CARRAN ACT; THEREFORE BE IT SOLVED, THAT THIS BODY 
GOES ON RECORD. AS OPPOSED TO THXS LAW, AND IN FAVOR OF ITS 
THOROUGH REVISION, AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT DELEGATIONS 
OF OUR MEMBERSHIP CALL UPON CONGRESSMEN FROM THIS AREA TO PROTEST 
THE ACT AND TO CALL FOR ITS REVISION; AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
THAT COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION BE SENT TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, 
OUR SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN, OTHER INTERESTED ORGANIZATIONS-, 
AND THE PRESS. 

MALONE 
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August 14, 1953 



Mr. Louis B. iTichols 
Assistant to the Director 
Federal Bureau of "Investigation 
Justice Department ' 
Washington 25, D. C- 



My dear Mr. ffichols: 



I am attaching herewith a* copy of a press releas 
issued by" the Union on August 10th, which might 
of interest to you« 



Very trtOg^yours , 



e 

be 




'virig Ferman ■ • 
Director, Washington, D.C. 
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^eckly Bulletin #16CS 



Alan Rtltfflon, PflbJfc Motions Dlncier 

August 

EEtt 3ECVRITY INFORMATION ORDER HAITJ5D BY ACLU 



24, 1953/^ ^e' 



The American Civil Liberties Union said this week that "significant changes" 
[ have beln^os^ St Ssenhower Admnistration £ or the ^^.«^ fc 

security information, which "appear to safeguard both the public's right to know 
I about government opsrations and national security." 

The Union presented its comments in a letter to President Eisenhower signed 
by executive di?ecU Patrick Kurphy^alin. The ^^.^^^S^^ 
proposed order on June 17, requested government agencies and private individuals ana 
organizations to sibrait their views* 



The new ci-c'o", the ACW s^d, ^^%^^^^i^^iTit7^^ciaa 
original order of PwsWe ™* of %S£o£ options as well as defend tho 

^ti^ 

%££2S£^. rSLt S r h fSo/of agencies havin g classify _ 
security information, 

IuthbB^°^^ whSjTfcho-nQw order is 

„Ono of our objections VrMio original or^er, tnat rcduoing thQ^r 

vdth freedom of the pros., •^^^^ classify information. Tnxr 
number of government agencies iho will mtcrial for tho purpose of 

cW, and tho provision for '•-^-^ a ^jftto tnolnteresta of national 
moving tho tnc pross to better carry out its 

the public ful* and accurate* 

•informed 

A ZnfSSaaSStoort has blocked to York City iWdng ^^^J^" 
tin" into offoct the Gwinn am^ont^^r^^O^^; ^ all federally sup- 
ported housing projects to oi$ affadavits that thoy>arc not memu, rs of orgamzatior 
' on the Attorney Gentry's "subversive" latft. - / 

Tho; housing autho-titios took action on the oath in compliance with d^rcc 
«t^^^ : the federal Public Housing Administration. ?HA ha* follow into i-c^rc- 
s6 Sfor tho Gwinn amendment jLast December by adopting a resolution requiring tho 
affadavits o 

In rendering his advoysc decision, New Yorjc Supremo Court Justice M. Henry 
/lartuscollo held that the ?1&M resolution imrXpnonting tho or<*cr did pe^t providp 
* tenants with tho duo nrocesai 7 /ruarnrvhoafl oi tho federal and s^ats^/ 



provid 
■f=s£/ 
.d'not*/ 



„ ,„ M it _ procesai 7 guarantoo3 of tij? federal and s& 

although ruling th^^^owdmcnt vas no> a "bill of attainder (pico^ _ 
pmd.hp^g^^P ^ an organi^txfru fljjQ© ' 7a0S 

^^*^Tne case was brought hy >ytf7^ebocksr--f > rtor*?', a resident of a Brooklyn housing 
jtfoject, who sued on th * grorind^that tho authority's action was* "capricious j~arb"i- 
trary, and unreasonable 



4/ > C > 



A REGULAR WEEKLY SERVICE, \uftTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED ON REQUEST, 
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The judge held that Gongress, in attempting to exclude subversives from hous- 
ing projects, actually excluded all persons who are members of organizations that are 
designated subversive by the Attorney General* Justice Martus cello pointed out that 
the Supreme Court has questioned the constitutionality of the way in which the list 
was compiled-, He continued: " Qffil^lJ^Q 

"Such a legislative mandate should be based on a finding that the organiza- - 
tions listed have been found to be. subversive after a hearing granting all the safe- 
guards of due process as understood by our courts since the time of the adoption of 
the federal Constitution* No such hearing is provided by Executive Order 9&35 nor 
by the Gwinn amendment 

The ACLU has also brought several test cases, challenging the constitutional- 
ity of the amendment*' A preliminary injunction against the enforcement of the Gwinn. 
amendment has been ob^ained^iln "Newark, New-Jersey where, the- -case still awaits final 
determination* Other test cases have been brought by the Union in Los Angeles, Den- \d 
ver, and Buffalo, ACI^U attorneys are assisting in a Chicago test case, as they 
assisted in the Mew York City test case* 

GEORGIA LITE R ATURE , COMMISSION SCORED AS CENSORSHIP BODY 

The American Book Publishers Council has protested against the existence and 
operations of the Georgia Literature Commission, a state-app.oirlted body which acts- 
as a watchdog committee over alleged obscene literature* 

At a public hearing, Morr,±&&j^ttr£m > Atlanta attorney who represents the 
ABPG and is also an ACLU corresporfaent^dharged that the commission is "wholly un- 
necessary" and a "threat to a freen?r"ess * u 

The hearing followed in the wake of an Atlanta newsdealer's refusal to with- 
draw books on the informal protest of the commission. ' 

The R&R frews Company, a wholesale supplier of magazines, periodicals , and 
pocketbooks, recently withdrew three books — "Spring Fire.," "Women 1 s Barracks," and 
"Place Called Esterville" — when the commission found these works obscene^ The com- 
pany then issued a statoment that it would no longer withdraw titles on informal pro- 
test from the commission,, but only after a public hearing and a "finding that a par- 
ticular book or magazine is ob jectionable # " 

In his appearance at the hearing, Abram charged that the act setting up the 
commission conflicts with the Georgia constitution's guarantee -of press freedom. 
Further, he said> "in any community where the citizens and -elected public officials 
desire books banished, they can be under the law of 1£78»" 

Abram argued that the commission is "another among many new bureaus and com- 
mission^ established to -bypass constitutional procedures. Paradoxical as it may 
seem," Abram continued, "everybody's business becomes nobody's concern when unneces- 
sary laws are passed and additional bureaus are created. . .Tho -rare publisher of ob- 
scenity finds comfort that obscenity in Georgia is no longer a constitutional and 
local concern, but that of a thr oe -man' bureau. " Abram also attacked the commission's 
implied power Of pre-censorship as unconstitutional ^ " ^ 

PROTECTION OF DUE PROCESS CALLED FOR BY JUSTICE DOUGLAS 

» A new respect must be generated in this country for the guarantees of proce— 

dural due process contained in the Fifth and ^Sixth Amendments if the United States is 
to regain moral leadership abroad, Supreme Court Justice William O* Douglas declared 
recently in a speech* delivered before the American Law Institute, Critical of admin- 
is trative agencies, the courts and the press ^ Justice^ Douglas urged a .lawyers ' " - — 
■"xrrasHde" to restore procedures that "respect the dignity and worth of the individual) 7 

Seen from abroad, he said, the United States "seems alarmed, confused, and 
intolerant." Among the reasons for this" is "a growing tendency 'to take short cuts, 
to disregard the rights of individuals, to sponsor the cause of intolerance and to 
adopt jnoro and -more the tactics* of* the world forces we oppose* 

"These practices and attitudes may go unnoticed here; but they make headlines 
in Asia, They are a powerful 'Voice of America, more powerful indeed than n.ny program 
we can produce for radio broadcast. They have helped lose for .America • the command- 
ing position of moral leadership which we had at the end of World War II* * 

"If we are* to xvin the battle for men's hearts," Justice Douglas believes, "We 
need desperately to become associated, the world around, with ideas of freedom." 
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Nr. Patrick iU*5£T%n 



3^ 



• 2£0 Ji/tft Avenue ~ """" ■ -* 

i7ew Fur*: Xb-sfc " 

. Tear letter of September Sy l$53j, to ri £he 

Evening, Stair** h&&. been brought to my aZfertffm* 

May X take this opportunity to offer ny' thanks 
for your ewpres&iotls. of confidence in the F>SJ. My 



associates an4 T geriiainlp appreciate the 
Mich prompted you to< mtite thifr letter. 

Bfnger&iy lyqursjg 



tho ughtfulne^s 



ATTENTION SAC? 




ifr* Malin l s ^e^tejf to *fttfs ^s&i7©f £jf 

nfrpversy oijfef*** 
/lis letter to th& 
vef le,tt:er of 
e/otor, Washington 



newspaper /to olt the Bureau Bide in the co 
civil rights investigations* The cppy of 
newspaper was: afforded ^ the Bureau by* ax> 
Septenibev Bj : l&5^_fr^w'Ip^injgi Terman, Mr 
Office, American (Hvil Liberties Unpon* 
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MOTE: Biifile 61-290-13 refle cts -*/id^ •tA^^grJcd^i^I Liberties 
Union, has ;do:ne considerable sniping at $he Bureau -in&he §&st 
regarding wire: tapping. Considerable; cofre^po/ide^e ^as t %een had, 
however, with jofficijxls of the organisation^ \\ ^ ^ , 

Bufiie 100*56800^7 reflects that on 5-15-%$, $nr^LouVse ' 
Strong, writer, lecturer, and prominent dpologi&£ f&r^fyk Soviet 
Union and the Communist Party, addressed meetin^ii^^S^a^hmolne 
College, Pennsylvania, (note continued on nex$ : $tge jfe* 



:P 21 1955 
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September 1953 
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(Node continued ) l ' . ( * <* 

and was: accompanied to the meeting by Professor Patrick 
Murphy Matin $ Mdliji. he came director of the ACE if $ri ' 
f&tiru'firtf; 1 9S0\ ' : * 

In 1950 letters* addressed to ^rystel Fuchs 
Ileinema-rtj sister of Klaus Fuchs, from her father w&&& 
forwarded through ilalin, and in: one instance mentioned ° 
his ndme^ In 1950, Malin oppo sed tfie: Mundt Bill y tvhich 
proposed registration of* Qjymmun^i^t organizations. In 
I$5£, he expressed the opinion that employees concerning* 
whom there was any doubt regarding loyalty should be 
excluded from sensitive positions: but not from other 
positions* ; 

In tgtea <*/ tho &hove? ^ **/ X^Zin , 

not deemodtcppf^prSate^ . * / 5 ^ 
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fitr* irving Ferman 
Director 

Washington Office 
American Xlivil Liberties Union 
734r 15th Street^ Ifprthwest 
Washington^ c* : 

dear Mr* Femant 

Mr* Uichols has brought t<? uy attention 
your letter of September S s 1959^ with enclosure**,* 

We certainly appreciate your thoughtful-* F 

CO 

ness in sending along to us the copy of 2ir* Halin 's^ ^ S 
letter to *Th.e Evening Star*** 



Z9 

m 
o 

m 



~T5 



25 



Sincerely yours# 

g e ; Edgar 



— + 



NOTE: Files reflect no derogatory information concerning 
Mr*, Ferman and no corre spondence with him* 

Bufile 61-190~13 reflects thcit the American 




f 



Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 

Hollomao ft* 

Sizoo 

Hiss Gandy — 




ro 




/ALL 



BQ4RD OF DIRECTORS 

Ernest Angell 

Mrs, Katrina McCormick Barnes 

Mrs. Dorothy Dunbar Bromley 

Carl Carmer 

Richard S. Childs 

Norman Cousins 

Edward J. Ennis 

Morris L. Ernst 

John F. Finerfy 

H. William Fitelson 

James Lawrence Fly 

Osmond K. Fraenkel 

Walter Frank 

Varian Fry 

Walter Gellhorn 

Arthur Garfield Hays 

Rev. John Haynes Holmes 

B. W. Huebsch 

Rev. John Paul Jones 

Dorothy Kenyon 

James Kerney, Jr. 

Corliss Lamonf 

Merle Miller 

Herbert R. Northrup 

Merlyn S. Pitzolo 

Elmer Rice 

Whitney North Seymour 
Telford Taylor 
Norman Thomas 
J. Waties Waring 
James A. Wechsler 
William L. White 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

Sadie Alexander 
Thurman Arnold 

Bishop James Chamberlain Baker 

Man Barth 

Francis Biddle 

Julian P. Boyd 

VanWycfc Brooks 

Pearl S. Buck 

Vice Chairman 
James R, Caldwell 
Dr. Honry Seidel Canby 
Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Sfuart Chase 

Grenviile Clark - 

Prof. Henry Steelo Commager 

Morris L. Cooko 

Prof. George S. Counts 

Prof. Robert E. Cushman 

Elmer Davis 

J. Frank Dobto 

John Dos Passos 

Melvyn Douglas 

Frederick May Eliot 

Thomas H. Eliot 

Walter T. Fisher 

Rev. Harry Emorson Fosdtck 

Lloyd K. Garrison 

*x ...... . vtcc Chairman 

Dr. WiHard E. Goslin 
Or. Frank P, Graham 

Vice Chairman 

Abram L. Harris 
Earl G. Harrison 
Quincy Howe 
Palmer Hoyt 
Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
Dr. Charles S. Johnson 
Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson 
Dr. Percy L Julian 
Benjamin H. Kizer 
Dr. John A. Lapp 
Prof. Harold D. Lasswoll 
Mrs. Agnes Brown Leach 
Max Lerner 

Prof. Robert Morss Lovett 

Prof. Robert S. Lynd 

Prof. Archibald MacLelsh 

John P. Marquand 

Mike Masaoka' 

William Mauldin 

Bishop Francis J. McConnell 

Millicent C. Mcintosh 

Dr. Alexander Meikleiohn 

Dr. Karl Mennlnger 

Dr. J. Robert.Oppenheimer 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam - 

Rt. Roy. Edward L. Parsons ^ 

Vice Chairman * * 
James G. Patton 
A. Philip Randolph 
V/ill Rogers, Jr. 
Elmo Roper » 
Morris Rubin 
John Nevln Sayre 
Rt. Rev. William Scarlett 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. 
Joseph Schlossberg 
Robert E. Sherwood 
Lillian E. Smith 
Edward J. Sparling 
George R. Stewart 
Mrs. Dorofhy Tilly 
William W. Waymack 
Aubrey Williams 
Dr. William Lindsay Young 
Benjamin Youngdahl 




MERICAN CIVIL LH3ERTIES UNIO 



* 



Founded 1920 



170 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

ORegon 5-5990 



Incorporated 



Ernest Angel] Edward J. Ennis 

Chairman, Board of Directors Whitney North Seymour 
Vice Chairmen 



Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur Garfield Hays 
Oenerat Counsel 



Katrtna McCormick Barnes 
Secretary 



B. W. Huebsch 
Treosurer 



Patrick Murphy Matin. Executive DIrepor 
Alan Reitman, Assistant Director Herbert Monte Levy, Staff Counsel^ \j \ George E. Rundquist, Field Director 

Louis Joughin, Research Director Clifford Forster, Special Counsel J V V J Jeffrey E. Fuller, Membership Director 

Roger N. Baldwin, Director, International Work \> vjrvt/g Ferman, Director, Washington Office 




September 2, 1953 




Mr. Louis Nichols 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Nichols: 

I am attaching herewith a copy of a letter sent 

"by Pat Malin this day to the Editor of the Washington 

Star which might he of interest to you* 

Sine er el^your s , 



ft 





Irving. Ferman 
Director, 
Washington Office 



Enclosure 
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"AMERICAN 



CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 



Fellowship Commission Building * 260 S. 1 5th Street. Phila. 2, Pa. • KIngsley 5-4576 



, Founded in 1920, the American Civil Liberties Union, a non-profit organization, is the only national group tn the United 
States devoted wholly and solely to defending and preserving the basic civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution, 



August 21, 19£3 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 2$, D. G» 

Bear Mr. Hoover: 



¥e enclose herewith a copy of a letter to Governor Fine 
of Pennsylvania, regarding the resolution he proposed 
at the recent conference of governors. 




&r. TdlsoTi. 
Mr. Lfidd' /jl 
Mr. Nl 
Mr. Belfmont 

Mr. Clegs . 

Mr. Glayjti 

Mr. Harbp 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Gearty 

Mr.. M<>hr 

Mr. Wmterrowd 

Tele. Room. __y 

Mr. Holloman^L 
Miss GqMyjdL^ 

■ — im 



As you see we are convinced of the necessity and 
propriety of federal investigation of alleged" violations 
of constitutional rights. 



Sincerely yours* 




Spenca3^fgb xe_ - OA- 

Executive director r ^ J 
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. _ - Philadelphia 2-,. Pennsylvania 



August 21 A 29^3 



Stat© of TennSylvaiiia. 



Bear" Governor Unet 



last tieek. tfto iiaeridan Qivil. ^berties. Union wrote you isa 
<mHW its convictipa that federal investigation into 
violations of civil, rights in the States is justif ie$ Tiheii 
^apparent violatiptt 2tes been shown* The Grater 
Ihiladelphia Branch ^ApLJI.joing with our national . . - 
organization in taking issue with ,y©Ur resolution 7 it the 
regent governor's conference which, bjr implication chaliejiges 

propriety of federal intervention to protect ths 
constitutional rights &f «itiasns wheft the. state's; fail to dp 
so. the AQLU,, jou fta£ be; sure, regret* $h&% federal ' : 
r intervention sometimes ^ lailur.s..df state 

:|g0?teiQ.S to act then- constitutional rights have .been- invaded* 
Pr|JBary rpspSnsibillty for safeguarding these rights rejaains 
with. ihg 3ocal\i&d^§tata agencies* " 

JHirtheraore we dp. £6* see. thai the EHt has any alternative 
to investigating if violatloas of ^oonstiiutional rights are 
alleged*. » ; " 

In View of your reeerit m??& ending- discritaiiiatioife in- the ' 
National Guard, and State Police,, arid in view of your vigorous, 
championship of $BPC legislation, we- asp surprised and 
disheartened that you should propose a step whos.eV|)ra(sticai 
Iffect. might be to ^weaken |he guarantees Of due^dcess of 
law and - equality q$. persons .^fcioh the &onst£i»tion provides 
top all. .^ric&a oitissejas* 

* * • Sincerely tQV&fi? ' 



Spencer Cose 
Executive B^eetois? 

6s| Sdgar-IJpbver . , jf^. ^^j? Q ***** ^*/3 
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ACLU. DEFENDS .NEED FOR" FBI PROBES INTO V IOIATIONS OF CITCL . RIGHTS IN STATES 

The American Civil Liberties Union this week strongly defended the need for 
federal investigation by the FBI into violations of civil rights in the states,* 

The Union wrote to Pennsylvania Governor John S fine, who at o *g e J°™^ ' s 
Conference on August 3 attacked federal civil rights laws and FBI P£ b " " 
states, that "the sole reason for federal intervention xs ^ al ^ o ^ e ,^^ e 0t 
state agencies, to act in cases where individual rights may have been xnvaded* 

"Certainly the federal government has the power to protect eltiM ^« 

deprivation of their rights, and when such occassibns arise, it is its duty to act. 

The Union's letter, signed by executive director Patrick ^P^^ to *^ a1> ^ 
that in the absence of state action stronger federal ^ ™^J£~*"^ Jj£ 
present laws, he said, represent an attempt to enforce the constitutional pro- 
tection guaranteed individuals. 

*faim also expressed surprise over the attack on the FBI, "which, over-all^ 
has made an excellent record of enforcing these, constitutional rights, espe cially 

emphasized opposition to its. coming onto the scene at all* 

Federal investigations are no infringement of the states' police powers, the 
ACLU head said* '"The states are left free to conduct their own ^inquiries. 

To the argument that the orderly operation of state government would be 
interfered with if the FBI were to investigate every incident in state prisons 
and mental institutions, the ACLU replied that this charge was "unrealistic* 
JTrom its experience with the federal government, it. said, it knew that oniy a 
fraction of the complaints are valid enough to warrant investigation and the 
will not initiate an inquiry unless an apparent violation of civil ; rights Has 
been shown* j 

While urging states to take increased action to safeguard individual rights* 
a. step essential "to the preservation of civil liberties," the Union emphasized 

, the need for' stronger federal laws. Penalties for violation of federal civil 
rights statutes are mild, it said* Urging Governor Fine to "reconsider his ^ 
statement, the Union said,. "we^sxibmit that increased and improved implementation 

<* of the rights granted under *>ur Constitution should be the goal of public olix- 
cers>. These rights are the cornerstone of our free society and must be continu- 
ally reixiEorced if we are to. maintain our freedom*" 

AGLU REAFFIRMS OPPOSITION TO RADIO-TV AND FILM COPES 

» ACLU lias reaffirmed its opposition to motion ^picture and radio^TV codes 
- wnich it said restrict freedom of expression* The ACLU statement coincided with 
its expression of support, for Otto Preminger, director and co-producer of Jlx^ 
films "The Moon Is Blue," who refused to make; changes in the film to meet tKe 
objections of the movie industry's self-censorship body, the Production Oode 
Administration^ As a result, the Motion Picture Association of America has re- 
fused to give the film its seal .of -approval* TTae film has been approved by 
state censorship boards in- New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Massachusetts, 
and has been booked laryr "several exhibitors, m 
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Mr.. Louis* JB.^ mcfati& 
^Federal Bureau of SLnyestigation: 
Department' of iairestigation. 
Washington, \D. C 



Dear X<ai: 

I thought you xaigkt be interested to £,ee the statement ^rMc 
the AGIoU got out on. the Governor s Conference statement, ,and a c 
of the letter which Iliave sent to the Times Iqx publication. 
Best, 




Encs 




nst 








, -Assistant Mitna-bisf 
OAmeriQcm mhtl Liberties mteh' 
270 Fifth Amnus 
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■&$?wonfMmre+. . * 
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September 9> 1953 



Mr # J* Edgar Hoover ? Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25* D* C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 




Mr. Bosen.| 
MrTTra<iy- 
Mr. Gearty. 
Mr. MohrJ 
Mr . Win ? | nnr 



In view of your absence from Washington on vacation! _ 
I do not know if your attention has been drawn to tBsf 
letter sent to Governor Fine of Pennsylvania by the 
American Civil Liberties Union concerning his remarks 
at the recent Governors* Conference opposing the FBI f s 
investigation of alleged Ablations of civil rights in 
the states © I enclose & copy of the letter and our 
public statement on this issue 9 T&ich you may wish to 
read© It expresses our firm belief that the Bureau 
■performing its duty* undep law, in investigating pos 
sible abrogation of individual rights * 

Sincerely yours,. 





Alan Reitman 
Assistant Director 
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FOR RELEASE: MONDAY A,M*, AUGUST 10, ,1953 

Note to Editors: This, story is being released simultaneously in New York and 
Washington, D« C» 

The American Civil Liberties Union today (August 10) strongly defended the 
■need for federal investigation by the FBI .into violations -of civil rights in the 
states * 

The Union wrote to Pennsylvania Governor John S # £ine, who at the Governors* 
Conference on August 3 attacked federal civil rights laws and FBI probes, in the 
states, that "the sole reason for federal intervention is usually the failure of 
state agencies to act in cas^s where individual rights may have been invaded* 

"Certainly the federal government has the power to protect its citizens from 
deprivation of their rights, and when such occasions arise, it is its duty to act«" 

The Union T s letter, signed by its executive director, Patrick Murphy Malin, 
stated that in the absence of state action even stronger federal laws were necessary* 
The present laws, he said, represent an attempt to enforce the constitutional pro- 
tections guaranteed individuals, and expressed surprise over the attack, on the FBI^ 
"which, over-all, has an excellent record of enforcing these constitutional rights »" 

-The full text qf the letter fallows: 

"We have noted with grave concern the newspaper reports of your attack on 
August 3 at the Governors 1 Conference against the federal civil rights laws and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for its inquiries into alleged violations of civil 
rights in the states** As we believe you share the devotion of all public and law- 
enforcement officials and private citizens in support of the United States Constitu- 
tion, we are frankly puzzled by your statements For in our opinion and experience, . 
all "that the federal civil rights laws represent is an attempt to make enforceable 
those provisions of the Constitution which guarantee individual rights and provide 
the true meaning of our freedom and democracy* We are at a loss "to understand why 
the FBI, whiah, over-all, has made an excellent record of enforcing these constitu- 
tional rights, should be the subject of such an attack— especially as your speech 
indicated no criticism of the FBI^s investigative procedures, but emphasized opposi- 
tion to its coming* on to the scene at all a * 

SUch investiga^^ns^ are' in no way afL inf ringement of the police powers of t'f 



^eason\o*7eder^^ iFfisually the- failure df state agencies to act in 

cases where individual rights may h&vo been invaded^ Certainly^ the federal govern- 



ment has the power to protect its, citizens from deprivation of their rights^, and; whoi 
.such occasions arise, it is its duty ,%p act* ^ ' ^ 

- < the argument is' made that orderly operation of stato government would be 
int erf erred' with if 'the FBI were to investigate, every? incident in state mental instn 
tutions and prisoner This argument* in our opinion*, is un'realistia^, From our own 
experience in defending civil liberties/Vf- fcntovr that ,6nly a fraction of the- com-, 
plaints of civil rights violations madc5 by inmates of such institutions are_eyen on 
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ACLU CHALLENGES IMMIGRATION SERVICE ON SECRET, RECORD IN, DEPORTATION, CASE, 

I The refusal of the U*S. Immigration arid Naturalization 1 Service to permit an 
ACLU attorney, acting for two aliens ordered to voluntarily depart from the country, 
to review the case record to determine if constitutional questions Were concerned 
was challenged' last week in a Federal District Court in New York"* 

Judge Gregory F» N6onan reserved decision after hearing an appeal by Carlos 
Lopez' Maeztu and his wife, Victoria,., asking the court to direct Edward J* Shaugh— 
nessy, district director Q? "fee. JServig.e,,. to show why the record should riot be turned 
over to the Mas§tu*§ n§W attorney 3 ACM gtaff counsel Herbert Monte Levy* 

In a complaint filed with the Court, the Maeztus > who have been resident 
aliens since 1944 and are. the parents of three American children, stated that they 
were ordered to voluntarily deport themselves to Spain prior* to August 23* As the 
result of a disagreement with their original counsel, Ruth Leider,- they obtained 
Levy as their new attorney, with the understanding that tke only purpose of the 
appointment and substitution was to determine from the record of the case whether or 
"not there was ground fbr legal action* The ACLU does not generally provide counsel, 
but concentrates its .efforts on bringing to the courts and public attention specific 
constitutional points involving civil liberties*. 

According to the complaint, when Levy requested the record from the Maeztu 1 s 
former attorney, he was* advised that under an Immigration Service regulation, she 
could not turn it over to him. The regulation forbids attorneys possessing a record' 
to make an additional copy or give it to any other person* 

The Maeztu 1 s complaint charges that the rule has no basis in United States 
law, is an abuse of discretion amounting to violation of due process of law, and 
violates the right to counsel protected by the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution^ 

"The plaintiffs Maeztu cannot possibly be properly advised by their new coun- 
sel as to whether or not to effect voluntary departure, to consult, on th& merits of 
the case with other counsel, or to take proper steps to protect whatever 'legal 
rights they may have* 11 

The complaint alleges further that the regulation is a violation of the First 
Amendment guaranteeing free speech in that the Maeztus are unable to present the 
facts of i^heir case to newspapers and other persons* 

Noting that the Maeztus and their American children "stand in immediate dan- 
ger of arrest for deportation., imprisonment on Ellis Island, and actual deportation,, 
constituting an immediate, irremedial, and irreparable injury loss, and damage, 
before a notice and hearing in this case," the complaint asks, the court to restrain 
the Service from deporting the Maeztus "until the expiration of a reasonable time, 
to be set by the court, to permit plaintiff's new counsel to examine the record and 
ta"ke appropriate court action „" It al^o requests the court to Me^lai^- i^|^regula-- 
tion "invalid, illegal, and unconstitutional" and to order th^^fefa i^^id over to 



Levy within twenty four hours* 



The Immigration Service, denying that constitutionality 8j£Efie^QeguI:atiori was 
at stake in the Maeztu case, said the case. was. finished, adding "there is not^he 
remotest possibility that these people will be deported withou^Heing given the 
fullest measure of judicial review*," In, denying the Maeztu* s original appeal,, the 
Service .said Maeztu worked fifteen ye'ars ago for an organization cited ten years 
later by the Attorney General as subversive and also referred to confidential infor- 
mation whidh it refused to disclose^; 
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GEORGIA MAY OUTLAW COMMUNIST PARTY 

IThe Georgia legislature recently enacted an anti-subversive activities 
-which may eventually lead to the outlawing of the Communist Party,* 
The law makes it a crime to engage in activities or to teach activities 
intended to overthrow the government of the U*S* or Georgia by force, violence, and 
other unlawful means. Persons and organizations which engage in such activities or 
teachings are labeled as subversive* Such advocacy becomes a criminal offense when 
it is made under circumstances constituting, a clear and present danger. Contribu- 
tions to and membership in subversive organizations > which the individual knows to be 
subversive, are criminal offenses. But even members of such organizations, knowing 
them to be subversive, are not barred from state employment until they have been 
convicted of a crime 9 A special assistant Attorney General is to be appointed to . 
investigate subversive activities, afrd grand jury records made as a result of his 
investigation may be turned over t.Q. state legislative investigating committees » 

Perhaps the most important provision of the bill is that section which gives 
to a' court the right to dissolve a subversive organization and gives to Georgia the 
right to seize the funds, books, records, and files of the organization* 

CENSO RSHIP DRIV E AGAINST CANDY STORE LITERATURE HI T 

The recently announced campaign of the Queens County Committee for Clean 
Literature to persuade candy store and newsotand owners to purge their shelves of 
"objectionable" literature has been deplored as "an invasion of the rights of the 
reading public" by Dr* Eleanor M. Sickels, chairman of the Queens Chapter of the 
IsTew York Civil Liberties Union* 

Dr* Sickels described the campaign being waged by the Clean Literature Com- 
mittee, in cooperation with other groups, as "an attempt to establish an unofficial 
censorship," adding, ""While we do not like obscene, trashy, and vulgar literature 
any more than do the Committee for Clean Literature « , * we assert that no private * 
group or agency is qualified to decide what is obscene, trashy, and vulgar, or to 
set itself up as Judge of what the public may read * . » " 

' Dr* Sickels pbinted out that "There aro laws against obscenity and libel* 
Also, it is legitimate for groups voluntarily to regulate their own reading * 
Beyond these limits*, freedom to read should be the complement of freedom to speak, 
arid each >citizen his own' censor*" 

Leaders of * trie "Clean Literature" campaign said they intended to visit candy 
stores and newsstands in Oueens and distribute signs * for posting to merchants who 
cooperate* 

FORCED LISTENING IN STREETCAR AND BUSES ON WANS 

Transit Radio, the system of broadcasting music and advertising to streetcar 
and bus passengers, appears to be a failure, A three-year court fight, in which 
the ACLU participated, to ban the system as an illegal invasion of privacy, was lost 
when the Supreme Court a year ago reversed the Court of Appeals and upheld the con- 
stitutionality of the system* - ' 

But constitutional or not, the passengers still didn't like it, arid their 
continuing protests are largely responsible for the decline and fall of Transit 
Radio* 

Officials of the company had hailed vindication of their system in the high- 
est court and predicted enormous expansion of streetcar and bus radio advertising* 
Their "captive audiences 5 ", however, thought differently, and their refusal to submit 
quietly brought- ,ab out an. opposite trend* At its peakr,. Transit Radio was- operating 
its system 1 in fourteen cities. Now it has been abandoned by all but three cities, 
and a major effort to establish itself in New York City was unsuccessful. In Wash- 
ington, D„ C*, focal point of the controversy, Transit Radio has been "discontinued 
for an indefinite period to determine public reaction*" There have been no reports 
of public clamor for its return* 

BOOK ROTE 

UNITED NATIONS AFFAIRS: Annual Review (for 1952)* New York University Press, 1953* 
Edited by Clyde Eagleton and Richard N. Swift of N P Y* University* 220 pages; &4.50* 

The fourth in a series of edited reports of annual institutes held by the 
Itf.Y. University Graduate Program of Studies in U»N. Affairs, Although a year old, 
all the familiar problems, basic and more transitory, * are dissected frankly and 
fully by qualified U*N», officials with questions and comment by other participants* 
Tho book is valuable for students* The sections on human rights, non-self-govern- 
ing countries and on U*S» policy are of particular relevance to civil liberties. 



their face valid enough to warrant an investigation* And from our experience xn 
dealing with the federal government, we know that the FBI will not initiate an 
investigation unless an apparent case of violation of civil rights has been demon- 
strated* 

The American Civil Liberties Union believes strongly that increased acticg^ 
by our states to safeguard individual rights is essential to the prcservatiom of-wgh 
our civil liberties. But in the absence of such aetion, we suggest that even # • 
stronger federal laws are necessary. Penalties under the present laws are exceeding© 
ly mild, and even when death occurs as a result of a violation, the maximum penalty 
that can be inflicted, in the absence of a conspiracy, is one year in prison. Even 
when there is a conspiracy to violate these laws, the maximum penalty is ten years' 
imprisonment a 

While education and group action bas done much to reduce the number of 
assaults on individual rights, there is ample evidence that in many states of our . 
country the constitutional guarantee of civil rights is not honored* Cases of this 
land frequently reach the United States Supreme Court 0 

We respectfully, but vigorously, urge that as the chief executive of one of 
our loading states, that you reconsider your statement. We submit that increased 
and improved implementation of the rights granted under our Constitution should be 
the goal of public officers „ These rights are the cornerstone of our free society 
and must be continually reinforced if we are to maintain our freedom*" 

Very truly yours, 



Patrick Murphy Malin 
Executive Director 
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September 14* 235$ 




#r. irvirwTeruan. v£P, 
Director ' ~~ 

^Washington Office 
&M£rjodn,J?ivtl iibertiej^JlMm^ 
734 iSth Street, ffbfihms$ 
Washington* £«, 



J0$dv Mr* Wermn; 



Totson— . 
Ladd — 
Nichols- 
Belinon 



jGIavin- 
Karbo— 
Rosen - 

Mohr 

Wjntcrrow3— - 
Tele. Room 
Hollomatv — ~< 
Si zoo 



Tour letter of September 10 <, 1953* has been 
brought to my attention by 8v* ffi ohols* and I would 
like- th&nH you far fdrmrdtng the copy of the 
editorial "Bap The P8£fM frim the "Mew Orleans Xten" : 
of September B s 195$* 



Ue deeply. app?ee%ute the interest which 
pronpted you to mil Mr*. Monroe concerning th is 
matter f and your &uppo[ri i# truly gratifying* 



NOTE: 



$inqe01,y yeulzk* 
Tiles reflect no Aerogat'attfZinl 

k it- 
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m 
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en w 

'HI - <1 



>TMdi;io7i concerning 
Mr* Fermon* The letter to the^ n SiiUr*Lj;0 which he tefefs is 
prpbably one by Patrick MUrphyf^^n^ a copy of which 
2£r. Ferman forwarded to the Biw?xtWiuni£er cover ;of <&is Jm 
letter Qf \9~2~53» Bulet of 9-&-S3 ^^nfeejJ-.^^-vfb^eTi&n^ 
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BUfile .61-190-13 r*e/lecfet><^ 
pivil Zitberties Union has. done consihera&le snipingt^t^ — 
the Bureau in the past regarding wire tapping. Cofi^dmrc^l 
correspondence has beem had* however ^^witlv- off *i*&id$& <?Jt th& 
organisation « . '* h ' » ^ 
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fc BOAR? 0£ DififCTOfiS 
i Ernest Angel! 

Mrs. Katrjna McCormick Barnes 

DouplasijQjilack 

Mrs. Doromy Dunbar Bromley 

Carl Carmer 

Richard S. Childs 

Norman Cousins 

Edward J. Ennts 

Morris L. Ernst 

John F. Fin arty 

H. William Fitetson 

James Lawrence Fly 

Osmond K. Fraentcot 

-Walter Frank 

Varian Fry 

Walter Gellhorn 

Arthur Garfield Hays 

Rev. John Havnes Holmes 

B. W. Huebsch 

Rev. John Paul Jones 

Dorothy Kenyon 

James Kerney, Jr, 

Corliss Lamont 

Prof. Eduard C. Undeman 

Merle Miller 

Herbert R. North rup 

Merlyn S. Pitzele 

Elmer Rice 

Whitney North Seymour 
Telford Taylor • 
Norman Thomas 
J. Watles Waring 
James A. Wechsfer 
William L. White 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

Sadie Alexander 
Thurman Arnold 

Bishop James Chamberlain Baker 
Roger N. Baldwin 
Francis Biddle 
Van Wyck Brooks 
Pearl S. Buck 
James R. Caldwell 
Dr. Henry Seidel Canby 
Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Grenville Clark 
Prof. Henry Steele Commanger 
Morris L. Cooke 
Prof. George S. Counts 
Prof. Robert E, Cushman 
Elmer Davis 
J. Frank Dobie 
John Dos Passos 
Melvyn Douglas 
Sherwood Eddy 
Frederick May Eliot 
Thomas H. Eliot 
Walter T. Fisher 
Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Lloyd K. Garrison 
Dean Charles W. Gil key 
Dr. Frank P. Graham 
Abram L. Harris 
Earl G. Harrison 
Quincy Howe 
Palmer Hoyt 
Dr. Robert M. Hutchins 
Dr. Charles S. Johnson 
Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson 
Benjamin H. Kizer 
Dr. John A. Lapp 
Prof. Harold D. Lasswell 
Mrs. Agnes Brown Leach 
Max Lerner 

Prof. Robert Morss Loyett 
Prof. Robert S. Lynd 
Prof. Archibald MacLeish 
John P. Marquand 
MikeMasaoka 
William Mauldin 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
Mil Hcent C. Mcintosh * 
Dr, Alexander Meiklejohn 
Karl Mennmger 
A. J. Muste 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons 
James G. Patton 
A. Philip Randolph 
Will Rogers, Jr. 
Elmo Roper 
John Nevin Sayre 
Rt. Rev. William Scarlett 
Arthur M. Schlesingcr, Jr. 
Joseph Schlossberg 
Odeil Shepard 
Robert E. Sherwood 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Lillian E. Smith 
Edward J. Sparling 
George R. Stewart 
Mrs. Dorothy Tilly 
William W. Waymack 
Aubrey Williams 
L. Holltngsworth Wood 
Dr. William Lindsay Young 

LOCAL 
ACLU ORGANIZATIONS 

in Sixteen Areas 
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Chairman, Board of Directors 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Chairman/ Naftona/ Com m if fee 



Arthur Garfield Hays Morris L. Ernst 
Genera/ Counsel General Counsef 



Patrick Murphy Malin, Executive Director 



Washington, D. C. Office : 
Century Building 

412 Fifth Street, N.W.—REpublfc 8123—Waski. 
IRVING FERMAN, Direcfor 

September 10., 1953. 






Louis B. Nichols * 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Nichols: 

I am attaching herewith a copy of 
an Item editorial, which, I am proud 
to say comes as a result of a telephone 
call made last week to Bill Monroe, 
Associate Editor* 

You undoubtedly saw owfc letter to 
the Star of yesterday's date. 



Very trulx, yours, 




Irving Perman 
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AMERICAN-CIVIL LIBERTIES UNHON, 170 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 



ROGER M. BALDWIN 
Chmn.. Mat'l Comm. 



ERNEST AMGELL 
Chmn.. B'd of Directors 



ARTHUR GARFIELD JjlAYS 

MORRIS L. ERN$T _ ^Y^^s- 
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* --Weekly Bulletin #l6l^ 

DET^TIOST 0E ANT I~ COMMUITI-ST ALIEET CKITICIZElD BY ACLU, 



Alan Reilmon, Public Refer 

October 3* 

cultural freedom' gro' 



pMiss Ga Jg|^ 

1I3ISH™ 




^ Representatives o^ y £?ed?m, _ 

leading anti- Communis t cultural group, met this week'^itiT a : spblcesman'f or 

Attorney General Herbert .Browhell to discuss, means of preventing the unwarranted, 
detention as "security risks! 1 of aliens seeking re-entry to the U.S. 

The mee^tLng grew out of the furor - created "by the arrest of Dr. Germaq ftsA^e^nj,^- 
gas, farmer minister of Education of Columbia and now visiting prof essor at Column 
bia University, *when he" returned from .Europe two weeks ago*. Dr. Arciniegas , who 
has opposed dictatorial rt&^ Sft pat in America and is known as an inveterate 
ant i~ Communist, was detained overnight M^n^ulis Island for; "security rea'sons /" "but 
was later released* The S&^r^i^^^^vice 1 s action "evoked sjharp criticism from- 
organizations and the press who' "^ojeg ine s/lrioug damage %he incident had caused 
tos America's reputation abr^^dij^^^^^ 



r 



\ } Heading the joint delegation were ACLU 1 a executive director 




w _ _^ , P at r i ck y Murphy 

7^2^-L^n* and Dr. George S^^ounts,^ chairman of the cultural freedom committee* They 
were joined in their discussion with Allan C. Devaney, spoKgsman 'for Attorney 
General Browhell* by^&dward Jr^Ejgini s » ^ch^irman of the j^CgJ^s A3M.en Civil Bights 
Committee, and Arriol"ay£^*ichman, and Soj^^Jjein, ; an of f icer _anct ex efey 
respectively, of the. Cultural freedom, ^group. 



-fcutive ^Lirector^ 

'1*\ 



r .. t — ... fSZ - - -. boi5A "iihai. ±± xsmzld Bersuade the Justice. Depart— #V 

imeh : t A . f . j>hat: s,uch repeated' bungling of re-entry pr.bcedur-es; does untoxcr- damage 



I" 



JtheU*S. %ri the campaign against Communist t0tallta-ri.an4.sm and restricts civil 
Jli1ierti'esiiai> ) home. . «Un evaluated information that slips- in tp> security files ought 
-to 1be evaluated "before actions .are taken -that gut pur country in "bad light, 

J !The ah surdity of the Arciniegas incident becomes apparent, when one learns 
that Dr,. Arciniegas was 5 held 1 as a 'security case.^ /'The n%x4> morning he was letP'go^ &r 
gt "because there were no* 'existing grounds for exclusion,/* J$$r then the case was on 
the f ront*' page of the papers and the reputation odf the U* S,-, abroad was damaged* 
We: still don't know why he, was detained," "** 

**» 

In a statement issued at the time of Dr. Arc&niegas ' ^cTetentioh, the ACLU said 
the arrest "caused serious, problems, involving due process* r-^f law in the adminis>- 
tration of immigration statutes . , » Such actions rofiect unfavorably on the good 
faith of the government which, in issuing a r e— .en tryy permit, in effect, guarantee* 
acceptability of the returning ali en. t^jnFXED - t^J3 IL^L, 

VAGUi&TESS OF. " SaBVERSIYE" , '.QUERY ST> Y. j3 i : VI3j». §ff^yj»"^F j^ESTIONHA-lRE' Hill 

. The J>Tew York -Civil Liberties Unipri this wee k, cri ticized the Municipal Civil 

I Service Commission ,s s\ prde^/r^eq^uirin^" applicants to- ans^er^ G^u"e^1?3ri5iis. 'concerning 
|past or- present membership in * "suTd vers ive" .or^anizationa as." ,f vague and; indefinite. ,r 

\The NYCLU, local affiliate of t-h%~ AWericah" Civil Liberties Unipn,. asserted 
-^iha4>-"mere. m emb ej^hlp izi,^a, ^rj^scjcibed^ prffini'zation Is not sufficient proof of 

dl s loyal ty"v adding that the reference to pas/tr, membership 7 1 i s "especialXI^-f egr e;t; — ■ 
because it might disqualify an r 6therwa\se; ajialified. applicant who. may have held 
menVb^rship in an organization years ago, wlien'it v/as not considered subversive* n 

0?he civil liberties group, in a l.e'tter, tg„ IHommission' s -President , Paul Pv 
Brennan, signed by its executive director, ; G-^s>rg[e E, Eundquist, reminded the Commis— 
' sion that ^'clarification is necessary concerning its use as criteria of the Attor- 
ney General' s li^t o%f subversive organizations . " He said the U».S. Supreme 'Court 
had held. tnat. the cpm£>i£iirng jof the list without giving the organisations' a hearing 
was :a i violation' due- p'r'p,c^is t)f" lax» ; ^and :that the iietf federal .employee- security 
program did. provide. ft?£ liearin^s.. 11 We believe? the. A^;^orn,ey General's list, has no^ 
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^standing until hearings have "been held and an organization 3^; finally determined to 
"be, in fact, Subversive. " Rundquist added that since an a3pfticant f s "integrity, 
reputation and veracity" are at stake, the Commission shoJpLd establish procedures 
"by which a person whose loyalty has been questioned may nave a hearing. 11 He also 
suggested that the Commission direct its attention to a security rather than a 
loyalty program,, as "loyalty is difficult to define precisely* " and should concen- 
- trate on sensitive positions which have a special relationship to the security of 

J the city* r~ . 

ACLU ASKS U»S. TO PROP BRIDGES , CHASSIS I AffffA.QKS AGO? ION A3 H&RRASSM-SIOT " '" 

ACLXJ has asked Attorney General iro^nell^ Jr M to d^ep the government's efforts 
\to deport West Coast labor leader Harr^^ridges because of the latter*s alleged 
Iperjury during natural i nation proceedings** U i P ' 

"We believe," said ACLU*s executive director** Patrick Murphy MM. in; "that any 
new attempt on the part, of the government to use the perjury charge would consti-r 
, iute harrassment amounting to an ahuse of due process of law." 

On two previous occasions, noted Mai in, ? the- government attempted to deport 
bridges on the charge of past membership, in the Communist Party, but failed* 
Finally, after ten years, the' government was- successful in a criminal prosecution 
against Bridges charging that he lied in denying past membership in the Communist 
Party* 

However, said Malin, "the verdict was invalidated by the United States Supreme 
Court on the ground that the statute of limitations had run out." 

Malin asked Brownell to end its recently announced civil proceedings to revoke 
Bridges 1 citizenship. 

"Regardless of the nature of the proceedings* jl said Malin, "if the principle 
of due process is to "be preserved, individuals must "be free of the need constantly 
^ to defend themselves against the same accusation."" 

• V - . 

,1 Malin made clear that the ACLU is opposed to Communist tyranny and that its 

], . opinion in the. case did not deal with the validity of the perjury charge. 

^ _ , : _ _ _ ' w ^ ~ ^ _ ^ _ 

P^T HW YORK * S ASSISTANT POLICE COMMISSI OWJESr" " MAKES PUBLIC APOLOGY I3ST FALSE ARRESO? CASE 

\ A si x-^y ear-old false arrest suit against Hew Yo rk. City* s First Assistant 

: \ Police Commissioner; Pranl^F^rist ensky, Jr. * f was settled out of court this week with 

^ Fristensky making a puBXTc "aJoXogy ~to"~R6b er^i^Kelve v_ and Annetib^e^ichards and. 

agreeing to insert it in the court record the* Case. 1 — ^ , 

"I regret that I ordered the arrest of these persons conducting this demon-*- 
a tr at ion and I apologize" for any inconvenience » embarrassment and discomfort they 
may have suffered," the apology reads. .{^ 

McKelvey and Mi-ss Richard's were among a group of pickets arrested in September 
^ 1*^7 during a demonstration of the W ar Register s League, seeking amnesty for im~ 

pris^nej conscientious objectors- They were acquitteoTby Magistrate HarrjT^Jrews* 
Fri's£ensky ordered the arrests despite the -fact that Inspector John Deickmah had 
approved plans for the demonstration, In so doing,. Fristensky acted wrongly, 
Magistrate Andrews held. , • 

Although the suit was filed shortly after the acquittal, it 6* id not come up 
for trial on the overcrowded New York Supreme Court calendar until last May -before 
sJTudge IiQU.is A>s3Jalente.,. At that time the- .Judgje. off ered to negotiate a settlement^ 
which was not reached until this week. 

- ^ . _ _ „ _ CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEFS 



JIBER^I 

if * 

An appeal is being taken, on the decision of a New Jersey Superior Court, 

[believed to be the first court test of the national program of Bi"ble distribution 
in public schools by t^©/^Se6n Society, that the distribution protested in Ruther- 
ford, JT^J..,. is^ ^either unconstitutional, ^or^illegal "because acceptance by the 
pupils; "of the Bihle would be vo lun t ary « ^Son wi t Teller.,, I.n;c. Jf of Ne'wJTork^ was, 
denied a U.S. Supreme Court review of a decision that it ha.d t5pmmi""tted : "an unfair 
labor practice by not giving a union permission to address employees on company 
time and property after the stpre.'is president had advised employees on company 
premises to 'Vote; :agains t a* union in coming elections'. . ♦ Saploye^s would be requi r ©d 
to permit a union to address .employees; on company time and property if the employer 
had previouslv^;equireo\ his employees ; to hear his vie^rs on unionization on company 
time and>p-r6mTses f according t6* a t 8Uggest.e*d amendment to the ^Taf-fc-Hartley La*/ made 
by J*amre*s *T • Reynolds, f 9 rmer member of the National JXboi* Relations Board. 
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iS^pinted Parker a committee of oh^t 




The library board ?, **e$>pqinted Parker a committee of orn^to study the problem, 
and he removed a "half-bushel 11 of material, according to news reports , from the 
library* The details of the case became somewhat cloudy at this pointy but 
according to one report the books, magazines, and pamphlets were' removed for } 
"examination* 1 by. loqal American Legion officials 0 In any case, the. material wound 
up in the possesion of Clyde H* Lockhart* an attorney who is chairman of the county 
Republican" Executive Committee „ About this time* the Brooksville affair began to 
get national attention© 

The library board finally put pressure on Parker to return the material, which 
he did, after which another period elapsed in which the board kept the 20«©d^ _ 
pieces under lock and key while it studied; them*. . . ^^oK9$L 

In the background of the case, though not active > was fiG-year~old Col» Raymond 
Robins ^ whose varied career ranged from goldminlng in the *lTukon to heading aned' 
Gross mission in Russia in 1917* It was from Robins* collection • of books that 
some of the purged material originally came^ 

Robins* hostess and companion, Miss Lisa Von Borowsky> was' a member of the 
library board, and was one of the two board members to fail of, reappointment after 
handing in her. resignation* 

In ending what it called the "recent regrettable furore"', the library board 
quoted as its . guide in the future the words of President Eisenhower before' the 
American Library Association Convention in Los Angeles* "The libraries of America 
are and must ever remain the homes of free and inquiring minds e " 

> However, the affair did not quite end there » The board handed over to the 
librarian discretionary power over what • material should be- kept off the library 
shelves. The librarian, Miss Rosealee Norris, was reported by one newspaper as 
saying^ "Bon*t be surprised if some of it doesntt get back on the shelves," Jf a £~ 
while, Brooksville Mayor W« Howard Smith,, husband* of the other- deposed board m 3 ^® 1 ^, 
has charged that not all the material removed by Parker, had been returned© J 

l * - • - , ' 

AMERICAN LEGION DEMAND FOR ACLU PROBE -SCORED BY AMERICAN * VETERANS COMMIT^ , J 

■ i n — ii m il ■■■■1.1. 1 , ■ ■ : * "-"!""","'"',' . '' ■■■!«—»■.■■.— iii.i—iii ■ ■ .1 — , 

The members of the American Legion werer "hoodwinked"- when they passed ^a-^solu^ 

11 Union and demanding a Federal investigation, of ACLU activities, the American 
4| Veterans Committee charged this week^ .1 . . . - 

Curtis Camp.aigne, Jr** National Chairman of the AVC, said in a statement? 

"W6 can only conclude that the delegates who passed the 'resolution were not in 
possession of any of the facts in this matter*-!" 

"We of AVCj, having worked with A«C»L«U* oh many occasions and familiar with 
-their frt^ectives, have fulj confidence that when the facts are presented to the 
Legion rank and file and to the American public, they will overwhelmingly agree with 
us that AoCpLoU* is a stout defender of the principles upon which our Republic was 
founded*"' 

The young -veterans group accused "the small policy-making clique irt the Legi/W- 
©f being responsible* for the resolution* 

CHIC ADOPTS "ANTI~SUBVSRSXVE" BILL 

The Ohio legislature" has passed over Gov* Lausohe*s veto ail anti-subversive h12 
that would have made it a crime to "advocate , advise* or teach by any means"' the_o^ 
thresw #f the government and that would further have provided for invedtigationjaf^ 
all subversive " advocacy* J rr ^^^JT& 

The proposed law was opposed by the Cleveland Civil Liberties Union, wh^-* 
attacked it on the gr ounds that, it clashed with foie traditional conception of %\T-<:)l^2. 

^irs 1 ^^ ' - • - -— - - - 

„-5 ""What appears on its face to be an innocent weapon with which to catch sub-* 
version in action^* said the Cleveland group, "has dangerous potential as a whi£ to 
lash criticism int^ silence and dissent into conformity*"" 

The bill took the position^ said the organisation* that "mere advocacy or 
teaching, unaccompanied by any 'clear and- present danger* nf a resulting illegal aot" 
is criminal^ The bill would, also have set up a special attorney general ,to investi,~> 
gatq "subversion*"" 

u # Subversion* applied becomes a bngyemah of nonconf ormity^" noted the CCLU* 
*T© set up a special staff f of the purpose of unearthing subversion by acts or *ad** 
vo^aoyi is to set the stage for an indirect an4- repressive .jp^jpictien upon the free** 
dota of the press and the First Amendment $" / 

, CCLtl is studying means of testing the law/j ' 
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AJOJCA]UlL\aUJ.B£RJJ£SJJ^^ INFORMATION CONCERNING. 
DAYLETo, LA METROPOLITAN NEWSPAPERS THIS DATE REPORT THAT 
THE PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM IN LA, OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
THE TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH, HAS REFUSED USE OF THE AUDITORIUM 
TO THErApJ-U FOR A MEETING FEATURING METHODIST BISHOP G. BROMLEY/ 
OXNAM."TSCORDING TO LOCAL R ELEASES, DOCTOR EASON MONROE, UjgAfcf . j 
ACLU DIRECTOR, HAD ANNOUNCED THAT THE DIRECTORS OF THE ^UBJTO- I A 
IUM CONSIDER OXNAM QUOTE TOO CONTROVERSIAL UNQUOTE A£it8r?E. 
MONROE IS QUOTED AS REPLYING THAT SUCH ACTION QUOTE HAS TOO 
OMINOUS AND DEEP A MEANING FOR US TO LET IT PASS UNQDTE AND HE 
DESCRIBED IT AS QUOTE AN OBVIOUS CAPITULATION TO MC CARTHYISM ' 
UNQUOTE. A PRETEXT CALL TO ACLU HEADQUARTERS REVEALS THAT 
ACLU HAD PLANNED TO HOLD THE MEETING IN DECEMBER TO MARK THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS AND HAD INVITED BISHOP OXNAM 
BUT THAT THE BISHOP HAD 1M0T YET ACCEPTED, IT WAS FURTHER RE- / 
VEALED THAT ACLU IS#KlNG ATTEMPTS TO FfND OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS / 
FOR THE MEETING. HOWEVER, IT IS STILL NOT DEFINITE THAT THE / 
B4SH0P WILL APPEAR . IT IS NOTED THAT SF 1688-S REPORTED IN 
JUNE, 1951 THAT EASON MONROE HAD BEEN SUGGESTED FOR SPECIAL 
LEADERSHIP AND TRAINING IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY AT A MEETING OF 
THE PROFESSIONAL SECTION OF THE CP IN SAN FRANCISCO. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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ACLU PROTESTS CENSOR CUTS IN KOREAN WAR FILM, H CEASE FIRE" 

Deletion of the words "hell" and "damn" from "Cease Fire," a film on the 
life of infantrymen in Korea, as the result of the refusal of the Motion Picture < 
Association of America to grant, a seal of approval^has been protested by the 
National Council on Freedom From Censorship,- the ACLU's ant i- censors hip unit* 

Clifford Forster, executive secretary of the Council, in a letter to 
Eric Johnston, president of the MFAA-^- wrote: "As you kn6w we have admired and 
welcomed the fight which the MIpAA had conducted against state motion pircture cen- 
sorship boards • • ♦ We nevertheless find it a contradiction that the Association 
should itself practice the very censorship it otherwise vigorously condemns* The 
Association' s. action strengthens our objections to the Production Code itself* 
It has always been our .contention that the trade agreements comprising the Code 
is a restraint of trade in ideas* The decision of the Association * * * results 
in imposing a standard which is unreasonable and far too extreme." Forster con- 
cluded with a plea for the MPAA to reconsider its. decision* 

In separate letters to Barney Balaban, president of Paramount Pictures 
•Corporation, which is^ releasing "Cease Fire", and Hal Itfaliis, producer of the pic- 
db&rey the Council ,r e^erat'ed:*' t»he- t-heme~-that_the ..Production Code constitutes 
* ^Veements. to restrain trade art ideas .J' ■ . r _ -- r ^-™__,,_, m _ -^~_«^. _ 



_ * N - - - 

CJLi* Citing the example of "The Moon is Blue",, Mr* Forster asked both Mr. Barabar^ 
and Mr* Wailis^^y-^-CeasB^^K^^^ould not- have been released without the sesll^jcjf ^ 
the Motion Picture Association of "Americ ;a,; "and- thereby- avoids Mtejej^&c^ o'£z0$£^ 
"unreasonable censorship*" — — ^jadV^j 



REFUSAL TO GIVE CHARGES VOIDS SECURITX CLEARANCE DENIAL, APPELLATE COURT. HOLDS" " \ 

The U.So Court of Appeals in San Francisco, in an unanimous opinion^, has 
held that the failure to adequately inform three merchant seamen of the charges 
upon which they had been denied clearance under the Coast Guard security prrogram, 
violated duo process of law. Although the Coast Guard program, which screens 
almost all merchant seamen, provides for advising merchant seamen of the charges 
against them, in practice they have been told only that the charge is affiliation 
with or sympathy with a subversive or disloyal organization— nothing more definite* 

Three merchant K seamen, Jionnie Gray, George Rogers, and Guy Wickliffe, had 
received such charges, and even at the hearings had been denied the specific times 
and places of alleged Communistic activities* Denied clearance, the three merchant 
seamen nonetheless accepted employment on /imerican merchant ships and criminal 
prosecutions were begun against them* The Federal District Court dismissed the 

indictment on the ground that the defendants had not been given a fair hearings — 

The U*S.», Court of 4*ppeaJ-s~^fi^kOTGd^±Ja^ This**ms- Irher-f i*f st •fcimo' 

that an appellate court has ruled on the constitutionality of the Coast Guard 
procedures* In, its opinion it said: ". , . no good reason appears why the 
Commandant .cannot apprize the seamen of the basis for the initial determination 
with such specificity as to afford him notice and an opportunity to marshal! evi- 
dence in his behalf; and the same is true of the conduct of the examination before 
tho appeal board* 

"It is not impracticable , and we are unable to believe it that it would be 
hurtful to the security program, to inform the seamen of the contents of the 
showing against him. True, the doing of this is time— consuming and requires 
ef f oi-t and the taking of pains * The regulations provide that every effort be made 
to protect . the interests of the U.S* arid the appellant » 11 y * ^ 
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ACLU CHAPTER DEFENDS PHILADELPHIA SCHOOLS AGAINST CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION 



Complete confidence in the ability of the Philadelphia Board of Educa- 
tion to protect children from Communist teaching was expressed by Dr* Alexander H* 
Frey, president of the Greater Philadelphia Branch of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, iri the face of a proposed investigation of subversive teachers in that 
city's school system by the House Un-American Activities Committee* 

Dr» Frey termed the Philadelphia School Board ."alive to the need to protect ' 
the community from those who would overthrow our government by force and violence*" 
He noted that the Un-American Activities Committee scheduled its investigation 
because of the "rumor" of "quite a bit of Communist activity in the public school 
system,* if and scored the Committee for advance publicity on the investigation when 
they wefre acting only on rumor* 

The ACLU pointed out that adequate safeguards against subversion in the 
schools were already included i.n state laws and that the investigation would only 
undermine the confidence of the public in the schools and "instill fear and timid 
conformity in a community with a long tradition of academic independence and free- 
dom of opinion*" 

Itfo federal law is, or coTalLd be»\ applicable to the dismissal of subversive 
school employees xn Philadelphia, the ACLU explained in its statement , and Dr* Frey 
said, JI It is unfair to the many public school teachers, for a shadow is cast upon 
them all*" 

The position of the ACHJ "was echoed by leading citizens of Philadelphia, 
including Mrs.* *Ptf& Bb'&i?3j& <b£ ttlfoe Education Committee of the local League of Women 
Voters and the jrector -of St, Paul's Episcopal Church, Rev* Dr» George A, Trowbridge* 

The Committee f s inquiry was cancelled after it announced that witnesses 
appearing before it were "uncooperative*" The Board of Education is studying the 
charges * _ ^ 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ASKS PROTECTION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES XN^FIGHT AGAINST G0I^MX3%E 

Freedom of thought in the United States is being menaced by a tendency of 
- -Congressional inquiries' to become ^inquisitions!!,, the, :General .Cp.uncil^Qjt.Jfehe. .Ptjjs^^^ 
byterian Church in the" United States charged^ in- a: letter to its 3,000 member congre- 
gations* The 2,300 word letter, which was concerned with the methods of combating 
,f the Communist merlace", declare^ thai 3, treason and dissent are being confused" and 
"the shrine of. conscience and private judgment, which God alone has a right to enter, 
is being invaded 0 " " ■ • ^ , 

While conceding' that Congressional committees render some valuable services 
to the nation, the General Council reported that "favored by an atmosphere of 
intense disquiet and suspicion, a subtle but potent assault upon basic human rights 
is now in progress »" 

Scoring attacks upon citizens of integrity and ±ho "social passion" as alien 
to the democratic "tradition, the Presbyterian Council noted that civil liberties 
are an integral part of the entire Protestant tradition, and this heritage has been 
•a main source of the freedom which Americans enjoy. 

Democracy, in fighting Communism, must not prefer falsehood, even if it has 
great propaganda value, the letter warned, adding that the demagogue is "coming into 
his own on a national scale" because of the cold war. "According to the new philo- 
sophy if what is true gives aid and comf ort to our enemies it jmis-t bo suppress ed« 
Truth is- thus a captive^ in the land of the free*" 

The letter concludes with the admonition, "while we take all wise precautions 
for defense, both within and outside our borders, the present situation demands 
spiritual calm, historical perspective, religious faith, and an adventurous spirit* 
Loyalty to great principles of truth and justice has made our nation great; such 
♦loyalty alone can ke*ep it great and insure its destiny *" 

BOOK NOTE t Governing Postwar Germany *, a symposium by a dozen U.S*, participants in 

tho occupation of Germany; edited by Professor 
Edward H* Litchfield of Cornell University, formerly head of Civil Administration 
Division under General Clay, 655 pages; Cornell University Press* 

A frankly critical appraisal of the Allied occupation efforts to establish 
undefined "democracy" in ^Western Germany, and of the German response and resistance 
in terms of traditional authority,- with some sharp guessed as to the ultimate 
residue of Allied influence* on autocratic institutions. 
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ACLU CHALLENGES JERSEY CITY BAN OF "THE MOON IS BLUE" 

The ACLU »^Panti«censorihip group ^ the National Council, on Freedom *from Censor** 
ship, " : has joined the fight -Against .Jersey City *s ban of the movie 5 "The Moon is BIue*P 
The CdunqiX lias offered its 'Xfc'gaX aid to the Stanley Theatre where the movie was 
seized by the police last week ori grounds of obspenity** 

Superior Court Judge Thomas Stanton has ruled that the police* acting on the 
^strnptipns of the city Is FubXic, Safety Commissioner^ Bernard Berry * were s within 
"|oth thfe state and local obs/behity ordinances in halting the £ iljm ? s showing© The 
Qudge^ who saw-'the film at a private showing, termed it **a presentation of a sex 
theme Tjith deviations from the accepted standard of morality*" Denying the theatre* s 
i,£ plea fbr an injunction, Judge Stanton said* "Police officials have a responsibility 
to enforce" law's which protect morals of the people© They cannot act exbra«*Xegally 5 
tnit uhd^r due process of la^^ The police, in this case, he said* were not "capri~ 
ci§u#ana arbitrary 1 ? and th^us- due. process was hot violated^ An appeal is ejected to 
te -tafen :: and the Union through its- attorney in Jersey City, Raymond Chasan, will fiXe 
a memorandum of law challenging the 'seizure as censorships 

/Playwright Elmer Rice, chairman- of the Council, attacked. the confiscation of the 
fi"im : as Conforming to the demands of private pressure groups « He urged that the film 
be returned to- the theatre "and allow it to be seen, in the democratic manner* by 
th&se" "bif *the : -public who wish- to view-it o"= Rice-wrote^ to— CfcHraiiissa-oner Berry tha4^- 
"court decisions in New Jersey and other sections of the country have established that 
law enforcement authorities may not legally abdicate their own judgment to that of 
some pressure group, however well intentipned the purpose *"• 

/:% InMseizing' theifiiorij TSe^cy: Had ajihounced that he was acting after protests: f^°^ 
civic groups and Itpman Catholic oV^ani^MiQhs including the Catholic War* Veterans ana 
Holy lifeime /Societies .who cXaimed the filin "wotlld tend to corrupt the -morals of the 
citizens of Jersey <3ity©" * ' v " ' 

f . Rice,, in his Xdtter, stated that the Council supports "under our constitutional 
protection of free *spee<?h, the ri£ht of * all" groups to propagandise for their point 
of viewo £ut where public, of ficials. eonfprm to; these pressures, resulting in -a 
denial' to the rest of the community of their right to see the film^ we must register 
our firm oppositional* ; T *r~~ ^; - \ - • -% *"T^*; * . ' 

< TJie Council attacked as " subterfuge" the use of obscenity laws to ban the film* 
pointing o^t that the film has played in many communities without protests "Merely 
because it 'has been found objectionable by certain groups does not, in our opinion^ 
warrant invoking obscenity statutes V 1 / <^ £ — - 

ihe United Artists Corporation^ distributors of the f dXm^ rspbrt^d that thS £Z2M 
had been banned in Ohio,, Maryland and Kansas and Memphis, Tenn^ Detroit^ Mich«» and 
ifoflhtia, NgH* Tli^.ipictu.re^ al-come^ involving- a boy and sr girX;who meet in the ^Empiris 
"StV'ie "Building and visit the boy's apartment, has been hailed by reviewers in many 
parts pf the country and,, has enj ,pye?l wide bo2C~o£fice svlcc e ss Soi^^S^SS IS^eT*^ 

M _ _ USE OF, UNDISCLOSED C 0 NFIDE NT XAL INFORMATION HIT BY AC^OeST i£ffim3S^T 

> ' ihe ACLU sotighb a: preliminary injunction last week in the^Fed^raX District Court 
in 'Wa^'hin^tbh, t)>0» ehj~oi.ning Attorney General BrowneXX from deporting a Spanish~boria 
couple' wjip had been ..denied suspension Pf deportation on the basis, of confidential 
informatibn never disclosed at the' hearing » 

Th© ^puple^ Mr and MrsV CarXos; I** Maeztu, who returned to this country from 
y Spain i.93h* oyerWtayed the^ir \leave arid were ordered to depart by the Attorney 

(f(f GeneraX* --As; the "i^rent^ pj ^wo .Am^riean ph^Xdre^ th^y requested suspension of deport 
rJL 4.. ft +.4^' ^ ^wviiA/i 0 ojCiiajcdship^ biit 1 werp turned down :on evidence which was -no't^ dis^^. 




SR 



•'-'a-ii anaoitoding the #ttflL ACLU .executive director Pa#M. Murphy Malin said 'the 

of the: growing use of con^ntial information xn agny- 
inp suspehsioii of deportation, which,, he held, was uncphstxtutipnalo ''The Union xs 
selkinflSSough this P 6burt telt to bying. this issue squarely, before the courts which, 
we hopl, wJLli rule that such a procedure is a. clear violation of due Ifoce^o|^gr.^ 

The Maeztu case- first achieved prominehoe when the ACID attacked the cohstitu- 
^0^1-^0^^ prohibits exanrination of the record of 

a case> for the purpose of" determining whether a court action can be brought, «^txl_ 
the ft&orney hadbeen admitted to practice before the Immigration Service and F^ey^te 
the turning of the record' oyer to ^-attorney without the- Service ^ approval^ ACLU 
staff counsel Herbert Monte Levy sought a eou*t order in New York demanding that the 
record in- the; Maeztu case be turned over to him. as the Maeztu' s counsel <so he PoxJld 
disc6ver whfether confidential inf ormation had been used against them asj they contend^ 

On September 28, Federal' Judge Gregory' Hoonan ruled in New. York that the regula- 
tion was not-unconstitutional and dismissed the ACLU complaint on the ground that the 

recor&.had^ the - 
Seedings shbuldrhave 'been b^otight in Washington, DiG»with the Attorney General and 
the federal Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalisation as defendants, rather than 
the New York ' district director of the Immigration Service* However, Judge Nooran sus- 
tained the Union's contention that the regulation should not be used to bar access to. 
the record for determining whether a court case can be brought and termed the Immig- 
ration Servicers delay in supplying the record as 1'unfortunateo" 

■ 6tt6e the Immigration Service permitted examination of the record*, it was dis- 
covered that confidential information had been used as one of the bases for denying 
suspension of deportation. Court action was initiated immediately to challenge the 
Attbrney General *s procedure as a violation of the. due process clause of the Fifth 
Amendment "by,, irt- effect, denying the Maeztu's a- fair hearings 

- SO UTHERN, CALIF. ACLU OPENS' CAMPAIGN AGAINST MCOARRAN^AIiTER ACT 

' The Southern California Branch of ACLU is urging, organizations in its area to 
brinF pressure- td bear oh Congress to get rid of the Walter-MeCarran act during the 
next session, r In a letter to 1 9 $00 church, nationality, labor and civic groups, the 
organization stated* "No action on the Walter-MoCarran law may be expected in the 
next session of Congress unless, there is an undeniable demand upon Congress ty aXl 
individuals and groups who believe that-the act' must~be revised*,"— - - 

The ACHJ ibranch enclosed a model resolution on the Walter-MoCarran act* This 
objects -to the; act .on several grounds, in part because it "discriminates in immigra- 
tion quotas upon the basis of race, creed, and national origin •» Another oboeation 
•t s that the -act "denies to naturalized citizens and non~citizens many constitutional 
protections and standards of fairness that- we^ have come to regard as belonging no 
everyone*" 

The Southern Calif crania Branch .asks each, group, to adopt the resolution at an 
early meeting* The end that the group ha3 in mind is to "impress upon Congress the 
overwhelming. Weight of ' public: .opinion in Southern California for complete revision 
of" the act'^-' " ' ■ . " .* 




* ' * V. ? ' POLICE HARASSMENT. 1 N • PHI3jAJ3EI>PH-lA- SC.O^P > rBY^CLU'J ? AI ...... . 

: • The- ACBtHs' Phiaadelphia.'^ Police Commiss 

sionfe* Thomas Gibbons* order to arrest on. sight "for questioning"j21 suspected racket 
leaders every time they are seen in Philadelphia, and announced that it is exploring 
the possibility of a federal injunction to prevent the order from being carried out* 
Mi-L Lois Forer,. a Philadelphia attorney and acting Chairman of the ACLU Affiliate's 
Ps!$ci ? plactic5l Committee, declared* *We question the legality of W pi of a^ffefet 
as a means of harassment,,,^ If the Police Department has information that -these~men 
have- committed crimes, let warrants be sworn out for their arrest, and let them he_ 
triedc* 1 The 1 ACLU expressed, concern on learning that an order had been issued for *ne 
■ repeated arrest without,. warrant of; these men-on^the,, grounds, that "none work, they 
drive around in expensive cars and live lavishly*'" The ACLU stressed that it takes 
no position on the question of whether T^^^a^^S^*-' * W^ hou i£ £ e <* e "* 
cided by a court," said Mrs* Forer„ "The only interest* of ACLU' is td^ see that the 
constitutional rights of all persons are .respected. Law enforcement in Philadelphia 
.can be jnaintaihed without recourse to unconstitutional methods." 

" ^The police Commissioner announced- the order as part of. a drive to "sweep 
Philadelphia clean of gangsters and racketmen." 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
IS - C. DAYLET. REMYRAD OCTOBER 22 LAST RE PHILHARMON 
AUDITORIUM REFUSAL TO BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM. DAILY 
PEOPLES WORLD THIS DATE CONTAINS ITEM TO THE EFFECT THAT 
EASON MONROE, LOCAL ACLU DIRECTOR, HAS BEEN NOTIFIED THAT 
OXNAM WILL BE UNABLE TO APPEAR HERE DURING THE BILL OF 
, RIGHTS WEEK IN DECEMBER. MONROE IS QUOTED AS ,SAYING 
\ACLU WILL CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO PRESENT BISHOP OXNAM 
"AFTER THE FIRST OF THE YEAR. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
oider to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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AMERICAN C IVIL LIBERTIES UNION. INFO CONCERNING, DAYLET. 
REMYRADS OCTOBER 22 AND 28 LAST RE PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM 
REFUSAL TO ACLU FOR APPEARANCE OF JOSEPH G. BROMLEY OXNAM. f^f4U 
THE DAILY PEOPLES WORLD THIS DATE QUOTES DOCTOR EASON MONROE, 1 
LOCAL ACLU DIRECTOR, AS STATING THAT OXNAM WILL DEFINITELY 
APPEAR IN LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 18 NEXT DURING BILL OF 
RIGHTS WEEK. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THE ACLU QUOTE 
ACCEPTED AN OFFER OF CIO AID IN OBTAINING A MEETING 
WHICH WILL HOUSE SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE, UNQUOTE. 
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'outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
oider to protect the Bureau r s cryptographic systems. 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
DAYLETI RWR^IOTElBEW^TyXAST CONCERNING LOS ANGELES 
APPEARANCE OF BISHOP G. BROMLEY OX NAM. ACCORDING TO THE 
DAILY PEOPLES WORLD THIS DATE, THE ACLU HAS ANNOUNCED THAT 
OXNAM WILL SPEAK ON DECEMBER 18 AT THE FIRST METHOD I ST CHURCH, / 
1813 SOUTH HOPE STREET. THE DAILY PEOPLES WORLD STATES THE 
TALK IS QUOTE UNDER AUSPICES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH, UNQUOTE, 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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It is a matter of" public "record" that the Civil Liberties- .Union 
of Massachusetts has constantly provid@di-oppQs:£t«lpn to legisla- 
tion directed against the Communist Pa.^y an4/cg* its members «, 
This opposition has taken the form of ^ewaM35|r -cdMment &nd 
personal appearances of Civil Lib^rti^eB Union members bef. ore 
legislative boards at the Massachusetts State House, *hp 
opposition, has been ori, behalf of protection of "civil libertie 
and "civil rights," 
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Txtur letter dated Mvezi.ber 23, 2353, vSFSTi 
mclomr^ M$ beeti recei&ed* 

Although $ would like 'to b£ of ge~rvic0 f 
information in FBI files i& confidential md mailable 
for official use only*. I mould like, to point out also 
that thia Bureau is Strictly d fact-finding agency end 
does not Stal;e: evaluations a? drain Oonolvi&ions qo to the 
character or integrity of. my. organization or individual* 

. I Mom %&u mill uhdefjstafid thv rea&or< for these 
titles and. tail! not infer cither that toe do or that me do 
not &,av& the information you d&sivc^ ' '. ' . 



$inc0 



ItttfiJftasa".' 



** Director 



No-be; £orrespondenf; T >& enc£o,swr£ma$ an air mail stamped? 
&e If -addressed ejibelope, Which 4& h&ing 1 uiiJ/ized in, the 
reply.: \ <Q . \ 

_ _ : Bufile 61 r l90-13 reflects :thni ihe^M^Asm~~ > 
^lE ij^^^^ ^ ^ 3 MMJ!& done Gv'n$43&rable > sniping at -the 
bureau. jn^^TyaW^n t&garrds £d mtre tapping* Consider- 
•able carre<sppndencfr has he'en had? however? wWh effictalsw 
of this organisation* ; , 
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ermaii, Washington representative of the 
Civil Xiibe rtie s TJnion, who has mutch more intelligence and understanding 
than .most of the civil rights people have, came, in to see ;me last week. 
He was: genuinely disturbed on the disclosure of files and the Director's ^ 
testimony and what its implications were. 




Miss Gandy _ 




I told Ferman that the Director had no choice but to accede 
to the demands of the Senate Subcommittee., after the planting of numerous 
stories occurred in the press which/would, place the blame at the Director's 

! doorstep. 1 told Ferman that the Director's, views on disclosures of files 
remained unchanged, and that the Director over the yearsr had stood adamant 
on this point; that obviously there are certain matters over which the Director 
had no control, and that the Attorney .General, as. was the case in. the Cgplon 
case, could produce records,whiclx in: the Cpploii case was done over the 
Director's protest and after a;solemn commitment with, the Director. I told 
Ferman, that the Director had alwajys taken a common sense view and that he 
had held that no record of the .Bureau should "be disclosed if it would divulge 
confidential sources of information, confidential inyestigative techniques, if 
it would violate a confidence of if the diyulgence of the file s would in any way 
injure an innocent person. I told him that the Director had always felt that 
the essential ends of justice should be met and that the Director would not for 
one minute stand on. the confidential character of the Bureau's files if 'to do 
so would mean that an innocent man. would suffer; that the files were intended 
as tools to be used in the interest of justice. 



agreed. 



Ferman stated that he, thoroughly understood and thoroughly 



Ferman then wondered whether I "had kny views, or advice 
on the American Civil Liberties Union's expressing itself on the disclosure 
if files. I told him that X did not; that I, of^c purse, did pot know what line 

ryy ot he was the 



the ACLU would take; that naturally if n Pa?t^alm, Jg|£§ 

guiding genius, I felt quite certain anything sSid^ould he^constructive , but 
also there were powerful forces in the A.CLiXJ who would not. hesitate to use 



the ACLtJ for political purposes. Ferman confide 
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Memorandum to Mr., Tols oil f rom Li. B. Nichols 



said that he had been disillusioned many times at the absolute arrogance of 
the Civil Ldbertinian's. 

He then went into the matter of evaliiation and Ferman stated 
that he saw no conflict at all with the Director's expressing an opinion to the 
Attorney General when requested and the BiireauVs tr;ajiiiional position: of not 
making evaluations. 

The attached letter states that Ferman discussed this matter 
with Pat Maliii over the weekend .Malin is going to Write to the Director a 
non- publicized letter, ^nd that he, Ferman, hoped that the result would be 
a meeting betweenPat and the Director. Ferman pointed out that both Pat 
and he expressed their keen feeling of the irresponsibility for the stories 
engineered prior to former President Truman 1 a speech which necessarily 
involved the Director. 

A letter of acknowledgment .for my signature is attached. 
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From the Department of* Indiana^, " The Amersicak| Legion* Indianapolis !, Indiana 
FOR JWS3EDI&TB RKL5SAS23 ^ ■ f *. ? \ - • 

* * * * * * ^ *********** * * * * # * 

* This statement by Boy Mo Amos. p Department * 
♦Commander pi* the . Indiana American Legion is * 
♦submitted as a letter to the ^ditoro It sets * 
*foribh in full his 'position on the American * 
*CivijL Liberties^ Union© * * 
^^**# ********* 

Bv ROY lS.AmOS D 
Indian a. Dep&rtmejit Commander^ The American Legion 

"In order fp*° Evil to triumph f, . it -is only necessary that good men do 
nothing about itg u t 

This statement by 'Edmund Burke made more than 20G years ago --long before 
Communism^ now sweeping the globe, lijce a prairie firej> was ever heard of «~app lies 
with terrific impact to America today o ; 

We are. at war with aggressive Communism at-home and abroad* It is d 
struggle in which a determined effort is being made right here in our land to 
capture the minds or all Americans 0 . Communist agents ff spies 0 fellow travelers 
have pervaded all t ; ranlps of* Axtie ri caxi , life to carry qut a t top level strategy of* the 
Bad Kremlin war Iprds to make every use of the American people themselves in the 
Moscow conspiracy, aimed at their de struct ipn© 

To this enc^ there, have b^en set up thousands of* various organizations 
in this country with noble -sounding names and avowed high purposes as Communist- 
front organization^© Many gu/llible Americans have been/ delved" into joining 
such groups and 1 thereby unwittingly contributing to their own* eventual undoing as 
free citizens© ■i;;' > ; 1 ' / ■ ' t " 

The war^wi^h Communism %s a war to 'the deaths It is- a war in which the 
American people will be called upon sooner or llater to surrender 5 temporarily some 
of their cherished rights in order that all their liberties might be preserved^ 
It will take cosily . sacrificed and/devotion beyond the call of duty to win this war«- 

In fighting Cpmmunism in Ipd^ana and dls^where in pUrr land^ The American 
Legion is using only,. the weapons of education^ of exposure through publi^j^ty and 

by demanding enforcement of existing state ^tnd federal laws against s .subversion* 

* ------- * • • / , ** 

rt is therefore^, adamantly ppposed* to the entry ixito Indiana of any 
organization with a record that assures every Communist exposed in this state 
of free legal defens.e of his treasonable activities <> 

At its last two national conventions in 1952 and 1953* The American Legion 
has demanded an investigation of the activities.. of t^e American Civil Liberties Union 



~2~ 



•to determine on the basis of its record whether it is a Cbmpaunist -front or sub- 
versive organization© 

In this demand The American Legion based its* action-' on the- following 
documented facts s t> 

That the ACLTJ is the qutgrpwth qf an organization first set up to defend 
World War I draft dodgerso t Vt ft 

That Roger N^vBaldwin^ its guiding spirit from its cradle days, past 
director and now chairman of the nfi tijonal' committee pff ^Q_A |PLU is a former member, 
of the IWW, a radical syndicalist group of the WprSLdWajr J period, that he served 
a term in prison as a draft dodger©. 

That this same Baldwin is quoted ok Page 7 of the Harvard College Class 
Book of the Class of 190$ as v declaring, "ray chief aversion is the system of greed* 
private pr v ofit p privilege and violence which makes up the control of the world 
today, and which has brought it to the tra'gio crisis of unprecedented hunger and 
unemployment 0 © o X seek , sqcial o^wner ship pf property, the abolition of the 
propertied class and sole ppntrdl by those who produce wealths Communism is the 
goal** » , • , f f » ^ : ' ^ . ' , * 

That in 1920 the ACLTJ went to the .defense of the IWff assassins of four 
legionnaires in what is known as the Cent rali a, Washington, Massacre in which 
these Bolsheviks machine~gunjjed' -the * f ii;st annual AnjerjL can r/ Legiqn * Armi sti ce Day 
parade* ,v # s . * ' ' > ' / - * 

That this , same** Baldwin in testifying before |l Congressional Committee 
in 1931 was asked by the chairman, "Dpes your organization uphpld. the right of a 
citizen or alien-«it does not make any- difference which=~to advocate murder?" 
That his reply was, "Yes<>" That he was* asked further questions/ and answered as 
follows si " ? " ' , '< ' - : * '* 

"Or assassination?*? ' ; / . . . * 

«Yeso ,B , ' ' '/ ' « ' ' ' - * ' 

"Does your organizatipn uphpld t£.e r ; ight : pf an, American citizen to 
advocate force and violence for^the overthrow of the Government 7 w 

"Certainly | insofar as mere advocacy is c once rne'd. o 18 

That in 19 35 this same Baldwin in his official capacity as ACLTJ director 
appeared on American college campuses and led students in talSiiigr the "Oxford" pledge 
not to bear arms in defense of the United Statqs© 



. .,That under "the guidance o£ tl*is same Baldwin, fully 90 per cent of the 

* ■* 

ACLU^s time, efforts, and funds have been e^pehde'd in* "behalf" of Communists , 
radicals., subversive aliens and other diislpy^al elements Yfho have come into con- 
flict, with the law© ; ? » , ■ * ' • 

That control. Of the A C LU for many years .has been in the hands—not of 
good Americans who subscribe to the avowed purposes of. this organization—but 
in those who have dedicated themselyes to the, protection of Communists and theiir 
native or alien stooges in, the /grand conspiracy to, overthrow the American Government 
by force and violence © 

The itoerican ; Legion does not deny tjie right of any American organization 
to meet in Indianapolis or tp express its views *^ It is vitally interested, 
however,, in letting, the people* of Indiana know tne real Jpa'cts in this case<> 
It believes that all good Hposier citizens pan make up * their own- minds ~$$xi& 
quickly— 'in the face of the truth --whether or not ■ The American Legion is justified 
as a patriotic organization in opposing the ACLU and in demanding that Congress 
and the Government investigate its activities 0 

As the spokesman £or- l$,p,p00 Hoosier Legionnaires:, I am also of the 
belief that Indiana, citizens will be slow, in lending their names' and their 
support to the ACLTT until 'its patriotic status is no longer in question* 

In this time of extreme peril in which we live, the vital need is for 
fearless and militant Americanism* — We cannot beat back the threat of Communism 
with anything less than 100-per cent love of America & 
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''#6l¥ of ©o^r^]Efb»._ r I^J;.aok\ifiS -staadv-t« ' salaries- Jfef^SS* : > v > 
. - prepared ^thatVaih dfflcjLad: shahM , read tkfa W'f • i he : letters , was. 
* sympathetic, tp, .the -B^r e^ti-' and was not .critical ■ 331 .any, sense of the; Bureau. . - 



P haw -^Viiocp^±'i;*t^eli^)e'-V6 -.expect * tba;Pras ideht of, thetthitpd .'States- to ;- >t 
/v^e^'eft. a,. ^ Ha s : aw the'.wisdbjii O^Cthls,..: -, 

r ' fa6t^n-e,.^a's : ap#,oaad- : to t^e^ietteiPg:. 'l;-thlnk,; too,, that he .s,ho^«d ; them'- to; , 



i'^'iae*. '^ritftri^y' "£63?; p.uj?po:|e v .:of ^ejbt.ing.' bfejections w-hic^ he'"-M'feht use,? _ .'> : 
.* : f '-. 'flriB|ieV't'0' the • At^fcne^;-;(ren^.r'al w^'a miacii: ;&toyngea?r^ 




T^e/'-iette*- '4i&v #it^^r«'^ fa «^ : "^ ,1b ^* je ^* tfe^t'.the h^'d hot written' 

"'. W-it ^a^t^d'-tn . g£v# ; iikowg&fr to.- ths> '^d^'"^^^*'-^^^ 4'*$ • ' ' 
1 VMa^ikgW^.* i'^a^^feslt W did Goinmunieate i the. yievrs -of t;he ,AQL0 tor Mr i- ' 



•thgt 'lt"was>itiy r-e.tf6ii;eet:io-n tHat"'^ 'c'-ame py fe| ^|Lg^^''^^a**^ <tik # ' -.* ' 
' ^^©^'%a-|.i'S'- r &rid:.-wlts: : '-h®b- c-offiing.. ^n,.to ; ^OjtoJiiiri^dette; ^iaytht^ig'^from. the- • - 
' -^ia^^M-oK '''*'fle%i»te3d -1?±xisfe w^.a' ^o^rect.,-. .aithoTa'&li ha da;d* tell : , ' 

* v'-ffaijiio. "^ha^.'he: had' t^fead- to" fe^te a l ; ate,^; date^ aih^ it' -was * a,£ tar hearing ; 
/ * --this.' ■? 'l^^iraxiv'^-Si^ifl'^He- ra^soh whF'.ha Jm, &Kok% ^rte. t^e, latters *.. ifeb^.. ; , • 

--/that 'pbijfefc ii© : ^.t^M ''ijh&& >liis.: ^.g>.le.t7 ©h a jxtrB^oal' and. . .• ; .;. 
; , ' q:dnf i'daiitaal -15'%s.d.s' ' -as . ha* "want ed % t .^.qhs ' ' ' ' v ^- ^ ^ v.-,; • . , ; \ ^ : _* . < ,'\ 

* : y- * • ;\.:Cx '^ard* iaini tiat "gm^^ti]^ ' sagg^^Qn w.as -'that, -if ^he^'>thihk ; that^ . 
• & ift'attarC o# p-rific£p^e ' sbrae%h'"in«; %hbuld i: he, s;ai^- 'Of -:;tfe.e ^phf idanfifil • . • 
4l.a#aotar' «2P **hi*f BiireJau^s files ' tJi-ehl-itv.sh.buld- he 'said';tb it ha Attorney , 

• general'" and: tt^i 'w$$p.hci% ,msj^: t ^s'-..|ia."M,4^uld ,b.e".;-.s'#M .o;h.tha. basis'. of ^ .'; 
p-rihelfilev, ; • :. ; . ' '" ' . . " '" ■';*"•■;' " .■ '". ' . ^' , 

■ " .' • I- 1 p^d; i did hbt •isanajfte .that; the .F^LtT; ^as..ydefand-ing. 4#ita: •• 
; = tnat .IhertaiKiy^" if "'^.ae^- .went-*od>'f.ki*,/-t-he$r, critics; i^Qtild ;.e4lPtai"hi^ .s.plza- ■ . 

up-ok -thi^ Ffe«n!aA .s-t&!^®d* 'ifei^ ^ ^gr;eed^ th-ob.' h|- thought ' the-. A^LtT ;, wo'ul#- ' i 
] - /be -h:e:tta:r : 6f f \-i^ t ^ad§^;'ttte;'le*te#$.;,. ;£,"t61dr.-hli^ t^ls;;o^ ;hp : ii?s*a was up 
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B. Kiclaols 



December* 16* 1953 



- ' T^**g -.of the foteyloiWl .gfcgll ■Mfe^J^C TO^^ 

called'me - Way to, advice that* %h<? ilas^ddregsihg aTppr.t 4 .me - . . 

mlli& mlvtln it ^fould ^o^/tbd f9*M&»$ that B^esu f lies -Should ; , 
ndt bei disclosed and'wherein lfe.^onld^p#e^ Je|r@ ; t. .<*»»• the nee^i^ . .; • 
of' '-ike £lreVtor teeehtiy -testifying qtf the jtffc$*e case* although |hey^ 
recognize btoo^awpes ; whtpli .f oiK^" ;; feiie D$re.e^£ infeo.- tiias. • ^rmaii^ , 
stltSd that, the AOLIJ was * not Making /this; ptftllb v'&hd 'ttoas/^ purely j to* , 
• private '>^un^^w;tli^b *"* wanted',^ tQ ; ;.£how ^hafe *,as in the wind.- ; 

* '•" ■ ' H& atated ' that tfc&in,. i;he ^cut^:e ; 331*60 ter ; of ' ih-e ACXtf,, , 
it*s burned, up over the -Attorney General^ disclosures, but. was sympathetec. 
to- the Bureau's 1 position.,- • - - . . *. . ( .. ' 

- * 'f aSfce^hiitt 'Mi -t4afe : ^je»b.>. wfcy w4*$e-'/ l^tt-ef He s-tated that. - 
he thtou&ht in' fer York -they felt th^y had td-,wr£b& a le tter . . I asked if.-:, 
wes&urf was, helng placed on the- AQIiU 'and he 'said he d$d not. know* • • . . 



-cc .Mr.-'' liadd" , 
r Mr. Belmont 
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Th3 Pirecfcar 
iL &. Ladd 



December 19,. 19^3 
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"sailed and advised that he had just learned 
Tbhat the c ivil Liberties - ^titoTX had. ; today "kicked, " 
*Lw <> -in th&^CivilL Liberties_Jinion» 'Mr. 



b7D 



u^^, LftYhrtrvfc from a top ■Job. in the^lvil Lihe^gg^^.n* "Hr. 



'staged that 'this- was cohf identia.1 fro the. time being hut he. 
wanted £o pass it orr t o the Bureau i 



Bureau records, reflect that Corliss aiaoht is listed. as a 
.member of the ^o&rd of directors of the ^nericah Civil Liberties Fnion. 
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Weekly Bulletin #1623 December 7, 1953 

AGLU OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA HITS STATE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMbilTTEE 

Calif brhia* r s Senate Fact FinUirig Conmiitrtee; on Un-Americ~an' Activities exceeds 

I its legal authority on two counts, according to the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Northern California* 

Recommending dismissal of private utility employees deemed "uncooperative" ' 
in committee hearings and the exchange of information with private utility com- 
panies regarding employees goes beyond the committee's specified function, the ACLU 
chapter said in a letter to Chairman Hugh M. Burns , The committee., is authorized 
to find facts and recommend legislation. 

In recommending dismissal of witnesses , the committee acts as prosecutor, 
Judge and jury, the ACLU wrote,, and witnesses are penalized indirectly without 
due process of law. The exchange of information regarding employees is similar to 
what reportedly has been established by the committee with California colleges and 
universities ♦ 

Recalling the necessity of the federal Magnuson Act before security risks in 
the maritime industry could be screened by the Coast Guard, the ACLU letter noted 
that such authority is currently lacking to the committee in its investigations 
of private utilities* 

ts PREffff THOTOCjRAF HERS" 1 ' 'CONTEMPT" CONVICTION' STUDIEDLY' 'CI3WELAND~AGLU 

The recent conviction on contempt of court charges of three staff members 

I of The Cleveland Press is now being studied by the Legal Committee of the Cleveland 
Civil Liberties, Union, for a possible civil liberties violation* 

The case revolves around the taking of a photograph in Common Pleas Judge 
Joseph H. Silbert*s courtroom after the judge had announced a ban on pictures to 
one of the defendant's.. The photograph, taken and published on August 20 in 
defiance of the judge's order, showed a former Probate Judge under arraignment on 
embezzlement charges... The photographer had taken the picture on the express in- 
structions of his city editor, who had been informed of Judge Silbert 's edict* 

Judge Silbert who laid down the original rule against photographs, himself 
cited the three newsmen for contempt and later handed down their conviction on 
September 9., describing their behavior as "open defiance." The Judge said his ban 
on photographs was based on Section 35 of the Canon of Ethics of the American Bar 
Association, which specifies that photographs of court sessions should not be 
permitted. 

Commenting on the conviction, Louis B. Seltzer, Editor of The Press ,,, said: 
>fr All X can say "is* that it was to be expected that the jul3^e~ who cited " us f or con- . ~ 
tempt and acted as judge, jury and prosecutor, would in self-defense, find us 
guilty. We feel that the principle involved is so important we are going to carry 
it to the higher courts." ^^ ^^^J^ ^ ^ 

Officials of the Cleveland Civil Liberties Union report ^^fia/t ^S^rs^srthe 
Cleveland Newspaper Guild are now questioning whether a civil lifc(£5£3Q.esgLss^^is 
involved at all, inasmuch as Judge Silbert T s order was within his authority '*and 
it was deliberately violated* On the possibility that such a violation h as occ urred, 
the Cleveland Newspaper^Guila and .responsible employees of The Press are currently 
supplying the Cleveland affiliate of the ACLU with the necessary background details 



of the case. 



FREE BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN NEW JERSEY CHALLENGED ON CONSTITUTIONAL GROUNDS 

• The New Jersey Supreme Court is being asked to decide whether it is constitu- 

tional to distribute pocket— size copies of the King James Version of the New Testa—. 



€k oJ^^Qp'^^^jSe^^ the 01d Testament in public schools* 
J? AEy&XAR WEEKLY SE R V>/ C E . FURTHER 



IN FOR MATta 



FURNISH E 0 



Weekly Bulletin #1623, 
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■A suit has been brought by a Catholic parent, Mr. ^P^P^f?* ^w^* 
parent Mr. Bernard Tudor, to restrain the board of educatxon of the Rutherford, 
New Jersevschdoll from permitting and materially assisting the Gideon Socxety to 
StributS the Biblical texts' in the public school system. The plaintiffs maintain 
thafluch action Violates constitutional requirements for separation of church and 
state*, 

The Superior Court of New Jersey has ruled against the parents, but has 
1 granted an tojSSon against further distribution of the Bibles until the matter 
[has been resolved in thS courts. The state Supreme Court has ^/^ eS ^ c ^ S 
* decision* The suit has attracted the interest and support of the ACLU, American 
Sx"sh Congress! Synagogue Council of America, National^Community Relatxons Advxsory 
Council, and the diocesan authority of the Roman Catholxc Church* 

REPORT CITES "STEADY PROGRESS" IN NON-DISCRIMINATORY EMPLOYMENT IN SOUTH 

The National Planning Association has found '-steady progress'' toward inte^ 
. gration of white and Negro employees in three plants practx'cxng, non-dxscrxmxnatxon 
I policies in Southern and "border" states* 

The report, said the advance of 30b equality within the plants was accompanied 
by gradual acceptance and approval of the policyin the three coiMunxtie s- 
tie! where the prevailing employment practices ^P^?^ 0 ^ 3 -^^^ Ld Memphis 
workers. /The communities are Evansv.ille, Indiana, Louxsvxlle, Kentucky, and Memphxs, 
Tennessee* All are owned and operated by the International Harvester Company* . 

John Hope II, Director of Industrial Relations in the Race Relations Depart- 
ment of Fisk University, wrote the report following on-the-spot studxes for the 
Planning Association Committee of the South* 

Company records over a two-to-four year period ending in 1950 show, the 
author said, that: 

m White and Negro workers performing the same task got the same wages in 
all three plants* 

« In all plants the Negro's share of total employment had increased,,. 

«s> The percentage of Negroes in job classifications above the unskilled level 
has grown "significantly" in all plants* 

Association officials said the committee was currently engaged in other 
studies of Negro employment conditions irt the South and wanted to complete them 
before drawing conclusions about controversial racial employment xssues, xncludxng 
compulsory -fair employment practices.* 



CORRECTION 



Supplementing the information contained in the November 23, 1953 FEATURE 
PRESS SERVICE #1621, about the grounds of *Mr. Lament *s refusal to ^ n ^^^ e ^^?., 

Iround on which he based his refusal was that of the invasxon of the 0 udxcxal depart- 
ment *s jurisdiction by the legislative department in violation of the constxtutxonal 
requirement of separation of powers » 

Please note that due to a typographical error, the word "the" was omitted 
' from the first sentence of the second paragraph of that story on page 1, and that 
the sentence should have read "This is the only one of three current cases raising 
the First Amendment point so far before the Supreme Court*" To clarxfy any confu- 
sion that may exist, Mr, Emspak*s case is now being reviewed by the'U. S a Supreme 
Court, Mr*. 0* Connor has just been indicted for contempt of Congress, and Senator 
McCarthy has indicated he will request the Senate to cite Mr* Lament for contempt 
^T*^ when it reconvenes in January*, 
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AMEMICANISMSCOMNJISSION 
INDIANAPOLIS. IND. 



\rrrfy 



office or the 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



r 



1608 K Street, N. W*; 
Washington, D. C. > 



November 2h, 19& 



MEMORANDUM TO: The Director 




S 



% 



■9 



A very serious controversy is going on here 
lin Indianapolis between the^Wlcan^i^^rties Union, 
fech ertablished a ctepter^e^ra^alo, and the Depart- 
'ment of Indiana of The American Legion. 

I am enclosing for your information, art un- 
dated statement made by Indiana's Depart ^nder, issued 
at week, together with a rebuttal statement concerning / 
ArthuTSrfield„Hays' address, dated Havener 22, 19*3. 

According to newspaper statements, Hays 
attacked Attorney General BrowneU for calling HariyDexter 
mte a Coeaunist spy without proof - "He took the word of a 
X for^Tthe MX". He made numerous other sneering remarks 
caning Congressional committees, the Government Loyalty 
proband proposals to permit wire taps. The Indiana Legion 
KTvire recording of his entire address « 
cop^ are available, will forward to you a copy for Bureau 
records. 



V 



Respectfully, 

o/juz — • 

LEE R. PENNINGTON, Director 
National Americanism Cosn&osion 
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• Mr. Holloman- 
Miss Gandy — 



^A MERICAN, CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
DAYLET. REMYRAD NOVEMBER 30 LAST CONCERNING LA APPEARANCE 
OF BISHOP G. BROMLELY OXNAM. THE LOS ANGELES TIMES ON 
DECEMBER 18 AND 19 REPORTED CONCERNING A PRESS CONFERENCE 
HELD BY THE BISHOP ON DECEMBER 17 AND HIS SPEECH ENTITLED 
QUOTE CONTEMPORARY THREATS TO CIVIL LIBERTIESfTO CIVIL 
L I BERT I ES)UNQUOTE DELIVERED DECEMBER 18 TO AN AUDIENCE OF 
APPROXIMATELY 3000 PERSONS AT THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH. 
AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE OXNAM IS REPORTED TO HAVE DESCRIBED 
THE COMMUNIST PART# AS A CONSPIRACY AND ONE THAT THE FBI IS 
THE PROPER AGENCY TO HANDLE, RATHER THAN QUOTE INCOMPETENT 
UNQUOTE HOUSE COMMITTEES. HE CITED THE WALTER MC CARRAN ACT 
AND SMITH ACT AS THREATS TO CIVIL LIBERTY. HE STATED HE DOES 
NOT APPROVE OF WITNESSES HIDING BEHIND THE FIFTH AMENDMENT, 
SAYING QUOTE I WISH THEY WOULD SPEAK UP BUT I DON*T WANT TO 
SEE THE FIFTH AMENDMENT STRICKEN UNQUOTE. THE FOLLOWING ARE 
PERTINENT STATEMENTS FROM HIS SPEECH ON DECEMBER 18 AS RE- 
PORTED BY THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, QUOTE NEITHER THE COMMUNIST 
NOR THE FASCIST BELIEVES IN OR TOLERATES CIVIL LIBERTY. TO- 
TALITARIAN, WHETHER OF LEFT OR RIGHT, DEMANDS CONFORMITY. 
CONFORM OR DIE IS THE DICTATE OF THE DEMAGOGUE UNQUOTE. THE 
LOS ANGELES TIMES STATED: QUOTE HE PLEADED FOR AN END TO THE 
KIND OF INVESTIGATIONS MADE BY COMMITTEES SUCH AS THE HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON UN8MER I CAN ACTIVITIES, SAYING THAT THAT COMMITTEE 
IS SMEARING, NOT INVESTIGATING HE ASSAILED THE COMMITTEE 

FOR SEVERAL SMEAR ATTACKS UPON HIMSELF. HE CITED ORGANIZATIONS 
HE WAS ACCUSED OF HAVING JOINED AND OF MEETINGS HE WAS CHARGED 
WITH HAVING ATTENDED. HE POINTED OUT THAT INVEST I GATORS>EASilJ^ 
COULD HAVE DISCOVERED HE NEVER HAD JOINED SUCH ORGANIZAPWS/W 




NOR ATTENDED SUCH MEETINGS. 



I£ ,the .intelligence contained in the above^e^s%3ge is to be disseminated 
outside- the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 



SUCH SMEAR INFORMATION HE SA I D«WA§A 
-j on RECORDED - 89 i§^ 2 ^ 
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RECEIVED: ' 12-22-53. 12:37 A.M. RPF 



Mr. Tolson- 
Mr. Ladd- 



Mr. Nichols- 

RELEASED ABOUT HIM WITH NO EFFORT MADE TO ASCERTAIN THE Va%- 
TRUTH UNQUOTE. HE FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT AS EARLY AS 
1935 HE HAD WRITTEN A SYNDICATED NEWSPAPER ARTICLE CON- 



Mr. Mohr . 



DEM3NG THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THIER UNITED FRONT TACTICS. 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman — 
Miss Candy 



fl0! ttSSSmSJOE^'tf 

DOIL INTEL. DIVISXGH . " 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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LEWIS AND CLARK COLLEGE 



FQRMEAkV.ALOANV COUCOE.FOONOEO 1007 



Iteceniber 19, 1953 



POST OFFICE BOX 149 HONE 7 
OS1S S. W. PALATINE HILL. ROAD 

PORTLAND 1, OREGON 



Mr. Jf. Edgar Hoover 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, i>. 0- 

My dear Mr. Hoover, 

I nave "before me a^report' of an ^ 
organization loio-sm as the ^jto ieripan Civil ; 
Liberties tfotipn.i? I am anxious W J&So^r***^- 
"how our Ji'^erai Burean of Investigation 
regards them. As I understaad it, they are 
an organization offering their legal services 
in coiart cases. Is it the attitude of our 
federal Bureau that every a ccused'man is ent itled 
to legal counsel? Or is it the attitude- 
that this organization is aiding sxlJ% gazetting 
the caase of CJommunism in this cot 

Very sincerely y| 
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JDedeinber 2&y 1953. 



Tolsoa — 
Ladd_^ 
Nichols — 
Belmont- 
Clegg — 
Gtavin — 
.Harbo — 
Rosea — 
Tracy— 
Gearty — 
Mohr 




AIR MIL 



,ffl jz>r- P< Hdlcolm Haymond 

t _ &1$X Southeast Stark Street 

[Portland 26, Oregon 

Qear Br* iSammondz 

tour letter dated December 29 r 2953; with 
enclosure*? has been received. . - t s , 

Although X mould tike to be of service, 
t ikust advise thai> the files of the FBI are Confidential 
and available for official use pnly* X mould also* 
like to point out that the S*£I is striatly a fact- 
finding agency and does not draw conclusions or make 
evaluations as tp fhe charaate:r or integrity of any 
organisation or individual • 

i I | X know #m will understand the reasons 

Jojr these rules. and\ wt&X na$ infer either that we do 
\r titat me do not ham the: infomatipn you requested* 

" The |*3r is, of course,, well atoare of the 

pfovi sims of the United States Constitution that 
every accused person in a criniri&l prosecution is 
entitled to advice of counsel* 

, ; * Sincerely yours$ 



r*1 



1: 



f 



John Edgar IKoover 
Director 




NOTEs JBufile 61*190-13 
Liberties Union has done 
in ihe past in regards t 
Correspondence has been 
organization* 

. Correspondent r s 
being utilised in reply* 
U. S. Constitution* 



GEM-:mer: mirth 



reflects that the -American Civil 

considerable sniping at the Bureau 
o wi re tapping +r t . Considerable 
had, rh owe v&rl* Smith officials of this; 

8e if-a$dresp$d> % stamped envelope is 
La'st paragraph per Article VI of 



4* 



^interrowdp^ 
Tele. Roonw^ 
Holloman— 1^ 
Miss G&ndy — 
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.->:, i^0q£&to&6$ -urn Ant-tit '■- 'V v / 




' is^^f-;di--i^0^3;i*^ffipi^i Mai Me' AV^^oar^ / 
%-3ft$Qfr$te[8_ Pitted sS^^6%s-i4e^gltIe s.rfopzi$g ^.r r 




' Ladd ^ : 
^Nichols ■ ■ " ■ 
Belmbot - ^ .' 

*• Glavio: — 
. Harbo;., -// 
•Rosea — ^ -. v '} 
^ Tracy— — ^f. 

Geatty: — '—^ 
* Mohr ^ 
/TPinterrowd-^. 
-Xele. Room ^- 

Miss«Gandy ^ 



^ NOTE? 

. - ^fte Bureau l -^/.*fee^Bx^fe-ift 7?<5^ard§ to wire *i(&pp$J}git;' 
v. :&onsiderabZe corfe^ fydy foowev&p* 

:\ off Ratals, o^ihis 6vga$^a%i,on.s * " 



M3MP'3t'_ 





MARY E. HUGHES 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR 
P. O. BOX 1026 
GLENDIVE. MONTANA 



December 24, 1953 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 

D. C. 



Gentlemen: 



Recently a business acquaintance sent in a subscription to 
a magazine in my*\name* The name of publishers of this 
magazine is the~#merican Civil Liberties 

— .^^j-v. x^-*ilrm^+U:Y<*!tff* 



I am wondering if this organization is listed as subversive, 
and if so, I should certainly want my name taken from their 
mailing list. Would you kindly inform me whether or not 
this organization is questionable, * and if you do not handle 
this type of inquiry, kindly direct my letter to the proper 
agency. 



Thanking you in advance, I am 



Yours very truly, 
Mary E. Hughes 



MEH : wd 
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WASHINGTON^ Dec. 14. ~ 
Froih oHe 'end of the country to 
the other Tfie Associated Press 
very; proper!^ transmitted' oh 
Sunday night a sumniarv^pf the' 
160-page report of the&Ajraji-j 
^an^viLJLdberiles JJm^rmr, 

not .evaluate such reports,, many 
American citizens were* given a 
misleading; and inaccurate and 
wholly distorted' view of civil 
liberties by/an -organization sup- 
posedly dedicated to* the cause 
' of justice i in- indivlduai; rights., 1 
The right, to. misinform, fs/ of 
xbUrse; as' basic" as the "right .to 
Inf orm: accurately— It . air -conies 
imdettthe headings of freedom 
of -speech. But what tne-Su- 
-preme> Court of the United States 
has decided to be the- supreme 
law* <3t tfie land : and the T - inter- 
pretation of the. Constitution 
given by^the court is a question 
?of, fact supported by recorded 
'* decisions., The American, Civil 
/Liberties Union nevertheless 
^says flatly: % 
. * "Some legislator^ claun«they 
"have* the right Jmd'.Suty fo 'esc- 
, pose'— not only 'illegal acfe ft and 
J executive or judicial malfeasaS&e 
' and misfeasance, and mfovniaV 
/.tioii pertinent; to constitution- 
ally permissible legislation^but 
/.anything "which they consider 

* dangerous and which other 
people cannot and will not 
expose. ' 

denies. Right to "Expose" 
i. ^Tortliat claim- we^must. make 
this' same blunt reply : no legis- 
lature; *has any fight even to 
^ 'expose* anything which iiaaot 

* pertinent- t&. constitutionally 
: penhissible" legislation, ' just; as 
the executive arid^he/ judiciary 
Have no bright to^exce'eoV their, 
respective constitutional^ pow- 
ers^ ' * * • " ■ ' 

-No more inaccurate statement 
of, constitutional- law, has ever 
been: s& widelyv distributed by a 
national organization; ftt- prer 
supposes; tliat the. Constitution 

^fTa-s trait, jacket an^l il|ver- can 

, be^am^nagd^ alth^ 
beeitamended_twenty-f*^ ^] 
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Rosen 
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RECORDED ' 

JAN 12 1954 



Times-Herald 
Wash. Post 
Wash. News 
Wash. Star 
N.Y. Herald Tribune 
N.Y. Mirror 



&3 JAN 1 81954 



Date: 



A 



* 



: -v^ha^sayI" theJe) lsV'sucJ&4 
Ktutibhally^^ 

^.&iiina^McSoii. >y v 0ongr^ss; is 

'IT am n'^A : '/(am 'mtn% nOTI njr -flVlTT 



■ ■fi&rlnis 4 asVthejr haveV4ohe 
^-countless timesji& the^&ast to 
ix : :detefihine\& whatr j^pecfe'ttfe 
^',existin'# : Constitution: ^may/^be 
, anienilei , suPBremeHetffpr'eym 
' MliifiedY TheV Twenty-first 
i Amendment repealed ahd'nullir 
*n^d'the.Eighteehth Amendment 
K>o'h J prohibition. -.Ateb;vjfc^yas_ the 
late President Roosevelt whc 
, "advised sCdngress/ to ' go, ahead 

eve nif in, doubt about 1 its; cpnr 
* stlfcutiohality? ^ ' 1 * > ' 1 j- ; 

* ^it^JRis)xt "Upheld v 
^f^'Again- knbf agatt^e^Supfeme^ 

Court ,of the TJnited States'has 

* upheld ; tee iniiiniited right ^of 
** Congressional ^committee 'fo in- 
^ vestigate Uteiafirahything^for 

therelslrio subject , wnich-.cpuld 
not xbme; ; witHin ihe; purview o| 
^C?brig?essi6rM r actionf either- by 

or 'b'y new -amendments the 
1 -Constitution or repeal ;ofvexistr 

* ing provisions.. The people nave 
i * iEJxu their p6wei%;through- Cqn- 
? greis, :tb f '*consi&eir^any'' t j3hanges 
,^they :may. f wis^* to j?ut in, the 
.^CohsfitUtibn, \ \ / , 

Congressional "committee 
1, cannoCof cofee/ : use its; sub? 
r^ena/,power io compel- -a-- wJK 
u'hess^io; bring , papers or %o re-' 
, veal- /facts' which he .considers 



* r ;^'ldetermined f in ^ cour^ pro- 
.ceedrn^ .&merei claim' tc^ta* 
Sw^i'M'i^'Simff cases* not 
a^eriuate'rto* .prevent contempt 

' proceedings. ' , V, 
v It "is T sfrarige to- ^ hear: the 
: American \dvn>aTJ»tfes>]EMsn. 
U declaring that 1 Confess, does not 
??W/e Hfe right tb "expose." at 
V.is;iike v sayihg. the Congressional 
\' commit1e v es : have^ no\ right: -to 
> rspeaK,V 'F6r one Ma^pieces.of 
iestiniony icah'cbnstitute.an; ex? 
posufe r V f '< \ ; ? -~V 
^ , teapot Dome Cited 
* ^oulcl ~ 'the" * CiyiT " liberties 
•Union Have deprlvedthe Amerir 
can.pebple of the- benefit of the 
^ exposure/ of the Teapot^Dbme 

^commitfee' of SenT Falsh*:. p.,; 
during Republican adm ini s^ 
fra : tibh?f Would; the ^GivilhLiberT 
ties Umofi: *argue v that- tpb- ex- 
posure of Alger Hiss- . by the 
.H6use^G6nimitfcee.v6n t TJn-Amer ; 

.ciaH^#awQ^^ the. statut^ol. 

„ l^iffiffiralvhaa : ^n r° ^' ^nd 



-yjrtf^prosec'ution 

ds of ^ aya^&blSr-Ssd- 




.bafr 'peopled jo. -Mye.^& .witness 
jwHa swore - f alsel^cdnvicleU; v df 
|^e^urir.^^^e3^dse^^fpr; -his 
[morale ^easonf? 1 , ,Or^ would: the 



\ 



ge^tihg;at"^He' lac|s'^)ierej,C(^ : 
munists: of suspected; \6oinniu? 

. These; are the J g.uestions?raised 
by : "Jhe latest • -regbft* Lof tlie 
A; C.-E. U/wHchf mcidehtallyi 
speaks , d£ thevrefusal '6f : , fit- 
nesses to answer fluestibns-by. 
invoking the nfih amendment 
as\ hiving, caused ,only; ^inbi- 
dentkl ha™" 0nl y «tMe S: 
knbwsihbw L many -frajtd$VKave 
been; able* to escape ^uiiisnment 
for tbe'ir crimbs by ihypkifig the 
fifth amendmerit^an'd' they have 
been numerous. ^ >' t ^ 
ihi-A;,'Q.. Ii; : tJ^hai a boBtrd 
of , directors qn^which- ai'e several 

who " havef be^ii l'eadbrsv,iri' : Mr, 
nquhcfh^ recenfc effprtsi^tb'*:rbot 
but sUbversiye^ dpi ^gbyernmeht; 
Therb ^ ; are;iome anti%dicals;^n 
bbardy but vthe- t latesi v repbrt 
^ly.buld ^ seem^to^:cia~ssi^^ 
iif. V ti ^ as.haymg.gone.over'vtb the 
^Left'^ing" side ,bjr : "the v jargu^ 
rnent.. Itsis not,, an Impartial ;br 
pbiectiye report. In hstmg recent' 
debisi6^^fbr n example7/tfib^ 
port latest as - "uhf avprable ,, thb 
Supremet-Courfedecision^^ 
ihg .tHe'"Smith acf^undbr wEich 1 
theAeleven~6pmmuni^ 
Judge Med^avwerel lebnyictedi 
Tlie Smith act would^penalize 
thosrwhp/.eng'age:4h; axcpnspirf 
acyto'oVerthfow'iihe 
of '* the XJnifedvStates -by lidfee 
andyiolerice. Wasiihis ^uhfayorT 
able'f to : the people ;of/theltrnited 
r S£afles?; ' 1 * : J r € X m * 
Me repprtr mpieover; says^/it 
is the-intoierancV of 'dissentj and 
the -fear tpl expi ; ess : a^ssent^wbicH 
(repfesrat-|h&Vorst ; dam^ 
(bir'the/CbngressibnalHvesti^^^ 
'tibns -Recent speeches; ^stater 
ihen'tsi * Reports,' and " "resolutions 
fr^^adical^an^libefal^^ 
zations' as weU'asirbm'th^Cbhi- 
'munist press in^thi^ cpuhtrjr— 
printbd' widely— db^rlot- seeni ;to 
show mucfr-fear ,: t^ 

Copyrisht' 3953;- NryJ 'Herald. ^SmnetilfiK 




*' IBO^pagfe. Tegoi^^f; -the^@^^ 

Am^cstn citiSens. -were ?gtyejjt;a 
l^feMe^ing^ 

1 ^nolly; "distorted 1 vje^iof^crvil 




1 giveiiiW^e -,couit;i£;a question 




^and^mfs! easanceT-tod 'inf otfma-r 
f ttib^pef tihenfe - fpT constitution^ 

&j$0&^k^1&$ ; fconside* 
^^dan'gerotfs* ' and; *vfiicn^ 'other 

r- Lmi^-ii '^Vwis. wi^Wiiofe /moke 



f >per.iiheh~fe <■' conMltutipnally 

H Me ; executive aridu&e judiciary 
> 3ja|Ve no** JiB* tbTexSeed their 
f* respective *cbnsMitibnaIh 

^dvmore inaccro^ 



»a JAN 181954 




Winterrowd 
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^ « Holloman 
Gaj 
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N ^-RECORDED 

44 JAN lg 1954 



£ime,s-Heral4 ^ 

Wash. Post* 

Wash. News 

Was&rsSflf * — — »~ 
N.Y. Herald Tribune Jt£ 
N.Y. Mirror 



Date: 



-^Whb;"says there;;' is.^such^ 



r w „ . . 

^origina* .&eSbn : ;toy. ^Congtefe is 
^cbn l cerhed'£ 0*6rigrefe caiuat ^ahy 
Hin£='* cbnsiSer' amendments; jtp 
1 *the HCdhsBtutfoiiK and its ihves- 
? tigating- Committees may . hold 
V hearings; "as they have* -done 
^countless- times in the .past; ; to 
^-determmecte what r|spects the 



, nullified; The v /0?went3[?firsf 
Amendment repealed andimlli- 
. :fied;the:Eighteenth Amendment 
^on prohibition. Alsb^ it \vas -the 
, ;lat£ - President Roosevelt 'whc 
advised- Congress -to gQ; ahead 
^ arid,,jpass^ therGufiey-'coal bill 
bve nif hi doubt* ab'but ife-cpn- 
. stitutibnality;^ t ,* 7 . , ; -~ v - < 
~ * i inquiry Bight TJphelS ! 
lii ; Alaih^arid ag4ih"the 'Supreme 
' Court of the United States has. 
"I; upheld ^tKeVxmljMijsd tfight oi 
\ Congressional Committee* td in- 

* Vesteiate:litera^ 

there is no subject, which- could 

not iorne' within- the- purview of 

Cbngressionaf action either to 
, /new law§ ori#eal:^f:oldaaw5> 

or : by new ameha^enf^/to,' the 
< 'ConsMtutibn'or: repeal oi^exist- 

iiig-provisiohs. .The people have 
i * i'Chi trierF power* through: Con* 
' gress, ^o-consider;any/ changes 
u.,thSS-'mlSft^■w^ffiL' to- .put; in the 

Constitution^ ' 
Vr&« Concessional: committee 
" cao&bt -of ' course,- ase* * ts. subv 
r;poehav "lower to compel'- 3a> w.hv 
,C.hes§\tb/hririg papers? or to-w 
1 veal* riacts; which-he Considers 

witSfln*jifitleEE'al righfc.of privacy 
, .,b'ut,-&. disputed^ the' issue .must 
i te^ defermined ux av court pro- 
^Iceedinr^ &inere;. claim .to, to 
^munity;' 3fe 'in-some; cases ;riot 
^aaeQuatb;^to ^prevent; contempt 
rlxffdceSj^lws:. V ?\ L L 
l.\ it^ Is \strarige; to, hear the 
f ' irSericah ; Civil" Liberties ^ Union 
^ v deciaring-:that Congress, dbes not 
"Save the' fight" tfr "exposed It 
r.^i^oTke 1 saying, th^ Cpngressibnal 
r comffiit'Cees ^haye h,b^ right J 

* :speafe For one small -piece of 
1 testimony:- can, institute; an exr, 

pbsure/ * 
/ *Teapot Pome, Citeff * 
' \Wbuid : the 1 Civ& liberties 
Union haye* deprive* the.Ameri- 
' .carr people of the benefit ok the 

* ^posSreT of -the* Teapot^ Dome 
ScandaF hy the ' investigating 
fcommitt'ee- of? Sen, v Walsh,> D. ( 
during^ Republibaa 4 d *a&i5 _ 

ration?; Would the Civililiiber- 
ties Uhion argue/that; the^exr 
posure of Alger Hiss by the 
( House ; j3orm^ 
Lica&A^vi^iwas;.^^ 
> ciaaiyPeinnf/ thb stajite^fffj 
t lffitfttens^ad^,rj^74ou 



\ 



r^fosecdtioh! 
gn^e^^s^of>ya^n1a'l6;y^^ 
|ri^ :^Bufea^„ pfe •Sve i stlga|ion 
rgp'Srts,^ -liySffi'teit Jii: j;Hf ,inter^ 
iPt^protwtipn^br'^^^^ 
!bffippebplj=rj& ^r^i©ess 
wlbp Wore f alselr conBcteti^ of 
*>er juiy;- and: exposed. Wt- life 
imoril treasbh 1 "?'; Gr -would: the 
^^"nb'eM^'TTriiQri: prohibit 
Cpn^e&ionai cbmMttees^^rom 
getting at/the v f acts. where;,Cbmr 
munists-'br suspected 
m^^^afe;invplved?; r -v \ >\» „ 
These are^the lauestibhs^raised 
by< the .latest report s of- the 
^; C: h. V.2 which, m'cidehtally; 
speaks* of the xelfusal 0^ witr, 
hesses. to answer Questions jby. 
invoking the* fifth amendment 
as having caused; only "inci- 
dental harm^'Onl^ 
knbws;.how many traitors have 
been able tb escape ^u^s^ment 
f pr-tfiefr crinies.by f 4nyb^ the 
fiitfoamendmeffl and^hey have 
Been numerousi ' * _ \ * 
The CI L. U;- has^ a board 
of directors oti^hichLat'e .several 
"Lef t^ingers"^and : indeed*sorae 
who-- havel beeh^^egders';ih;!3e-. 
hbuncing; -recerit \effbits- to: .rbb't 
out subversives* in gbverhirient; 
There- are;spmefanti^adtcalsxdh 
boards : but the Jafest/irepdrt 
would seein:tp; crassify;the^rjc; 
I». Ui as havmg,,gbne^bver. to7 the 
'Tieft "Wirig ,? '\sid;e^o^the>arg^ 
ment^lit^is- not^ah-inip^rtiaUbr 
objective report; Inlistiid'g'feceht 
decisions, -fbr, v exampIeV trie 5 re- 
port, rates .as <( unf avorable'* ,J the 
Supreme ; Courfr' decision uphold? 
^grAhe'/Smifch- ^# v undefc^£ich 
the .eleyeri' Cb^urus^ 
Judge Medina ;were; cbnyictedi 
The ISmitbu act would", penalize 
thb/e)%ho^;engage^-^ 
acy to overthrow' -the government 
of '^.V^Ud:Bt3^.i^\f6ih& 
andiviolence. Was-tfiis ^uhiayor^ 
able!' to.the 'people, of the' United 
States?; ^ " ' *' \£'>*< 
The report,- . mdreover,.;says/?it 
is -the*lhtolef ahce? of dissehti land 
;the;fearto;express;^i/s^ 
jrepresent-^ 

iby: $he^CbngressXonal? jnvestiga- 
tions^ Eecent speeches^ state- 
mentSi reports, and"' -resolutions 
from r adic'aT^and liberal organi- 
zations as^Uras^rbinWe^ebni,- 
inunist press iff this cbfthtry^ 
printed, widely-^do not seent^to 
show'rmuclL fear ^tp^xpfess '&S- : 




1957 -1953 REPORT 

Press release date for "We Hold 
These Truths: Freedom — Justice — 
Equality" the Union's 160-page 1951- 
1953 Report, was December 14th, eve 
of the 162nd anniversary of the final 
enactment of the Bill of Rights. ACLU 
members' copies were mailed in No- 
vember. 

Press reaction generally has been 
very favorable, and the public demand 
for the Report is greater than for any 
pamphlet the Union ,has published in 
recent years. Members may order addi- 
tional copies at 50$ a copy postpaid. In 
quantities of 25 or more deduct 20%, 
and for 100 or more 40%. 



Chicago Div. Defends 
~Tli$ Right to Petition 

- The Union's -Chicago' Division last fall won 
"ah important case involving the right of peti- 
tion. The Illinois Supreme Court handed 
down a unanimous decision reversing the 
contempt-o£-court conviction of Nelson 0; 
Howarth a'nd other officers of the Logan 
County Good Government League. A year 
ago Circuit Judge Frank S. Bevan of Lincoln, 
111., cited Howarth and other League mem- 
"befs for 'having sought the appointment of a 
special prosecutor in a criminal trial. Ho- 
warth's petition charged that the state's at- 
torney in this trial had shown reluctance and 
unwillingness to prosecute. 

In its brief in support of Howarth and 
other members of the league, the Chicago 
ACLU stressed the fact that if their petition 
had been published in a newspaper it could 
not have been held contemptuous in the light 
of constitutional free press guarantees. 

Affirmative Investigation 
Demanded of Ohio Probers 

Early last month the Cleveland Civil Lib- 
erties Union affirmatively called on the Ohio 
Un-American Activities Cbmmisison to "find 
ways to safeguard internal security and at the 
same time to guarantee to the individual citi- 
zen the security in his constitutional rights to 
which he is entitled." 

The Cleveland chapter of the ACLU's 
new Ohio Civil Liberties Union went on to 
say: "We see little evidence either in its his- 
tory or its.announced intentions. that -the«Conw 
mission seriously seeks wisdom in solving this 
problem. Apparently none of Cleveland's rich 
human resources are to be tapped for this 
purpose. ... 

"We call upon the Commission to use all 
the resources of our town to help achieve legis- 
lative proposals responsive to both security 
and liberty. Without such balance, our con- 
cern for immediate security may allow liberty 
to slip away. And when everything but free- 
dom is secure, security becomes an abomina- 
tion to free men." 



Membership Drive Still Needs YOUR Help; 
Special Funds Appeal Sent to All Members 



Some 575 new members joined the ACLU 
during the first three weeks of December — 
far fewer than the three thousand needed 
during the period if the Union's nationwide 
campaign is to achieve its goal. 

Local branches and the national office will 
continue their efforts to bring in as many 
new members as possible, and it is hoped that 
individual members will do all they can to 
interest friends in joining the ACLU. Again, 
the following promotional items are yours 
for the asking — in any quantity you specify: 

A. Letter for you to sign and mail on to, a friend. 

B. "The Sacred Fire of Liberty" (describing ACLU). 




MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN POSTER 

Oxnam/m California, 
Attacks Investigators 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam may have been 
too "controversial" a figure for the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Auditorium but the 
First Methodist Church of Los Angeles made 
itself available for his speech on the state of 
American liberties. 

Originally invited by the Southern Cali- 
fornia ACLU for a Bill of Rights Day ofr 
servance December 11th, the Bishop told 
those gathered in the church the evening of 
December 18th that the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities and some other legisr 
latprs investigating, alleged subversion were 
"playing into the hands -of the Communists. 
No Communist could want more than to wit- 
ness the American people divided, each 
suspicious of the other." 

Many of the investigators, he charged, "do 
not believe in a free society. They themselves 
wish to dictate. The virus of the totalitarian 
state has found its way into their bodies." 

"The community* "must protect itself," he 
said, "by effective quarantine, which* means 
leaving such individuals home and sending 
to .our Legislatures men who know the mean- 
ing of the American spirit." 



C. Twenty Questions on Civil Liberties (ACLU quiz). 

D. Recent issues of civil liberties. 

E. Communism and Conformity, by George Kennan. 

F. Appeal letter signed by Arthur Garfield Hays. 

G. Letter signed by the Rev. John Hayncs Holmes. 
H; Membership blank envelopes. 

I. Invitation forms for you to fill in, sign, and 
return to us- for mailing with literature. 



K. Our new two-color 20 x 17 poster ready ior post- 
ing, on bulletin boards in colleges, churches, etc. 

Deadline: January 31 

As campaign results now stand, the Union 
cannot count on signing up enough new 
members at this time to meet the immedite 
demands on the Union's resources. To enable 
the ACLU to wind up the fiscal year (which 
ends January 3 1st) without, a deficit, a Special 
Funds Appeal has been mailed to all mem- 
bers. If you — and every memher^will^eltrcl^ 
a. contribution, small or large, before the end 
of the month, the LJnion should be able, to 
start its 1-954-55 fiscal year in healthy enough 
condition: to meet the; challenges, f the new year 
is, sure to bring. (Incidentally, the last twelve 
pages of our 1951-53 Report will answer any 
questions you may have about the Union's 
income and expenditures. The ACLU 1 operates 
on a basis of full disclosure as regards the 
source of its funds and their- expenditure.) 

Finally, here again is a membership blank 
ready for some friend of yours to use in be- 
coming a member. Why not pass this January 
civil liberties* on to a likely prospect when 
you have finished with it? 

ACLU members of the following categories receive 
civil liberties each month (except July and August) 
and the Union's 160-page report on U.S. liberties 
1951-1953, "We Hold These Truths: Freedom- 
Justice — Equality"; they arc entitled to single copies 
of some 25 pamphlets, on request: 

PARTICIPATING MEMBER $100 

COOPERATING MEMBER $50 

SUSTAINING MEMBER $25 

SUPPORTING MEMBER $10 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER $5 

Associate Members, at $2, receive civil liberties 
and the annual report. A weekly bulletin is available, 
on request, to members paying dues of $10 or more. 
By joining the national ACLU you automatically 
become a member of any existing active local ACLU 
organization in your area,* which will share in your 
dues, or of any new branch organized where, you 
live. The more you give, the more your local gets. 
* Except in northern California, where the local ACLU 
maintains its membership separately. However, the 
national ACLU also welcomes support from this area. 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

The ACLU needs and welcomes the sup- 
port of alt those — and only those ~ 
whose devotion to civil liberties is not 
qualified by adherence to Communist, Fas- 
cist, KKK, or other totalitarian doctrine. 

Please enroll me as a NEW MEMBER of the ACLU. 



Here is my 



membership contribution. 



■ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY - 



Name 



Address 
City 



Zone State... 



Occupation 
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CIVIL LIB^ROTIES 
- around the nation 



New Jersey: The distribution of Bibles in public schools was held unconstitutional by 
unanimous vote of the New Jersey Supreme Court last mon'tn. Chief Justice Arthur T. Van- 
derbilt, in a 2()-page opinion, held the Gideons program to be a violation of the constitutional 
principle of separation of Church and State. 

Georgia; The University of Georgia student newspaper, The Red and the Wac,^, jias 
been threatened with withdrawal of state funds if it again attacks racial "segregation. The 
paper has published 1 Several strong editorials on the race issue. 

Indiana: The State Superintendent of Public Instruction announced in mid-November 
that he had no; objection .to; the reading of "Robin Hood" in public "if the right interpreta- 
tion" is placed on the story. 

Texas: District Judge. Charles O. Betts of Austin ruled last month that a labor union could 
not be prohibited from doing business solely on the ground that it was Communist-dominated. 

JMinois:-"0yer6;OOO-books "relating to sex" were recently withdrawn from circulation in 
Illinois State libraries. There are indications, however, that many of them will soon be re- 
stored to the shelves. Illinois Secretary of State Charles Carpentier, who ordered the removal 
in November, declared last month that the "over-zealous and wholesale withdrawal of hun- 
dreds of books! . . has the tendency of making my original intention appear ridiculous." 

John Crosby Salutes Edward R. Murrpw for 
His Program on ACLU vs. Legion "Debate" 

On November 30th, during the New York 
newspaper strike, the Herald Tribune was the 
only paper to be had. Its special advertising- 
less edition of 'two million copies carried the 
radio and television column of John Crosby. 
In it he had jthis to say about Edward R. 
Murrow's "See It Now" ACLUAmerican 
Legion TV program: 

"Murrow is rapidly becoming the St. 
George of television, the only man who dares 
to tackle controversial subjects and just about 
the "only guy who can get away with it. J 
\ never thought I'd live to see the day when 
the word 'controversial' would become, a dirty 
word. But it sure has . . . Murrow ... did 
a magnificent reporting joh on the case of "the 
American Civil Liberties Union fight to hire 
a hall in Indianapolis. At every move, they 
were stopped by the dear old American 
Legion. 

"The reason' for the turn-downs — 'contro- 
versial.' Finally., a Catholic Church took the 
Civil Liberties Union in, and Murrow showed 
the two meetings — the Legion's and Civil Lib- 
erties Union — jumping back and forth from 



the regimented atmosphere of the Legion's 
to the democratic reasonableness of the 
Union's. It was a great show. And one rea- 
son why it was is that Murrow simply pre- 
sented the facts (and the faces) and let them 
speak for themselves. It was a fine courageous 
public service. ; . 

The Union also received editorial support 
in connection with the Indianapolis, afrair 
from the San Francisco Chronicle, the Des 
Moines Tribune, the New Yor\ Times, and 
many other papers from coast to coast. 



PUBLIC BALLROOM 

The Iowa Civil Liberties Union re- 
cently helped re-establish for TJegro 
Americans the right to dance in a pub- 
lic ballroom. In a brief filed in federal . 
court, the ACLU's Iowa branch spelled 
out the civil rights principles involved. 
The "Surf ballroom, in Clear Water, 
Iowa, no longer discriminates. 



NYCLU Presents Its Case 
Against Exclusion of Press 

In mid-November the NYCLU filed a brief 
in the appeal brought by five New York 
newspapers and two press associations against 
the exclusion of the press from the Miriot F. 
Jelke vice trial last February. Attorney Charles 
F. Ballon also presented the Union's argument 
orally before the State Court of Appeals. 

The New York ACLU contended that 
Judge Valerite's order barring press and pub- 
lic from the trial violated the public's right 
of access to information and, specifically, ran 
afoul of the First, Sixth and Fourteenth 
Amendments. 



BOOK NOTES 



PLEASE ORDER THESi VOLUMES FROM" THE- -* 
PUBLISHERS, BUT flpt. FROM THE^ ACLTJ. 



CIVIL RIGHTS IN, IMMIGRATION, by 
Milton R. Konvitz.J.953^6 pp. Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press7T3T50r~-^-~- 
An outstanding authority on U.S. law con- 
cerning aliens, Professor Konvitz analyzes 
clearly the recent restrictive legislation de- 
veloped mainly by Senator McCarran and 
prescribes bold reforms couched in the lofiy 
concepts- of morality and American tradi- 
tional liberties. His boo\ is a guide to highly 
desirable but, at present, unlikely improve- 
ments in. our immigration system. 



THE IMPACT OF ATOMIC ENERGY: 
November 1953 issue of The Annals of 
The American Society of Political and 
Social Science, 3937 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 4, Pa. $2.00 postpaid. 
Contains sixteen articles on the impact of 
nuclear energy in military, political, economic, 
and sociological terms. Of particular civil 
liberties interest are the chapters on "Atomic 
Energy and the Democratic Process" "The 
Problem of Secrecy," and "Personnel Se- 
curity" 



THE PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO KNOW, by 
Harold L. Cross. 1953. 405 pp. New 
York: Columbia University Press. $5.50. 
Mr. Gross ^former general counsel of the New 
York Herald Tribune, has compiled a valu- 
able manual dealing with the diminishing 
right to access to sources of news and with 
government regulations and statutes on the 
problem. 
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HERB LOCK 

The New Yor\ Civil Liberties Union 
plans to hold its second annual confer- 
ence on Saturday, February 6th. Her^ 
bert Bloc\, tfie Washin gto n Post's f am- 
ous cart oo nt stj j^ g^th eLsp.eak c -- 
ers. ACLU' members in Greater New 
^ Y^(^ilJ^receive^full^detqils^in the 
^jSfY'CLU's January bulletin; thiffare 
' urged to hold this date free. ) 

'.. '.. ." ' . . sf 
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Union Backs First Amend tr 
Challenge to House Cot 



Indiana ACLUNames 
R. F. Fuchs Chairman 

As the American Legion failed in its at- 
tempt to prevent the ACLU from meeting in 
Indianapolis, so its efforts to stop the Union's 
Indiana members from organizing a branch 
have not succeeded. At its November 20th 
meeting in Father Goossens' Roman Catholic 
Church of St. Mary, the new state branch 
came into formal existence and a Board of * 
Directors was chosen. 

Merle H. Miller,. jraho- was" elected Vice- 
Chairmarf,fave a full account of Indiana de- 
velopments to the Union's national Board of 
Directors in New York on December-. 14th. 
He made it clear that the Indiana chapter's 
fight to gain recognition- as a disinterested de- 
fender of 'f he Bill of Rights is more than just 
a local affair: it is one of the biggest jobs the 
national ACLU faces in 1954. 

The Hoosier Legionnaire expresses the idea, 
which is also found in the columns of many 
other papers throughout the state, that the 
Union's members in Indiana are "fine and de- 
cent Americans" who are being "duped" by 
the "sinister forces" in control of the national 
ACLU. 

Professor ftalph F. Fuchs was elected Chair- 
man of -the Indiana ACLU; Merle H. Miller, 
Vice-Chairman; and Marshman S. Wattson, 
Treasurer. Mr. Fuchs is Professor of Law at 
the University of Indiana; for a time in the 
193 O's, when at Washington University, he 
was Chairman of the ACLU's St. Louis Com- 
mittee; during World War II he served as 
Secretary to the federal Board of Legal Ex- 
aminers and on the staff of the Solicitor Gen- 
eral of the United States. Merle £L Miller 
(no relation to Merle Miller, author of the 
ACLU's book on. blacklisting in the entertain- 
ment industry) is an Indianapolis attorney 
specializing in tax law; he has written articles 
on taxation for Fortune Magazine; he is 





In the closing days of 1953 the ACLU filed with the-United States Supreme Court an 
amicus curiae brief in the Emspak case, asking that the mandate df the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities be declared unconstitutional and fyiat the Committee's / J^i' 
questioning of Julius Emspak be held to violate the First Amendment-. - - j^^'-^ " 

The Emspak case poses for the Supreme < 
Court two of the most important civil liber- 
ties questions to confront the nation in years. 
What are the limitations on Congress' right 
to investigate? And can witnesses, on First 
Amendment free speech grounds, and with- 
out penalty, refuse to answer questions con- 
cerning Communist Party membership? 

Julius Emspak, an official of the United 
Electrical Workers Union, was indicted and 
convicted for contempt of Congress because 
he refused to answer certain questions asked 
him by a one-man sub-committee of the 
House group. Emspak refused to answer ques- 
tions as to whether he knew various officials 
of the UEW or about his affiliation with al- 
ledgedly Communist organizations and mem- „ 
bership in the Communist Party. 

Emspak declined to answer on grounds 
both of the Fifth Amendment (self-incrimina- 
tion) and the First Amendment. The ACLU's 
interest in the case is with the First Amend- 
ment, which- states that "Congress shall make 
no law . . . abridging the freedom of speecB, 
or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble. . . ." The Emspak 
case is the first of a growing number o£ 
similar "First Amendment" cases to reach thft 



Herblock, Washington Post 

ENDLESS JOB 



President of the Central Indiana Council of 
the JBoy Scouts of America. Marshman S. 
Wattson is Associate Professor of Law at 
Indiana University; he practiced law in 

Minneapolis for seven years before the war /Supreme Court. It is expected " to VeTrguei*\ 
* nA u » Mavv early in January, \j 



and is a Navy veteran, 
Elected to the Indiana Board were: 
W. Rowland Allen, 'Joseph R. Brown, Dr. Grover 

L. Hartman, Mrs. Andrew L. Jacobs, Martin L. 

Larner, Merle H. Miller, Mrs. W. Foster Montgomery, 

Dr. Thomas B. Noble, Jr., and William T. Ray, all 

of Indianapolis; Prof. Ralph F. .Fuchs, John A. Hoad- 

lcy, Nicholas Silco, Dr. Henry B. Veatch, and Prof. 

Marshman S. Wattson, all of Bloomington; Prof. 

Dwight W. Culver of Lafayette; the Rev. Richard M. 

Hochstedlcr of Hamilton; and Helen Mead and Dean 

Joseph O'Meara, both of Soutfy Bend. 

The Board has been meeting once a week 
in its effort to iron out the branch's many 
organizational and public relations problems. 
The branch expects soon tcfappoint a profes- 
sional director (on a part-Aime basis to begin, 
with) and open an office. ]: x 
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The Union's brief makes clear "that the 
ACLU is concerned drily, with the constitu- 
tional principles involved and has no sympa- 
thy with any political views held by Emspak. 
Its brief also emphasizes that the stated pur- 
pose of the House Committee's investigation 
was to "expose Communism," while constitu- 
tionally, a legisladivejnvestagating committej^/y^W 
can investigate /^S^W^^fa^ PMJ^ Wfi^ ^y^ 
formulating le^^^ion^ajfflCifiat Congress lp 

cannot legisla^uTptrj e girea] ; [pr$ecte3^byZthe * 

First Amendment. ~ " 

The following auorrfe^ign^tle ACLU 
brief: Board Chairma n Ernest Angell, Board 
members Arthur Gal:field-Hays w ancl = 'Dsmond 
K. Fraenkel, Staff Counsel Herbert Monte 
Levy, and Emanuel / 
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High Court Deciding 
The Segregation Case 

December 9th was the day for final argu- 
ments- Before ithe U.S. Supreme Court on 
whether racial segregation in public schools 
is constitutional. The nine justices are not ex- 
pected to render their decision for several 
months. 

After' winning court ruling after court rul- 
ing against segregation in .higher education, 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People this time has made all pro- 
ponents of white supremacy see the writing on 
the wall. Governors Byrnes and Talmad'ge 
of South Carolina and Georgia have already 
announced that if the NAACP wins its case 
their states will close down public schools in 
favor of a subsidized system of "private" 
schools. Segregation is mandatory in fifteen 
other states and the District of Columbia; in 
several other states it is permitted under local 
option. What these states will do may well 
depend, say many authorities who believe the 
Court will rule against segregation, on how 
long a period ithe Court gives the South to 
make the transition from Jim Crow to in- 
tegrated schooljs. 

Justice Department 

The Eisenhower Administration threw its 
weight on the NAACP's side. Asst. Attorney 
General J. Lee Rankin told the Court that 
"It is the position of the Justice Department 
1 that the Fourteenth Amendment does not 
permit any discrimination based oh race or 
color. . . . When they [the defendants] stand 
before this court and say that the only reason 
for segregation' is color, the court must say 
that the Fourteenth Amendment does hot 
permit this to happen. . . .'• 

NYCLU Attacks Order of 
Civil Service Commission 

The New Ybrk Civil Liberties Union has 
criticized the City's Municipal Civil Service 
Commission's 0rder requiring applicants to 
answer questions concerning past of present 
membership in; "subversive" organizations as 
"vague and indefinite." 

The ACLU's New York branch asserted 
that "mere membership in a proscribed or- 
ganization is n<k sufficient proof of disloyalty," 
adding that the Commission's reference to past 
membership "is especially regrettable because 
it might disqualify an otherwise qualified 
applicant who may have held membership in 
an organization years ago when it was not 
considered subversive." 



THE POINT AT ISSUE 



by Morris L. 



Ernst 



A member of the Union's Board of Directors and one of its 
two General Counsel for over twenty years, Morris Ernst is 
well \nown as a lawyer, author and outspoken foe of censor- 
ship of all fynds. In 1946-47 he served on President Truman's 
Committee on Civil Rights. This article on hoo\ censorship 
is reprinted from the American Library Association Bulletin 
with Mr.. Ernst's permission.. 




The most precious commodity on earth is 
,an idea — but only after it has been tested in 
the competition of the market-place of 
thought. A corollary is that man's fear of 
ideas is deep-seated and has a past so precise 
that the history of man might well be taught 
in terms of such fears. 

If the total history of mankind represents 
say twenty-four hours, I should guess that the 
art of persisting communication comprises 
probably less than twenty seconds,, and in 
these few seconds those who controlled the 
instruments of communication were naturally 
the most timid,, the most frightened and the 
loudest in worrying about the collapse of a 
culture if others niight learn what the con- 
trollers thoughrthey already knew. No censor 
ever admits that he can be hurt. He wants to 
protect us from what will hurt us but not him. 

For centuries when the church was the 
citadel of learning, when priests were the-cus- 
todians of the written word, the symbol of 
censorship resided in the term of "blas- 
phemy." We now know that the banning of 
the Tyndale bible, the attempted suppression 
of the "anti-religious" tendencies of Galileo 
and Copernicus were psychologically nothing 
more than techniques to prevent the spread 
of learning and the hope of continued monop- 
oly of all wisdom in the church. 

But as the temporal power of the church 
declined, we see the rise of sovereigns who 
were equally insecure and normally stretched 
the concepts of unadmissible ideas to fit into 
a vague word such as "sedition." The judicial 
censorship of the ecclesiastical courts gave 
way to the civil courts doing the bidding of 
the rulers of the day. 

But as democracy grew in terms of Locke 
and Montesquieu, no longer were heads to 
fall lightly for saying that the Queen's Hat 
was unbecoming. Man needed a new fear and 
obscenity was it. Few realize that this fear is 
only about a century, old. At the middle of 
the 19th century the British got into a dither 
over the Lady of the Camellias, and a proven 
distorted neurotic Comstock around 1870 put 
through our Congress with less than twenty 
minutes of debate in both houses what was 
truly our first statutory condemnation of ob- 
scenity. 

Blasphemy, Sedition, Obscenity. One major 
footnote must be added to these nebulous 
words. With the present rebirth of dictator 
ship — Stalin a^d; Hitler— with minor disciples 
such as Peron an*bJ Franco-f— there appears an 
amalgam ih.severa| cultures of the fears of sex 
and sedition. 



This most, sketchy background is important 
only because it may give some perspective in 
this present era of attack oh books — not on; 
newspapers and scarcely on magazines. New 
means of communication produce new fears 
and the accent on "book fears" is an historic 
anomaly not fully recognized by publishers^ 
authors and librarians. I suggest this is not 
unrelated to the absence of advertisements in 
books as= compared to radio, newspapers and 
magazines. ' ~~ 

But. w^ith books we have a special bit of; 
history. From 1870 until 1915 leading pub- 
lishers submitted manuscripts in .advance to.- 
Comstock and' his successors' for approval. 
Then Mitchell Kennedy fought back. Others 
followed and moire recently ho book openly 
published, openly distributed and reviewed is 
suppressible if the publisher and author are 
unashamed and unapologetic. 

But in the last decade or so shame, and guilt 
lie between the lines of the defense of books. 
Publishers are confusing taste and decency, 
with the power of the state to control our 
literary diet. A great advocate for publishers 
only out of ignorance confused the effect of 
books on males and females — ignorant of 
women's virtual nonerotic acceptance of pic- 
tures and words. Other publishers accept the 
idea of the corruptibility of youth by books of 
words and pictures — ignorant of the differ- 
ence between the impact of fiction and non- 
fiction on youth. Publishers have been too 
gentlemanly to address themselves to the im- 
pact of newpapers, sold as nonfiction reports 
in the main, on the youth of the land, and the- 
newspapers we know spread to. a great extent 
their tasteless daily millions of copies at costs 
available to childrea who are. impressed if at 
all more by newspapers than books, particu- 
larly fiction books. I don ? t blame the news- 
paper owners for wanting to avoid Congres- 
sional attacks — but it is not a mere coincidence 
that Congress investigates books not jiewspap- 
ers, grants mail subsidies at .more than five 
times the rate to newspapers than to books, 
and places a tariff on book and magazine 
paper but allows newsprint to enter free of 
any burden, etc., etc., etc. 

Whenever I have defended a book — wheth- 
er Ulysses or Forever Amber — I -have received 
countless letters: "Why. do you waste your 
time defending such trash, or such poor writ- 
ing?" I have had to get out a stock answer^ — 
in effect-^"you miss the point at issue." "In 
simple terms — I am not defending taste: or 
artistic merit — but rather only resisting the 
extension. of state power in the field of ideas." 
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January 27, 19^ 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D#C # 

Dear Mr# Hoover: 




MM>r 

-otter, 

Mr. Winterrowd- 
Tele. Room 



Mr, Holloman- 
I Miss Gaudy, 



Thank you veiy much for your letter of January 19, 195k * 
and the attached reprint of a statement by you, dated March 
26, 19U7» 

This material will be of considerable help to me in the 
rough calibration I am attempting to make* 



Sincerely yours, 

Louis Joughin 
Research Director 
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Major ACLU Organizations 
tn Eighteen Areas of Fifteen Stales 
o347 



1201 W. Walker St 
Denison, Texas 
January 23 , 19 Sk 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D# C. 

Gentlemen: 

I have seen some literature a nd requests f or 
donations from the ^ftmerican Civil Inh^ ^i^^ 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York City 10-— -an organiza- 
tion about which I know nothing. Can you tell me 
just what this group is, what are its principles 
and aims? 

Tours very truly, 



/\Mrs. Evans BIy^firod)\ 




IF. 





.January &8 S 1954: : < , 




^ X&flf West, Wdlker JStfeet ; / " % \ ;- ' \ < " v / r 

~ p&nlsoriv 'Texas* / . *-V - ' 1 * \ . 

Bgar^fs^ Wood: / \ / ^ '^''^ 'j' * /. ~ : v\:V.; ."V"*\ . 

, fceen recefv&d* \ + . V . - ' - * - > : ; 

tnf&tM&bion, TBi fiX&s '4$ 06hftdenpi&l an4 atidi : 2~\* " r ?;. V 
y^abl t e for^pffibial iiise only? I mtild 14 : \ppSn& «• * * : -V_. v ; ; - \ J 
; s8 K au* also $h$& ^his. Bureau is 's^v^ciXyca factfindings : ' , vr \ r -\ 
^ dgenpy ■ does Hoi make: gvaliialbioftS'iir draw con* \\ * ? 

elusions us i?o > i(h& chdracienand: iti$&grii>y of any > _y / / / ; 
t < ptganizaiiQfy in&ividuaX*[ :- <s ;- \* *\ / ~* ^ ' ^ ; J/ 

; %hese ruX&^ dnM will kpfi %nf4ic^ei^^ do \dr > ? '* ^ : v 

^hai me 4g^nQ*b„ Tzave ihe information '^'y^'u* ^e-B^r^^' V — N * - * - 

, \ ; V ^ Sincerely y<yqvs s * ( ' ^ 



MAILED -9 * 

"J/VN % 8 T354 

, ■ COMM-FBI ■• 




■'•Efczz ' : . rSf^Bi/^m&teZyei+zeo-te T#ft?cW U-dt -m^ -AmtUark Civil. • 
> "Nifchor ? ^_ ZM&pt-tfr9.\p$ip# tid.3 dour •cd-ri^^^d'fiiy^ -;a^* -tfr'e*^^^' ' 

- — - * $h,$ past < in regard* 

■ iponde'nceShas been Had, however j .&iih -Q'tt r 1 . 



r " t GIavtn. 

Rosea. 
[ Tracy 



GeartVi—.M^ 




<T v or 



p \ 'Hollomaa, — ^ 
l ( .Miss.Gatidy — 



1 




■I 



* 



1 $ r . .1954 




to &a la sopy of the tetter &dd?e£$ed fp y&s^ade? that; ^in^ date, aigtxfe#% 
« Patrick Mu^y^i^ J^cmttlte ^iir*^ri JSr&e$t^g*tt* fhairss^n, '%m?& 
/it 0iredt6r3 } Edward Jfc lR«ft ■Gltojx^, ^n^ mn^m m& ^ 

% &m %U& ir^smlt't'ing M?$Mth £&py $t W rfely *44*<i#aAA- 
constiiisd <?i$$*ttd my Outgoing: ^ttex^tP-H^ ^ 



cc: Mr^JUadd 

Mr, Belmont ' , . • 

LBNiarm * " * 



Tolson- 
Ladd- 



Nichols- 
Beloiont- 
Ocgg — 
Glavin — 

Harbo 

Rosen — 
Tracy — 
Gearty, — 
Motir 



ft' 



Winterrowd™ 
Tele. Room — 
Holtoman 

Si zoo' , ,_ 
fc Mfss, Gaudy — 




a is ^v^*-* v < 



4 * * 



1 



V 



'ffEB 



4 195f 




BU2 

:»sf 




American j$vitX&MtM&3$P&ft 
Hew* -JO, t^tW 



* . 





i^r. Belmont 




X- 1 , Ttt 



* >* ^ 



B&tt&O OF &IR£CTO&$ 

Srnest'AngeM «* 

KotrJna McCormiclc Barnes 
Mrs. Dorothy Dunbar Bromley 
Richard S. Childs 
Norman Cousins 
Edward J. Ennls 
Morris L. Ernst 
John F. Flnerty . 
H. William FItelson 
James Lawrence Fly 
Osmond K. FraenkeL 
Walter Frank 
Varlan Fry 
Walter .Gellhorn 
Arthur Garfield Hays 
Rev. John Haynas Holmos 
B..W. Huebsch 
Rov. John Paul Jones 
Dorothy Kenyon 
James Kerney, Jr. 
Corliss Lamont 
Merlo Miller 
Herbert R. Northrup 
Merlyn S. Ptt2ete 
Elmer Rice 

Whitney North Seymour 
Telford Taylor 
Norman Thomas 
J. Watles Waring 
James A. Wechsler 
William L. White 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

Sadie Alexander 
Thurman Arnold 

Bishop James Chamberlain Baker 

Alan Barth 

Francis Blddle 

Julian P. Boyd 

Van Wyck Brooks 

Pearl S. Buck 

Vtco Chairman 
James R. Caldwell 
Dr. Henry Seldel Canby 
Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Stuart Chaso 
Grenvflle Clark 
Prof. Henry Steele Commagor 
Morris L. Cooke 
Prof. George S. Counts 
Prof. Robert E. Cushman 
Elmer Davis 
J. Frank Do bio 
John Dos Passos 
Melvyn Douglas 
Frederick May Eliot 
Thomas H. Eliot 
Walter T. Fisher 
Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdlck 
Lloyd K. Garrison 

Vice Chairman 
Dr. Wf Hard E. Goslln 
Dr. Frank P. Graham 

Vtco Chairman 
Abram L. Harris 
Earl G. Harrison 
Ouincy Howe 
Palmer Hoyt 
Dr. Robert M. Hufchlns 
Dr. Charlos 5. Johnson 
Dr. Mordecal W. Johnson 
Dr. Percy L. Julian 
Benjamin H. Klzer 
Dr. John A. Lapp 
Prof. Harold D. Lasswell 
Mrs. Agnes Brown Leach 
Max Lerner 

Prof. Robert Morss Lovetf - * 

Prof. Robert S. Lynd 

Prof. Archibald MacLeUh 

John P. Marquand 

Mlko Masaoka 

William Mauldin 

Millicent C. Mcintosh 

Dr. Alexander Meiklejofin 

Dr. Karl Mennlngor 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 

Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons 

Vice Chairman 
James G. Paffon 
A. Philip Randolph 
Will Rogers, Jr. 
Elmo Roper 
Morris Rubin 
John Novln Sayre - 
Rt. Rev. William Scarlett 
Arthur M. Sehteslnger, Jr. 
Joseph Schlossberg 
Robert E. Sherwood 
Lillian E. Smith 
Edward J. Sparling 
George R. Stewart 
Mrs. Dorothy Tilly 
William W. Waymacfc 
Aubrey Williams 
Dr. William Lindsay Young 
BonfamTn Youngdahl 



J- . 




CIVIL LTlfRTIES 



Founded 1920 



170 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOlQtTSHOr^ 

ORegor* 5-5990 



Ernest Angel I 
Chairman, Board of Director* 



Edward J. Ennis 
Whitney North Seymour 
Vice Chairmen 



Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur Garfield Hays * 
General Counsel 



Katrine McCormlck Barnes 
Secretary 



Patrick Murphy Malm, Executive Director 
Alan Reltman, Assistant Director Herbert Monte Levy, Staff Counsel 

Louis Joughin, Research Director Clifford Forster, Special Counsel 

Roger N. Baldwin, Director, International Work 



George E. Run 
Jeffrey E, Fulle 
Irving Ferman, Director, 



Mr. Tolson- 
Mr. Ladd.. 

Nichols , 
'Mr? Bplmont- 



3 



Mr. 
Mr. 



•rlnvin 



Mr. BTv/J-Huebscii- 
Mr. IZroasurer 

Mr. Trotter 



Tele. Room 



WW— 




December ,3l*-195jJ 





The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover z. 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 , D.C. ^ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



We are enclosing a copy of a letter we are sending today 
to the Attorney General summarizing the Union's views about the 
civil liberties issues in the Harry Dexter White case. We need 
not retrace it here except to say that we look forward with 
pleasure to every conference with you, because - even in dis- 
agreement in specific matters ~ we are thankful for the IBVb 
jj genuine concern for civil liberties. We hope that a meeting can 
( | be arranged soon. /l/r>j*. 



Very truly yours * 



v v v — — * 

Patrick Murphy^Malin 



Executive Director 
Ernesy/Angell 

Chairman, Board of Directors 

4 al Edward J^fnnis, 

Yice-Chairmajj. Board of Directors 

Arthur Garfielo^feys 
General Counsel 




in Eighteen Areas of Fifteen' Sf of es 



AMERICAN QML LIBERTIES UNf< 

- 170' FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORiC 10, N. Y 




Sea?- Mi*;, Ai$#ejSe# . • 

Mesiepi ^ii ^^£e.s ffaioa Ma. -pogrom* &*l<m6& closely the 
C(?a:te<jSr^3r ova;' th* fiarrjr 'Befcfe?? -Wfo tttyMf * It i» wtisiao- ftu? 

-ftppsoye ffc* vlgo^uS- j$yttttigatyt$it. kpjfin&wc' authorities using 

dwifessct* ^Ittpi ourselves'. t^fawa^fe' * jfco the 8 j#Ji ;tiWi?fcjLe& 
68p$StS -<>.f *he s$$a&tsiojK«- M*jU& here ia^olv.o the la'ttei* aa& Spirit of 

1ft irtou. $ft$#t&0, o£ yota? dfefaiftgti? *e^oftel%&Uy Au, 'tote atftteav 

Orgies df this l^fetesr *fc* fc o txiiiag: Sent fwstdga* Sie^o^^ fa;®**? 
Pya^li^t fkt MtGGSpp Sooner S&iatefr ie'n&es^ Ws shall 

gite m peffiiislfry M- tfgr ,aak* ^er- p^Tft&s go&beitf, u&tit/ 

fully; &§pe tinfcii yau and s^a^t^iy or teg©*^, gra&i$& 

should bSter fulljf .ad^i^eft ajidJ doa^iibea l^ofc^e ^His 1 ^atier §f sudla 

^e^ipiiMsf> re-op'^ed^ ojbSe^ onp iM^ is m vital ia 
p^^r^ittf the ixp&vlis of iSfeL^ p^<jo§ij ^ofc&^t# ;o#& jpi9opi : e„ r *6, ^ay" 




^3£s4 l^$££^str etS**Setft.# *»■ §£^£1%^%. ^c^^tib^ 

'M^i^WS^fe ^lp|p.©^ f thus ■ It ^iffi^Mt' ^fe^i'^^Vo^i^toto 



ral^ , vft^di^ fli&i?- %Mgjbtii$& &ff ^^^^^ ^rq<jd.fe^er /^^ySSn^cia: fcjr- i&r* 
$^£. ^hs^L^ft W^£S?^ to- ^&fot$V#s it^dt^e^ 



$£^$£&$i<& i^W^uSSio <^6|^3S^iOjAi he&i*ii&p-G& In mt&%&*& ^^li^^ir^L^ 
fcwitfewii do&e'o&Sfcf p&r.t'Sdui^r ££4ivt4t&$g* Qi» 'li^ii'^^el^ / 
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Mxi NicKdlsI^L 
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pis Uvil MJpTKv 
At Congress Probes 



BY THOMAS SANCTON controversy when he said (he 
A former New Oiieanian Protestant churches were a ref- 

whose Washington job for the uge for many pro-Communist 

past 15 months has, put him in 

close contact with the McCarthy, 

Jenner and Velde committees 

told in an interview today of re- 
cent developments in the capital. 
The visitor is Irving Fcrman, 

an attorney, who is now Wash 



uge for many 
clergymen. 

Matthews resigned under po- 
litical pressure, without being 
given a hearing. 

Ferman's group took the posi- 
tion that Matthews' individual 
rights had been infringed by the 



ington representative for the .fact he was not given a hearing. 
American Civil Liberties Union. | Some rabid anti -McCarthy 
One of his duties is to observe fans were enraged by this stand, 
the questioning of witnesses by i They saw the Matthews incident 
congressional committees to help (as a chance to embarrass the 
guard the constitutional rights^of senator. 



individuals. 

Another is to study proposed 
legislation and to give testimony 
to the committees when the 
measures involve civil liberties?. 

In carrying out this work, Ger- 
man has been neck deep in the 
controversial cross-currents now 
flowing swiftly in Washington, 



It seemed an outrage to them 
that anyone should raise the 
question of Matthews' rights. 

McCarthy discussions 

Fcrman recalled, in the inter- 
view, some hoad-and-hcad dis- 
cussions with McCarthy. 

"It is difficult to raise his 



In his job as "watch dog" onj;™ 11 ^ 
the issue of liberty, he has been 
called on to speak up for the 
rights of individuals on both 
sides of bitter issues. 



in same circles without 
having people take an automatic 
attitude — a fighting attitude— 
pro or con. 

"But in my work we cannot 
operate with blanket attitudes.' 
BOUQUETS, BRICKBATS i We don't believe in collective 

This occasionally has won him ( guill. We don'L believe in guilt 
a mixed barrage of bouquets and , by association. With issues in- 
brickbals as the result of his ;volving Joe McCarthy or anyone 
testimony. ;clse, we judge each issue on its 

But the task of fighting for! merits, 
constitutional liberties and guar- ■ "In purely personal aspects, 
antecs — no matter whose arc Sen. McCarthy is an engaging 
threatened — is the history of personality. Many limes 1 have 

/IFcrman's organization, he said, jgone to him or to counsel for 
For example: ■ his committee and have asked, in 

The organization backed Edi- good spirit, that they get on the 
t.or James Wcchslcr of the New ball about the civil rights qucs- 
1 York Post in his wrangle with j Lion. 
Sen. McCarthy. LINK OF QUESTIONING 

HnWiT,'. ^riw' "Generally my request would i 

m a bitter fight against Commu- W1 ^l^ no Merest at all in 
" ' protecting any man who is being 

But Wechsler also attacked : exposec i through a legal line of 
McCarthy and accused him of us- j questioning. But there arc con- 
ing the anti-Comnvunist move- ; s iitulional guarantees, and we 
mcnt for cynical political pur-! wanl tnem observed. 

^? Se ^'roT ! ''McCarthy has always been 

TVECIISLER CALLED j fair-minded and, on the whole, 

McCarthy then called Wech- evcn good-natured, in hearing 
slcr before his committee and onl our requests, 
hammered him with questions ((fp . ... . T flm ftnnftll(M , ,„ 
and battered him uilh insults. !j! ,c * ,ut! 1 ™ ? K w 

Ferman's organization defend- ™?,Lk 
ecl Wechsler in a public state- ™ ' ^ 

mcnt. It said that it was a viola- ! But 1 am aLsa to 




in America so long as an 
ganization with the meLhods a 
leadership of the FBI is handli 
the federal police activity.'* 

Fcrman said that many li 
erals and "civil libertarians" re- 
gretted that stories were planted 
by the national Democratic Com- 
( mittcc to the effect that. J. Kdgar 
J Hoover had approved the promo- 
, lion of \U\ny Dexter While in 
j government service." 

"This version forced ,1. Edgar 
? Hoover to make a personal Malo- 
jmcnl, and to enter a violent po- 
litical controversy, Rut it 
h necessary lo do so." 
OTHER UNION STANDS 

Some other si a wis by I he 
American Civil Liberties Union 
' in roccnl years were- 
1 *' II held that there was no 
civil liberties issue, and no de- 
nial of rights, in the trial, con- 
viction and execution of the Ros- 
enberg atom .spies. 

* The union Ls opposed to 
wire-tapping; however, it has 
suggested lo Congress, which 
now considering a wirc-lappn 
hill, that the bill if passed ahmi 
include these safeguards: Wir(r 
lappTn^-ihp^iid only he allowed 



tion of the constitutional guar- 



, f he same methods when his op- 



a nice of freedom of the press lo" lrics to usc thcm on tl,e 
t^r^nnlwA^rw^nS 0 edi ' " "Our" whole position is lo how 
The P «bW TnroKrthv fan,' 10 «* line "ShUn* for civil 
riirfn-f Vh£ ;!n?i 1 liberties and for the American 
MrfiShv L ?!' „,,.,<inn icoiurtilulional tradiliott-and let 

ss.^SeZr lira 1 "-" «*•«» «fc may -" 



ulicn IheiT is reason to helievc 
that crime*, like ospmnaKi\ (rea- 
son and kidnaping are involved, 
it should lie permitted nnl\ on 
older of a ledeial judgr on I he 
application ot an authoi izcd po- 
lice ageni'i. 

Fcrman, 34, is married lo thr 
former Mh* Bertha IMglm. 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Jules 
Paglm. KJ20 Napoleon, ile scrw-d 
in the Air Force during W*At\ 
'Var II as a navigator and l.ip* 
racticed law here before inA- 
ng to Washington / \ 

The Kermans will rehnn ij 
A'ashmglon early in .lanuarv. 



howc „v-...w« ~ ~., - 

Seattle radio station after rcfus- ( STRONG BULWARK 



ing to delete sonic remarks, 



Fcrman said that 



Ferman's group came to theiiin Washington havi' .strength 



defense of McCarthy. The Union j 
look the position lhat the sena- 
tor's civil rights had been in- 
-Vringed. 

CHUBCE CHARGE 

Later, McCarthys assistant, J. 



med a belief that (he FBI 
though a police organization!, "is 
hcLually one or our strongest bul- 
warks of individual freedom, as 
(veil as an effective weapon in 
rhe fight against Communist 



j?. Matthews, raised a storm oi 3atafi!5ton^»- 




lis months 




New Orleans, La» 

December 29/~1953T 

Mr 0 Louis Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
YJashington D. C # 

My dear Mr # Nichols: 

I am attaching herewith an account of an 
interview of me in which I made some remarks concerning 
the FEE that I thought might be of interest to you 0 

My best wishes for a Happy 'New Year, 

Sincerely yours/ 
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January 29 > 1954 




Mr* Jo Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau, of Investigation 
Washington, D # G* 

Dear Mr« "Hoover: 



I am enclosing^ copy of my letter of todays date to 
Mr* Wayne FJ^chards* National Commander of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the UoS<>, concerning the controversy 
in Worwalk, Connecticut arising out of the VFW* s plan to 
inform the FBI of persons deemed Communiptico . J/ f 

Sincerely yours , 



Mr. p'avin 

Mr. llrrbo 

Mr. F/>r?xi — 

Mr. Twy 

Mr. M-fe - — 
Mr. Trotter „ — _ 
Mr. Wintovrowd 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holldman^_ 
.MissJ&indy™ 






Patrick Murpl^&3in .,, . , ,/i ,/ c - 
Executive Director \_^Jl__" 



{ 



enclosure 



(Signed in Mr* MaUn's absence*) 
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Office Afi| 



TO 



PROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. 




3: 
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UNITEK. ; 



OVERNMENT 



DATE: January 7, 1954 



Tolsoo, 
Ladd 



With reference to the letter from the American Civil Liber tie 







Union ( UCLA) dated December* 31, 1953, addressed to' the Attorney General, parts 
of this letter border on being insulting. In my opinion the American Civil Liberties" 
Union is over stepping its; prerogative in saying what a Government 
should do within the framework on his authority. Certainly Edward J^lSnnis 
is. in no position to sign any letter which addresses itself to the confidential ^^^/^ 
contents' of files in view" of his well-known proclivities in making contents of % " 
confidential files available when he was in the Department of Justice and I think 
the Director should flatly refuse to sit in any conference wherein Efonis might be. 



I think that the; acknowledgement, however, should not contain our 
rancor, but base itself on principle and get across' the point that what they 
are writing about is a policy matter for the determination of the: Attorney -General. 
Such a letter is" attached, 

O 

With reference to the 1< AQiJJJLetter , Irving^Ferman, a Washingto 
representative of the <AGLU, called me tfiis morning. He had not seen the. 
letter as yet hut heard about it and, was very sorry the letter "was written. He was 
calling to express the hope that the Director' would send a very stern reply to 
Malin. X told Irving that I did not know whether the Director had acknowledged the 
letter as yet, but it would seem that the ACLU was addressing to the Director 
policy considerations beyond the purview of -his authority and that I did not 
see where it would be possible for the Director to comment on the letter or 
agree to confer on the contents. This is' a matter for the Attorney General to 
decide. 

JTermantold me that when he was in New Orleans several of his 
friends' had been sold a bill of goods that the Director had injected himself into a 
political controversy ajad that he, accordingly* had given out an interview wherein 
he tried to-rrieet thj^situation. I told liim- that I had received his interview and 
thought he hafd handled himself very well. The interview is. attached. He stated 
that Clayto^fritchey was in New Orleans, at the time and ^ritche'y was 1 quite 
irritated dx?him for/the' interview. 
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Belmont 
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Office Memorandum 



TO 



FROM t A • S« 



SOBJECT: EARRT D. 




ESPIONAGE - 




UNITED STATES GOVERNME, 

6 



datb: January v , 
1954 



/ 



An analysis of the American Civil. L ibert Us Union J ACLU) 
letter of December 31, 1953, reflects it is primarily an attaVhr on 
the Attorney General's actions in the Harry Dexter White case. The 
following are the main points made in the letter:, 




Sizeo 
A Miss w 



president Eisenhower should 'have been fully consulted 
prior to the Attorney General 9 s original speech in 
Chicago on November 6, 1953. 

The Attorney General chose the wrong forum in making 
the charges and disregarded procedures for the pre- 
sentation of evidence ♦ 

President Truman contributed to a threat to due process 
by his hasty and incorrect statements on first hearing 
the charges and by not stopping his political associates 
from charging the Director of the FBI with agreeing to 
the decision to retain White in Government employment, 
thus making it^difficUlt for the FBI to avoid public 
disavowal • r J 

There was a*disclosur& of the contents of investigative 
files before the Senate internal Security Subcommittee 
by the Attorney General, and this violates the essence 
of guarantees under the Fifth and Sixth Amendments and 
precludes the principle of cruss-examination and oppor- 
tunity for refutation* (it is noted that the Director 
has always opposed the disclosure of investigative files 
to Congressional committees.^ j () 

ACLU feels 
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The ACLU feels it was wfortum®^TMQ$'B&W} Director had 
to testify before the Seriate 1$ ^f^n<^\^ourity subcom- 
mittee in the White z^fc£er. ^^y,alsobrit^i>i^cd the < r M 
giving of advice by the Direc±jinL^n_ji^ej^^ basi& 
(referring undoubtedly to the Director's telling Attorney 
General Clark it would* b^unwis^^for White to serve in the 
international Monetary Fund)* They indicate that this 
tencfa&~*ko l$x&o^ifttit$ the^ executive responsibility for- 
decisions to an tlivestigcrti^x Qgency s -and they feel that 
the investigative function shimld be separated from ex^c-u- 



With respect to Point 5, to follow the concept of the ACLU to 
^its ultimate conclusion would, of necessity, lead to the premise that 
Hthere should be a complete separation of the FBI from the Department 
\\of justice. It would mean neither the Attorney General nor the 
president could seek advice from the Director as the head of an 
I agency of the department of Justice on any set of facts arising from 
tan investigation by the FBIo Utilising the same reasoning, it 
\ should apply to other investigative agencies, such as, IXSj CIA 
land the intelligence agencies of the Defense Department, which 
^{actually are required to give advisory opinions . There is nothing in 
\the investigative jurisdiction of the TBI which precludes the 
^Director of the FBI from rendering an opinion to a superior officer. 
The basis for such a concept has grown primarily from statements and 
\polic ies made by the Director himself, who, has recognized the 
desirability of the FBI r $ remaining as a fact finding agency. The 
\ACLU would, however, carry this concept to a ridiculous extreme*. 

The ACLU letter to the Attorney General requests a conference 
between their representatives and the Attorney General and, possibly, 
\the Director, and they also mention this in the leiter to the Director. 
\ln the attached acknowledgement to the ACLU, a statement is made that 
{the decision relative to any c onference is one to be made by the 
Attorney General. 

RECOMltENDA TI ON t 

There is attached a short acknowledgement the ACLU. in 
which it is stated that any conference regarding the content$ of 
their letter is a matter to be decided by the Attorney General. 




DETAILS t 

An analysis of the letter of December 31, 1HZ3, from the 
American civil Liberties Union is being set forth hereinafter, Jt 
is to be noted that the letter is primarily a criticism of the Attorney 
general's role m the Harry Dexter White case. Jou will recall that 
Horns Ernst previously contacted Mr* Nichols and advised the ACLU 
was going to send, a letter to the Attorney General and, vossibly, to 
the Director 4 Irving Ferman, Washington representative of the A n LU 
also told Mr, Nichols of the proposed letter and showed Mr. Nichols* 
a proposed draft* Mr* Nichols informed both Mr* Ernst and Mr. ferman 




v letter written should be to the Attorney General, as tn* 
Vvolved policy. The primary points made in the letter to 
orney General from the ACLV are as follows* 

(1) president Eisenhower should have been consulted before 
the White matter was opened. 

Comment: Newspaper articles have indicated that Attorney 
GeKeTal Brownell did consult president Eisenhower prior to 
his November 6, 1953, speech but did not fully brief Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on what he intended to say. 

(2) The Attorney General chose the *wrong forum in making the 
charges and disregarded the established procedure for the 
presentation of evidence . 

Comment r There is here, of course, no criticism of the FBI**-*"** 

(3) president Truman made admittedly incorrect statements" on 
first hearing the accusations which contributed to a 
threat to due process and by not stopping the circula- 
tion of reports by his political associates that the 
Director of the FBI had agreed with the decision to retain 
jThite in Government employment, thus making it difficult 
for the FBI to avoid public disavowal. 

Comment ? This is a mild criticism of president Truman *s 
actions and does take note of the position which the FBI was 
forced into by the defense raised for the vast Democratic 
Administration in n'ewspaper articles^ 

(4) That the principle that the contents of FBI files should 
not be disclosed was violated by the Attorney General in 
his testimony before the Senate internal Security Subcom~ 
mittee . It is indicated in the letter that the ACLV 
feels data may be revealed before proper fonums but that 
it was improper to make the revelation to a Congressional 
hearing without judicial safeguards which would allow 
cross -examination and the opportunity for refutation* 

Comment ; This is not a criticism of the FBI. It is also 
noted that the Director has long opposed revealing the contends 
of FBI files to Congressional committees. It is believed, 
however, that the weakness Vn the ACLU r s position lies in the 
fact that to carry their concept out fully would mean that 
the Attorney General could not make public speeches on cases 
which had not reached the courts and could not make appearances 
before any type of Congressional committee which viight be 
inquiring into matters where there had been a laxity on the 
part of individuals or agencies of the u. Jo Govermnent. Such 
a principle viight lead, if followed, to a complete suppression 
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(5) The letter indicates the ^ n ^ 0 ^^i> ^^/ow the 
{ } Director found he could not avoid test ijying , 

■ senate Internal "to do si and made 

JJSlS ^°T?£$K) ^^'^l^ctor 

from the function of executive responsibility. 
Comment: They ^undoubtedly^ 

Statem e nt before the Senate ^r^/ 7 *^* ^ %>2t it mould C 
u>hen he said he told Attorney Ge J^£ a £;* on the 
oe "unwise" to have °! 0 ?e,r ?JTt2 testimony, the 

IKlcToVZfd S^5S^5TltSfe4 S5S*Si r*«. 

was /or the post- 2ft • ACLU's statement, implies a 

criticism of the Director's giving even VT^^^r 
to a superior such as the Attorney General where >. the 
has under investigative attention by the FBI. jo/oW** 

this thought to its ultimate conclusion would, of necessity, 
lead to the vremise that there should be a complete separa- 
tion of the VBI from the Department of Justice 0 It would mean 
that the Attorney General could not, on any set of circum- 
stances involving an investigation by the FBI, ask for the 
opinion of the Director as the head of an agency of the 
Department of justice. It would also mean that the president 
of the United States could not seek such advice,, 

Utilising the same reasoning, it should also apply 
to other agencies with investigative Jurisdiction. 2Vie INS, 
with regard to the investigation of aliens; the CIA, with 
security investigative jurisdiction abroad; the intelligence 
agencies of the Department of Defense. None of such agencies 
should then give an opinion which would involve administrative 
action being taken by superior authority. Yet, all of the 
afore -mentioned agencies have specific functions to perform 
involving advisory opinions on many varied matters* 

There is nothing in the investigative jurisdiction 
of the FBI which says that the Director of the FBI shall not 
\ | render a personal opinion to a superior officer. The basis 
for such a concept has grown primarily from statements and 
\v>Qlicies made by the Director himself, who has long recognised 
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the desirability of the FBI's remaining as a fact finding 
agency. The American Civil Liberties Union would apparently 
carry this concept to a ridiculous Utopian extreme. 

The ACL U letter to the Attorney General requests 
a conference between their representatives and the Attorney 
General and. possibly 3 with the Director. This is also 
mentioned in the letter to the Director. In the acknowledge- 
ment which has been drafted to the ACLU f a statement is made 
that the holding of any conference is d decision to be made 

by the Attorney General,, / 

«' •' j , ft) r > 
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Jt appr&cicit& *vefy tWah if he tAtop.e&$ iohi$h 
prompted your letter of January 25, 2954* •* 

?t vMMMifin ■ Pf -qmztfbnQ, mutant 
Foster in his bopfy "imtory of th® ComunPttt Patty* « 
Stated, tMt during %94£ and 2945: there were 30.006 * con- 
mni at Party, members in the United. Stateo* ' 

-\ » WP&M&M-* topV pf.mp stat^nt of mroh S6> 
294?i ■ before thk C&wW$e- $n #n-Atierican Activities of 
the: United Stated Mous$ 6f MepremM&iives.i in paragraph & 
6 n page' 5.dfthU s*jB*fW* VQtt vill note that i testified 
thaf the fimtiy mf#ev** boastm of OO'O m&mberfdn the ■ 
rous of Hh$ Cbumtnmt. Party-* $n the a me paragraph you. 
wUl dlao note} that I testified that there were 30*000 
Qonmnist Party meuberfy in the Stut.e of Mm fork* 



to you.r 
t$d.n^ and 



Tolson - 
Ladd— 



Nichols. 
Belmont 
Clegg— 
Glavi 
Harbo 
-Rosea- 
Tracy- 
Gearty 
Mobr 




¥hi$ ±h& mXy: lurking &peQifi&i2&& 
^-kf onB; tokieh w# ham wailvble £0% di^rfti^ 
that i-b wiZX Of maiHcfn&a tt)%y<m^ 

8in<i&v$ly* ymfs* "co- 
ir. E^gar%oover - (tfy*** % 





: V 





moZpaur& 

co - Few York, with copy o^^^^^mih^^' 

Motes ^ Bufile.s: reflect fh'&i tfre%Mie,ricdH'$ivil Liberties' 
Union has' done some snipi%g rx q$ th& $&WaU^ in the past in re 

w * rer ~b a PP in 9»' ^urea^ % %^\%q)^onaid^rable cor- 
" "ydefttef however, uoijbh officials' of this organization* • 
-have' hb record of Mr. Joughin, information Jurnished 
.'Joughin concerning Foster's boojc was taken from d Jo 
cbyls^ memo 'dated; 10fB2/52.* - , • 
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A ^gJf^SJ2 _.-. <° i ■/ 1 1 L 1 Dc f: ; i| to % Lsa t> 

- ■ ~~~ January 15, I9$k — — 

Federal Bureau of Investigation " " w > - Z 

Ninth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N„W # - 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

Can you give me in either exact or approximate form the 
following three elements of information: 

1) At what year was membership in the Communist Party at 
its height? 

2) At its height, what was the total membership in the 
United States? 

3) At the time the national membership was at > its height, 
what portion of that membership was in New York City? 

I am attempting to do a rough calibration on the Communist 
Party membership of New York City school teachers to the total 
number of teachers in the United States • 

Thank you very much for your cooperation* 

Sincerely yours, 

- ' L 




Louis JougBin ^y^L 
Research Director 
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Weekly Bulletin #1631 

NEW YORK CIVIL ^plg^P^JJKffill CONFERENCE FEATURES' HERBLOCK, NOTED CARTOONIST 

Highlighting the second annual luncheon and conference of the Now York Civil 
Liberties: Union Saturday, February 6, at the Henry Hudson Hotel will be a speech 
by nationally syndicated cartoonist and Pulitzer Prize winner Herblock (Herbert 
Lawrence Block) and two ^nanel discus sio^ on the theme of "Civil Liberty: Right 
or Privilege?", George E^S^ndquist y MxCLlI executive director, announced 
this *:week A The NYCLU ia the local affrfxate of the American Civil Liberties Union* 

"Who Shall Determine the Fitness of v a Teacher and How?" will be the topic 
covered by a panel headed by Processor Charlo^^eP mann °£ Noj^Yorlc University 
and including J)r 0 Hardl^jjayl6r> / President of Sarah Lawrence College; Professor" 
Clarl?Jr©yse '6f /the University of Honnsy lvani a Law School*, and Profes sor; H oward 
Mumf oration e^ of Harvard University m . The panel will delve into such questions as':' 
"Are ^subversive 1 teachers a real problem?"; "Is? this a matter for Congress to ' 
investigate?^" ; and "What about teachers -who plead the Fifth Amendment?" « 

The otheX panel^^^llyc^ns ider the question of "What arc the Proper Limits to * 
the Protections #f the First and Fifth Amendments?" - 0 Participants include Brig* 

eneral Telf or J%avj-or prominent '.Now York attorney, Kennetn^Qrconawalt, forimor 
member of Tlie Billos? Rights ^Committee, of* the Bar Association of the City of . Now ' 

This 
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hsT Rights Committee, of , the Bar 
York;, and Professor Ralph SVi^growri Hf/'tlio Yaie-^niversity, Law School* This group , 
c"ha'ir : ed by formers Ituffi-cipal; t5©u^rt~ Judge lyd^o'thj^^^ the T ollpw^ 

ing topics : "What about the immunity proposals of^Attorney General Brownell arjd 
others?"; "Has the assertion of constitutional immunity endangered national sccu^ 
rity?"; and "Have the constitutional privileges been abused?"* Both panels will 
join for a report to the full audience on their findings. 

Herblock *s cartoons have been a feature of the Washington Post since 1945 * and 
in New York are seen in the New York Post p He has won numerous awards, in addition 
to the Pulitzer Prize, and his defense of civil liberties through his medium has 
evoked praise from such leading figures as Carl Sandburg,. Archibald MacLeish, and: 
Elmer Davis * 

JUDGE RULES AGAINST MARYLAND FILM CENSORSHIP BOARD 

Moving picture censorship in Maryland suffered a serious defeat when Baltimore 

(city judge Herman 'Moser. overruled a ban^ on the film "The Moon Is Blue.*" Judge 
Moser called the State Motion Picture. Censor Board *s prohibition of the movie/ 
"arbitrary and capricious*" 

Citing the United States Supreme Court's decision in "The Miracle" case, Judge 
Moser pointed out that the Maryland censorship statute failed tQ constitutionally 
define what was meant by ^indecent" or '■immoral*.'* He noted that the censbr board 
m^nbers- all differed' in ~bheir~- definitions of what is objectionable,, the -chairman 
stating "we have no set standards," the vice chairman banning*, films" because* they 
were "trash," which he defined as meaning "just no good," and the third member of 
the board approving only films which he * thought were suitable for his. three grand-*, 
children, all .under twelve years of age, * 

Reliance .upon, the motion picture industry Production Code ("The Moon Is Blue" 
did not receive a seal of approval from the Breen Office - for '"code violations) as a 
method of determining whether pictures were acceptable or not was caliq& ^Cq^SdTy 

* ' ^ Judge Moser declared that the Maryland statutes permitted proscription q£ f^JLms. 
only for obscenity and that this could be handled under the criminal, bocfb 'arid. 1 'fine 
police without need of a cens.orship board P The judge suggested. tfoat_ either a,txXWM~ 
law be drawn or else the censorship board, s^^ujl^LQ^ abolished,, Sydney Traub, chair?- 
r^S? ^ tthe^li^^isorship board, announced that^Sudge Moser 1 s decision would loo apspeal- 
^ O I*©!? bu-t^t^VS 1 ' "was doubt as to legal grounds; fpr such a move* , 
A &EOULAR WEEKLY SERVICE. FURTHER iNFOMMMTiOM FU&MiSHBB) OW «£.QUgST^ 



I 



Weekly bulletin #1631 -2- (7%? February 1, I954 - 



Earlier, the Maryland censor board barred the showing of "The Captain 1 s Para- 
dise 1 ' as "indecent, immoral and tending to corrupt and debase morals »" The film 
is a comedy concerned with the affairs of a bigamist*, The distributors of "The 
Captain's Paradise" said that if the censorship board 'barred the film after see- 
ing it a second time, they would appeal to the courts* 

Other films which have run afoul' of the Maryland censor board are "Street - 
Scene," "The Story of Bob and Sally ? " and "Street Corner," all .of which contained 
medical reels and are allegedly ,aimod at providing sex education. Judge Moser had 
also overruled the censor' board on "Street Corner" but agreed to reconsider his 
decision based upon "new evidencoo" The board had refused to issue a seal of 
approval for "Street Corner" after Judge Moser gave his approval for the showing 
of the picture* Attorneys for "Street Corner" protested the latest move by the 
censor board and counsel for "The Story of Bob and Sally" complained that the cen- 
sor^ board had reneged on a promise to permit showing of the latter film if the j 
-courts approved- ,p£ "Streqt Qorjaer ♦." 

Representatives of 29 Catholic organizations met to mobilize interested citizens 
in Maryland against the abolition of film censorship in Maryland « The Maryland 
Civil Liberties Committee, while refraining from entering * into the disputes, is 
keeping a close watch on the proceedings of all the cases ♦ 

ALABAMA TEXTBOOKS TO CARRY POLITICAL STATEMENTS BY AUTHORS 

Textbook publishers are studying the effects of a new law passed by the Alabama 

(legislature requiring sweeping statements on the political beliefs and background 
of authors* 

The act requires that all textbooks or written instructional material in order 
to be approved for use in the schools must carry a statement by the author or 
publisher indicating, (l) whether or not the author is or is not or over was a 
member of the Communist Party, (2) an advocate of Communism., or .Marxist" Socialism, 
or (3) a member of any Communist front organization listed by* the Attorney General 
of the United States or Congress or any committee of Congress » The statement must 
also cover the same information with regard to the author of any book or writing 
cited in the work under scrutiny as parallel or additional reading* 

Any taxpayer may by injunction halt the use of such material as the act forbids • 
Other than this,, however,, the act carries no penalties for a violation* The act 
became law January 1, 1954 and will not affect 'use of any textbook previously 
approved or adopted until a year from that date-. 

The, act specifically exempts periodical newspapers and magazines or legal 
opinions by courts of record from carrying the statement* To date, no arrangements 
have been made for administration of the law* 

ACLU CLARIFIES DUE PROCESS POINTS IN UN DISPUTE 

"In an exchange of letters with Special Ambassador to the UN Henry Cabot Lodge ^ 

IJr*, ACLU*s Director of International Work, Roger N 0 B'OLdwin, has attempted to 
clarify the Union's position on the right to duo process of law for dismissed UN 
employees ♦ ^ 

The issue arose last July when ACLU, filed a brief with the UN Administrative. * 
Tribunal asserting that the righ-^^iLifee^rocess of law. had been denied to 20 
Americans dismissed by Secretary-General Trygve Lie for refusing to answer ques- 
tions about Communist Party membership and related matters^ put to them by the 
oonate Internal Security Subcommittee* The-Tribunal reversed the Secr^tai^-- 
Qen3ral r s findings stating in its recommendation that no employee should be dis.-*. * 
-^^Tii^s^c^by^^ne' ^N^rttttout cliarg^sv*^h"c iar ±ng, counsel, 'and "rc^durso" to' "the "appeals 
macninory provided for by the Assembly rules.. 

In early October , Baldwin urged Ambassador Lodge to lead the U»S* delegation in 
sustaining the view of the Tribunal* His letter stated: 

"Now that the highest organ of the UN on personnel issues has rendered its. 
judgments y we would regard it as a gross violation of employees 1 rights, as well as 
destructive of the morale in the Secretariat, if its Judgments are not uphold by 
the Assembly* " * 

Ambassador Lodge replied in a letter on November 5: 

"In your letter you point out 'that the Charter gives the Secretary-General 
1 exclusive control of personnel 1 . It is precisely this, principle that the United' 
States Delegation is. seeking to uphold against, the attempt of the Administrative 
Tribunal to reverse the Secretary-General ! s action in discharging officials who 
failed to meet the Charter standard of integrity," 
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Mr "Baldwin recently replied for AGLU that "Our reference to the exclusive 
cdntrbr of personnel by the Secreta^-Geheral deferred to his independence from 
interference by member 1 Stated, not to his unx^oviewed authority* ' Judicial review 
of administrative decisions is the accepted 'protection of rights* which we presume 
the. United States do.es not propose to alter*" 333*§€£ 

ISSUE OF NUNS TEACHING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARISES IN THREE STATES 

The issue of whether or not state funds should be withhold from public schools 
employing garbed Roman Catholic nuns as teachers has now become the center of con- 
troversy in Colorado, Idaho, and Kentucky, "the newsletter of Protestants United 
For Separation of Church and State reports * 

Colorado's State Board of Education reversed an earlier decision cutting ^ of f 
state funds from schools employing mins on the *>lea that dismissal of the sisters 
would force a closing of the schools. But the board has ordered local officials 
to specify in their annual reports whether or not religious insignia and periodi- 
cals are present in the classrooms so that the board may decide whether the schools 
have' remained sufficiently public to allow them to continue to receive state sup- 
port. The board holds that the wearing of religious garb by the public school 
teachers is not in itself grounds for withholding aid. 

Following a 3-2 vote by the Idaho County school district trustees, Idaho public 
schools in the area (larger than the state of Massachusetts) will dismiss nuns ^ 
from their teaching staff. The decision immediately affects nine nuns teaching in 
the communities of Grooncreek and Keuterville, where nuns have taught for almost 
forty years* 

In Kentucky, the Free Public Schools Committee called on State's Attorney 
General J,D, 'Buckman to bar use of state funds in school districts where nuns are 
employed, and specifically pointed out four types of violations , The Attorney- 
General turned down the request on the grounds that no charges had been brought 
by school officials and that the Committee's evidence was not sufficient* On the 
other hand, the head of the State Bureau of Instructions stated that there are a^so 
certain schools with some Protestant church connections receiving public aid. 

JUDGE RELUCTANTLY TRANSFERS ATHEIST 1 S CITIZENSHIP CASE TO ANOTHER COURT 

<\fter five months of wrangling, a Hawaii Federal District Judge testily agreed 
to transfer Wladyslaw Plywacki *s. petition for naturalization to the Federal Court 
in Oregon, 

'Judge J* Frank McLaughlin who denied Plywacki *s petition for naturalization in 
August 1952 on the grounds that the former veteran and current Oregon State College 
student was an atheist and an affirmation rather than an oath of allegiance is ^ 
insufficient, accompanied the transfer with a bitter statement against Plywacki* 
Judge McLaughlin's previous decision against Plywacki was reversed by the U,S, 
Court of Appeals when "the government admitted the jurist erred m refusing to 
naturalize an atheist, 

Judge McLaughlin had previously barred transfer of the case due to a technical- 
ity in the request for the transfer. His memorandum opinion shifting the case to 
the Oregon District Court contained the very same arguments against granting 
naturalization to Plywacki which were thrown out by the Court of Appeals, The 
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California intervened in the case to 
bring it to the Court of Appeals* 

WESTERN RE3ERVE STUDENT WINS BYERS AWARD FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES PAPER 

„ SheldorvT^K'tman,: -art Z3xf student at Western- Reserve University, was. awarded first 
prize in the Edgar Byers Foundation congest for his paper, "Fair Employment 
Practices Legislation "in Ohio," The $100 award was made at the annual meeting of 
the Cleveland Civil Liberties Union by Dean FletcheWAndrews of the Western Reserve 
University 'Saw School* . , 

The Edgar Byers award was established in 1951 by the Cleveland Civil Liberties 
Union when it gave Western Reserve a sum in excess of $1,000 to be invested and 
manage^by the University, The purpose of the fund is to honor Edgar S, Byers, 
a prominent Cleveland attorney for his services as a citizen and a civil liberta- 
rian. 

Awards are given annually to two "law students at the University for outstanding 
papers contributed on, the subject of civil liberties * As no papers were consider- 
ed 'to be worthy of the award, in 1951 by the Foundation trustees, the award given 
Mr, Portman this fall is the first to be given under the terms of the fund. 
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Irviijg^urman, WashixigtoiL jr epr e s entative of the 
^ mer i can Civil Liberties Ujnion , informed me on February 10th that £Ernest 
JKA^^n^ Xl b ai ri^ of the^Ql^fV had seen the Attorney^ 

General last Thursday. Furman. s tatetf — he- -had only a few foments to 
I talk to Angell; that Angell. told hitxi he had a very pleasant conversation 
with the Attorney General; that he was pleasantly surprised and highly 
pleased with Brownell's attitude and that the Attorney General was in 
general agreement with what Angell had to say about the confidential 
character of files, and Furjuan .stated that as far as he .sees it, this 

1 closes the isRue of the Harary Dexter White case so far as the ACLU 
concerned. 
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RULE CRITIC OF COURTS MAY' BE REQUIRED TO TESTIFY" 




Hollomaru. 



iA. .juclg^ Jhas. the ^right tck -subpoena ^ <iriti'.c -of his ^cqui^t -arid; -require* h 
testify regarding his criticism, the Appellate Division -of the New York 
Supreme Court ruled recently , While upholding a prior decision by a Sup 
Corirt Justice, the Appellate Division noted that a juror had the. right ti i^fiffL^fifiS.^ 
ciae publicly the court and judge in which he served and any ihy e s ti gat i < ffl of the 
critic's charges -were to be free from "undue pressure* 11 





The case grew out of a letter written by juror Robert Payson Hill to The Ne^ 
York Times ,in which he complained about the "unsanitary conditions and the internal 
per ate nature of one of the judges who sat there, 11 during his term in Municipal W. 
Court* Following publication of the letter, the President Justice of the Municipal' 
Court of New York City, Judge William Lyman, subpoenaed Mr* Hill to give supports 
inj* evidence for his charges * Through his lawyer, Emanuel Rodf ield, who handled 
tLfeycase for the Nex>r York Civil Liberties Union, Mr« Hill sought to have the sub— 
ppgfoa vacated on the grounds that it was a "flagrant abuse of freedom of the press 
expression," His application was denied by State Supreme Court Justice Gold 
an appeal was then addressed to the Appellate Division** 

Associate Justice Francis' Bergan, spoa'cing for the Appellate Division,, wrote, ** 
"We are of the opinion, then, that the juror had the right, to express and publish^ 
his criticism of the court and of the judges with whom he served^ but we think 
Also th& Presi^-^t Juatip:^ rpf t^p, *ianii>:Lfjal Cau±-k Imtl *bh^ yaworv ^TicitJed, zl'^^dii^^.y 
to undertake to make investigation into his own court . ♦ ♦ " 

Pointing out that "criticism of the conduct of a judge with respect to past 
cases or matters finally disposed of generally does not constitute contempt," the 
Appellate Court remarked that false or libelous criticism could be combated by 
the judge acting as a private citizen. 

In the particular case at hand, it was noted that Mr. Hill was sworn only as a 
witness -and proper legal safeguards for his rights were available*, However, the 
Appellate Division felt that more explicit assurance that both juror and inquiry 
would be free from pressure should have been made* The case is now being appealed 
to the -State Court of Appeals • 



ACLU SUGGESTS CODE FOR USAFI CONTRACTS 



? 



al of 



Procedures. --Which would safeguard both national security 1 and academic freedom in 
the awarding of United States Armed Forces Institute (USAFI) contracts were proposed 
by the AmericanVgivil Liberties Union recently, A controversy arose recently when 
the Defense Department conditioned tho granting of contracts for the correspondence 
courses on the teachers in the colleges receiving security clearances* Se 
— -crlio— in&ti^t-u-bionsr bai3red^air^h±s ! ~T^^ or loyoiirfcy" iDcrth "whic3 

impinged upon academic freedom... 

Following a study of the legislation under which the Defense Department awards 
USAFI contracts., ACLU executive director Patrick Murphy Malin observed that freedom 
of education must be protected from restrictions, although such regulation may be 
with the best intentions* At the same time, the ACLU took note that the Defense 
Department has ther responsibility for the protection, of the national security 0 




To avoid jeopardising either academic freedom or national security, the ACLU 
cu^geeiped i^dtf) g^oyel^jment security criteria be applied by the government wherever 
classified material is made available to the educational personnel and in cases 
xvhere both government and college agree an area is "sensitive-*" Where agreement 
cannot be_ reached,, the particular operation xhvo±vinjg~this allegedly "'- — 



area should not be; undertaken by the 4 : inst^ut-i©rar an^C 
a barrier to handling other USAFI courses J-^"-*- i'O 
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Where; there is nb question of security or sensitivity, the use of its staff 
should be left to the discretion of the college. In cases involving security or 
sensitivity,, the college should present to the Defense Department a list of 
1 Potential USAFI workers which is considerably longer than the number required and 
[J the selection of persons whom the government wishes to serve can be made without 
any government judgment on an individual's security being made a matter of record* 
Since the teacher has not sought government judgment upon his security status, it 
would be most unfair for such a rating to made against his name, ACLU said. * 

ACLU PROVIDES BOND FOR STOWAWAY AS- COURT ORDERS I3MCGRATI0N HEARING S 3j^^ | 

^ A $1000- bond, posted by the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern Califor- 
nia brought about the release of Ruben A. Barrow who was being held for deporta- 
tion by the Immigration Service without benefit of a hearing; The ACLU also won 
for Barrow the right to a hearing by the Immigration Service* 

mJP 16 ** onduran seaman was admitted to . this country for permanent residence in 
1951 and has applied for naturalization. While aboard his ship in Yokohama, 
Barrow became involved in a fight and left the ship because of threats made againat 
nun by other members of the crew* Barrow then stowed away 'aboard the President * 
Wilson to return to his pregnant wife in the United States d The U„S<, consul had 
refused to allow him to be discharged from his former ship unless the company gave 
Barrow his return fare. Immigration officials in Honolulu hold him, without a 
hearing, to be an excludable alien* 

The ACLU took the matter to court, asking for both a hearing and for Barrow to 
be released on bond. Federal Judge Louis 'Goodman granted a habeas corpus writ 
application by the ACLU and the Immigration Service is presently holding a hearing 
upon the case. Judge Goodman refused a request for Barrow's release on bail 
because he felt that it was wiser for the judiciary to refrain from interfering 
with administrative agencies wherever possible. However, Judge Goodman asked the 
Immigration Service representative at the court hearing to telegraph the Service 
m Washington and ask that Barrow bo released on bail. After receiving the tele- 
gram and talking with ACLU counsel Wayne M. Collins, the Immigration Service 
ordered Barrow *s release. 

In the meantime, Barrow's wife gave birth to a child and the family was reunited 

£1.4- X. ore x-JaQ ^=,orxrKL.'7^y -Hr*^- J ^ »~ — 1 ~^> — r — - — ^ - 

ABUSE S OF CONGRESSIONAL PROBES CRITICIZED BY PENNSYLVANIA BAR HEAD 

Congressional investigating committees are posing serious threats to the indi- 
vidual rights of persons called before them, J. Wesley Mc Williams , president of 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, said recently in a speech before the American 
Citizenship Committee of the Association and the Philadelphia branch of the 
I American Civil Liberties Union. 

McWilliams noted that investigating committees "dan and in many cases have per- 
formed valuable services 11 but often "they have " conducted themselves so as to lead 
... people to believe them f headline happy' . • » The woapons for protection 
against alien conspiracies and treasonable confederations can, when improperly 
employed, be„. used in the destruction of our freedom and liberty'^ warned McWilliams, 

Pointing out that measures have been introduced in Congress to establish rules 
of procedure in order to prevent infringement of the rights of witnesses, McWilliam- 
explained that the proposed limitations would permit individuals to make sworn 
statements on their own behalf, to testify for themselves, to produce witnesses 
in his own favor, and to require the committee to subpoena adverse witnesses who 
-W^uld bj=> subj.e.ct to his cr£>ss.~examijaat:Lon«». 

McWilliams asserted, "Wo cannot tolerate, the use of publicity, either by lai^ors 

Iwho try their cases in the newspapers arousing hatred against or sympathy for those 
on trial, or by publicity seekers in public office, who subject citizens to public 
condemnation upon unsupported statements and idle rumors, untested by cross-exaniric- 
tion and without the sanctity of oath." 

NEW RAILROAD RULING SIGNALS END OF DINING CAR SEGREGATION 

A recent ruling by the Southern Railway^ providing that passengers be seated in 
dining cars, in order of their entrance, is "taken as evidence that the long battle 
against segregation in diners has been won, 

- The Southern Railway was first attacked for its segregation policy as far back 
as 1942 when suit was filed by a Negro passenger, Elmer W D Henderson, against the 
railway for reserving tables for Negroes and setting these - off from others in the 
car by partitions or curtains* As. a result of this action, in which Henderson was. 
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suppbrted by the Department oi 1 Justice l s filing a "friend c|f the eourt'f- brief, 
the United States Supreme Qpurt ruled that this practice had denied the equaj^sj^ 
treatment to all passengers guaranteed by the Interstate Commerce Act* 

Following the Supreme Court decision* &he Southern Railway filed new rules 
governing dining car service. These xqqulred that patrons be seated in groups,. 
i*e., women" with women, men with men, whiter with whites, Negroes with Negroes. 
In addition, white passengers were to be seated from one end of the dining car 
while Negroes wore* to be seated from th^ opposite end* 

Once again, in March 1952, Henderson brought suit against the Southern Railway- 
attacking the revised rules as discriminatory* In May 1952, the United States, 
which had been a co-defendant with the Railway in the case, filed a confession of 
error and joined with the plaintiff in seeking to restrain the Railway from seat- 
ing 'Negroes differently than whites in dining cars. Consequently, the Railway 
considered further revision of' its rules and after advising tho Department of 
Justice, of the new rule namely, that passengers be seated in order of their 
entrance into the diner, the suit was withdrawn. 

CUT POLL TAX IN ALABAMA 

Alabama voters by a three to one majority voted to drastically reduce the cumu- 
lative feature of the state 'poll tax. The new amendment will become the law after 
the governor's proclamation * 

A state-wide referendum approved the amendment which provided that the $1.50 
a year poll tax is required for only a two year period in advance of an election* 
Formerly, the tax was cumulative starting with the age 21 and going through age 45, 
Qualified voters; who formerly would have had to pay as much as $30 , "before being 
eligible to vote, can now vote after payment of two years X: back- taxes « 

The new'measure is expected to enfranchise thousands of voters, both Negroes 
and whites* The National Association For tho Advancement of Colored People led 
the fight to adopt the amendment and opponents "played up tho NAACP's role, claim- 
ing that the measure would mean the end of racial segregation in Alabama « 



MAJORITY OF IOWA FARMERS ST I LL BACK BILL' OF RIGHTS 
A recent poll' conducted by tho Waliaoos ' Farmor and Iowa Homestead indicated 
that fam people, by and larle, still Dollar in the Bill of Rights. But there 
was a sScSg minority sentiment against certain specific liberties, such as free- 
dom of speech, press, and public assembly. 

Mien the Wallace-Homestead Poll asked Iowa farmers: "Do you believe in the 
Bill of Rights?'' most farm people would sny "Yes". However, when pollsters got 
down to specifics., they found the following, sizeable minority opinions: 

. 31% of the farm people said that "certain groups should not be allowed to 
hold public meetings, even though they gather peaceably and only make speeches." 

o hO% said that "the government should prohibit some people from making public 
speeches * " 

0 0.7% said that "newspapers and magazines should not be allowed to print any-' 
thing they want to*" (Military secrets were excepted in the question. ; 

AWARE, INC.. ' ANTI-COMMUNIST * G OMbHJNICAflONS ORGANIZATION, SET UP. 

. . The formation of an organizatiopfer^^ ^^S^^^^^^^^ 
acy in the entertainmcnt^orlci'L was^^nn^SSSeS^y its president, ^^^^^^^ 
recently in New York City* — — 

Statin^^T^, mo. would .-oano«t«to its ^^^.^ ' 

Mr. Schmidt said that the new group "hopes to fill £eecl £ or an ^^^^ issuer 

ditcuIsSf n and on which Award will issue reconanenaatxons » : 

u • -e-^Av. .-.n^ <„=t noiicv 'or employers towards Communists, users of 

be applied to these and related questions?" 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA PROFESSOR 1 S RIGHT TO PUBLISH DEFENDED BY REGENTS 

Trofossor C, Clyde Mitchell^ chairman of the Department ^of^ Agricultural FJconomics, 
at the University of Nebraska, 'has been the- center of a heated academic freedom C 
controversy growing out of an article he wrote for Capper's Farmer 9 titled "Let*s 
Not Go Back to 1920 • " In the article, Professor Mitchell expressed the view that 
"During the *30 x s 9 farm leaders and Congress forged the realistic laws that help 
agriculture maintain its place in our economy — an economy that is both free and 
not free* Despite all the talk about free 'enterprise, much of the non-agricultural - 
economy is not free,. For that., -r.ea.s0n3 ^agriculture demands 4 and receives help from 
government so that it can compete with industry and labor," 

The article arid Professor Mitchell came under the immediate fire of the Hall 
County Farm Bureau Federation, which adopted a resolution asking that a committee 
be named to call upon the University Board of -Regents and "take any further action 
they deem advisable*" 

At the same time, Regents -member J* Leroy Welsh was quoted as saying: "I have 
no brief for anyone in a -^ax-supported institution who favors the destruction of 
the free enterprise system* No member at the University has any right or authority 
to advocate the destruction of this system*" 

In a closed session, the University Regents decided that Mitchell had .not 
r violated the .propriet y of his -pJL£lco;uaxi^ 

Board and bailed in the local press as "a fine document, and as straight-forward 
a declaration of the principles of free thought and expression as- has come from arry^ ' 
corpus*" * ' 

The statement made the following points : * 



lty) include^ / 




"Rights and responsibilities (of University 

"1* The full right to speak as a citizen* v/ HOT RECORDED 

J'2* The responsibilities of citizenship. ^ ^ 13 MAR 22 .1954 

"3* The right, as a professional person, to freedom in research andt trr-trhc 
publication of the results thereof, limited only by the precepts of scholarship and 
the faithful performance of other academic responsibilities* 

"4. The right, as a professional person, to free and thorough expression in the 
class room » 

"The Slight to uphold, to discuss, and dissent are the moral, fiber of Americans 
greatness. They are likewise the strength of a great University*" 

aCLU FILES "FRTEK^ OF THE COURT" BRXEF IN SUPPORT OF "UNORTHODOX" BAR APPLICANT 

Tho^Chidago division of ACLU has filed a "friend of the court" brief with the 
Illinois Supreme Court in the case of George .Anastaplo, who was denied a petition 
\ for admission 't t ^ the Illinois Bar by the Illinois Committee on Character and Fit- 
mess* The Committee must approve all applications to practice law under Illinois 
J law* 

Mr* Anasfraplo, a 23-yoar old veteran, who graduated at the head of his class, 
from, the University of Chicago "Low School,, was denied a certificate of fitness, by 
the Committee although -the Committee did not state its reasons for the action* The 
ACLU's brief protested on the following grounds: ^T^^^ 

1-. The records of the hearings show no facts as to why Mr* Anastaplo lacks 
7 0"^PR S i tG Ch ^ act ° r and ^iXfaosp to Practice Law*" 
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2. "Since the applicant made out a prima facie case of character and fit- 
neis *.♦ it appears certain that, except for what the applicant said at the hear- 
ings, he would not have encountered difficulty in obtaining certification by the 
Co'-nittee. Therefore: The Character and Fitness Committee refused to certify the 
applicant solely because of "his expressed unorthodox opinions and beliefs on 
philosophical and political questions •>" The brief said that Stephen Love, a member 
of the Committee, said, "there was not the slightest evidence that any Communistic 
or subversive activity, or even interest on the part of the applicant, at any time 
during the 28 years of his life* 

3. "Admission to the practice of law should not be denied on the grounds that 
an applicant holds unorthodox political or philosophical beliefs, A refusal to 
admit an applicant which is based on such grounds would violate Article II of the 
Illinois Constitution, and the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States 
Constitution** 11 

\ 'Raising strong objections to the content of the Committee ! s interrogation of 
Mr. Anastaplo, which strayed into such fields as the naming of all his organiza- 
tional affiliations and even which newspapers he read, the ACLU affiliate said: 

"In view of th? close relation of lawyers to the exercise of the rights safe- 
guarded by our state and federal Bill of Rights, inhibition of freedom of thought 
and action on the spirit of lawyers destroys the free play of the spirit which all 
lawyers ought to especially cultivate, and makes for caution and timidity in their 
associations by potential lawyers *. • 

"Ought admission to the bar be refused to an applicant only because he expresses 
a philosophical belief in the Jof fersonian 1 right of revolution 1 , or the opinion 
(in which two Justices of the U.S. J-rpreme Court concurred) that the Smith Act 
ought to be held unconstitutional, bho opinion that it is improper to ask an 

applicant" about membership in the Communist Party and other opinions of a like 
nature with whose recital we will not burden this Court? Should such an applicant 
be refused permission to practice law simply because ho holds and expresses these 
opinions? To answer in tke affirmative would not only be an injustice to the 
applicant but i^ould seriously impair the intellectual diversity peculiarly needed 
in the Bar," 

CORRECTION 

The FEATURE PRESS SERVICE of February 22, 1954 contained a story on the tost of 
the California Dilworth Act by the Northern California ACLU in the John Mass case, 
in which the following sentence appeared: "Mass was notified by San Francisco 
Superintendent of Schools, Herbert C m Clish, to stay away from classes because ho 
invoked the Fifth Amendment,.." 

One of our subscribers offers the following comment on this sentence: "To a 
■Dorson from another part of the country, it might appear that Dr* Clish' is the 
party responsible for that action against Mr. Mass. In fact, Dr, Clish, in addi- 
tion' to being Superintendent of Schools, is also Secretary of the Board of Educa- 
tion, and in this case was acting under the Board's direction, Also^ it has been 
definitely established in San Francisco that the Board of Education is the policy- 
making body, and the Superintendent the administrator of that policy, 

"Whatever Dr, Clish* s views may be on the subject, his action as described by 
"you did not necessarily reflect them, but was merely a carrying out of orders**-*" 

We are, glad to publish this comment clarifying Dr* Clish T s role in the Mass case 0 

BOOK NOTE 



Heres y, Yes — Conspiracy, No . Sidney Hook* John Day Company, Now York, 1953 . 

283 pp, and index* #3.75 

A thoughtful and stimulating presentation of Dr* Hook's view on academic ±Veo~ 
dom. Dr fr Hook believes that the Communift tonohcr is of "necessity committed to 
indoctrino.ting his students 'in P-aarby dogma, and thoi*c&f oi.*e lias no place in the 
American educo.tioria.1 sysboui* 
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WARREN CONFIRMATION HEARING VIOLATED DUE PROCESS » AGLU CHARGES I Miss Gandy. 




The procedures employed, by -the Senate Judiciary Committee in the publi 
held Qn_tke, vC.onE^rpiati.QrL q>f .CJ^Lef Justin JS&vX Warden- yioIl^edL fcfee principles; of 
due process, the American Civil Liberties Union charged. 

In a letter addressed to Senator William Langer, chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee , Irving Ferman, the Union f s Washington direct or , said that incorporation into 
public record of "unproven and unscreened allegations" ;of a candidate's fit- 

ness subjects T>he candidate to unnecessary defamation and* does not contribute to 
an effective investigation. These errors, he added, emphasized the need for a 
code of fair procedures for hearings on the fitness of nominees the Senate must, 
approve # 

The hearing stirred, a controversy because of ten charges that were released 
ranging from an accusation that the Chief Justice, when he was governor of Cali- 
fornia, had been under the domination of a "notorious liquor lobbyist," to one 
that he had a "100 percent perfect record of following the Marxist line* 1 * After 
the charges wer^> made public, the source of the first charge^ Roderick J. Wilson, 
who is wanted by officials in California on a perjury indictment, surrendered to 
Senator Langer and, was then 'heard in executive session* The Judiciary Committee 
approved Warren's nomination, 12— 3 > and the full Senate is expected to act favor- 
ably this week, 

T&e* *ACLTI*« in i.ts~ -letter- tp-Xanger-,. -s-aidr - . . — . . ^ . 

"Completely unproven charges and allegations concerning the Chief Justice, were 
made part of the record in a public hearing without any preliminary evaluation of 
the truth of the charges, or without an examination of the informants by the 
Committee * 

"We feel that such practice of making part of a public record completely 
unproven and unscreened allegations of a candidate's fitness not only subjects 
such a candidate to unnecessary defamation, but the practice does not contribute to 
^n effective inau5ry» 

"It is respectfully submitted that it might be well for the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to consider a code of fair procedures for hearings on fitness of 
nominees whose -appointments the Senate must .consider," 

SUPREME COURT REVERSAL OF FILM BAN SPURS ACLU ANTI -CENSORS HIP CAMPAIGN 

Heartened by a recent U Q S # Supreme Court decision reversing the banning of tivp 
films by New York and Ohio state censorship boards, the American Civil Liberties 
\ Union is pressing ahead on its campaign to end all prior- restraint ©n motipzf* 
j. pictures » " ; £f JF^^$™~ fp^"^ 

Tlie high court, in an unanimous decision,' upset New York's ban on the French 
film^ "La R'onde," and Ohio's refusal to license "M r " The decision was handed down 
without a written opinion, the justices merely citing their decision %n ''The 
Miracle." case in 1952 # -In that case> the court ruled that the standard of "sacri~ 
leg£" was too. vague and indefinite, but did not hold the New York law unconstitu- 
tional a?? imposing 1 a prior' restraint on speech,, "Wfcile there was- no official- 
opinion in the "La^ Ronde" and "M" cases, the effect of the court's action ^was' 
*<&pected to deal a heSvy blow to state and municipal Censorship agencies through— 
x at th'e country. "La Ro&oLe-'i had been banned oh grounds of obscenity and "M 1 ^ 
h ^«":?.us.e it "undermines, confidence in the enforcement of law and government", and 
uould ,lead "unstable persons- ttf incresasejd immorali ty and cri m ed , '"^ 

^ 20 MAR 1 0 1954 
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While the Supreme Court £id not base its. decision on the primary civil liber- 
ties ground that the ACLU has long maintained, that prior restraint of films is 
an invasion of the First Amendment,, Justices William Douglas and Hugo Black focus- 
ed on this point in a concurring, opinion* They said: "Motion pictures are of 
course a different medium of expression than public speech, the radio, the stage, 
the novel, or the magazine,.. But the First Amendment draws no distinction between 
the various methods of communicating ideas 0 On occasion, one may be more, powerful 
or effective than the other* The movie, like the public speech, radio, or tele- 
vision^ is transitory - here now and gone in an instant* The novel, the short 
story, the poem in printed form are permanently at hand to reonact the drama or to 
retell the story over and over again. Which medium will give the most excitement 
and have the most enduring effect will vary with the theme and the actors » It is 
not for the censor to determine in any case* The First and Fourteenth' Amendments 
say that Congress^ and the States shall make 'no law 1 which abridges freedom of 
speech or of the press . In order to sanction a system of censorship, I would have 
to say that 'no law 1 does not mean what it says,, that 'no law 1 is qualified t 
mean 'some laws % r I cannot take that step, 

"In this nation, every writer, actor or producer-, no matter what the medium of 
expression he may use, should be free from the censor*" 

The ACLU's National Council on Freedom from Censorship had actively intervened 
in the "M" case,' filing a brief with the Supremo Court challenging the Ohio cen~ 
sor ! s action ♦ It asserted that motion pictures are entitled to the same protec- 
tion as the press under the First Amendment and that there is no evidence that 
films differ from other forms of expression such as newspapers and magazines* 
Its efforts to file a brief in the "La Rdnde" case was of no avail in the face of 
objection by New York state Attorney General Nathaniel Goldstein* 

The Council, commenting on the court's decision, said that since two judges 
stated they were oppos.ed to any form of prior restraint against exhibition of 
films, there is now the possibility that in some future case the court will appl^- 
the same criteria to films as it does to the press* The Council is actively 
exploring possibilities for bringing a test suit which would involve showing of a 
film not previously submitted to a state censorship board* 

ACLU COMMENDS . THE PRESIDENT,, FOR STAND ON REPATRIATION . OF PW T S 

In a letter to President Eisenhower, ACLU's executive director, Patrick Murphy 
Malin, commended the Administration for refusing to accede to Communist demands 
for forced repatriation of prisoners of war held under UN jurisdiction in Korea* 
Mr* Malin 1 s letter said, in part: 

"By the position the United States took on the repatriation question, the world 
has seen that our country honors the principle of political asylum, which is so, 
inextricably a part of the First Amendment guarantee of free speech and opinion, 
and that despite intimidation and threats by Communist totalitarianism, we intend 
to stand fast by this principle." 

The ACLU received an acknowledgment from Sherman Adams, assistant to the Fresir-- 
dent, which said:, "I am sure that all Americans share your satisfaction at the 
triumph of the principle of non-forcible repatriation, . .This issue* * .brought out 
very clearly a basic difference between our way of life and the Communist systont — 
our belief in the.,*human dignity and individual freedom as opposed to the Commu- 
nist concept that the individual is a chattel of the State*" 

DULLES UR GED TO EASE PRISON REGULATIONS FOR NAZI WAR PRISONERS 

ACLU aild the National Council for Prevention of War urged Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles to seek improvement of ^S&csdial conditions at the Spandau 
international prison, whore seven "fc©$i> *NaS2r war 1 criminals, including Rudolf Mess^ 
Admiral Ka-f4 Daenitz, Albert Speer Aiiffiiba.1 Erich Raeder, have been in jail, 

since tfafe end @g World War II* In a J'oin]^ cable sent to Dulles at the recent Big _ 
Four conf 'er'ene© in Berlin, the organizations stated: 

"Urge you obtain provisional four~p'OT#§r a^g^reement to raise international prison 
at Spandau Germany to American federal, '$r4&drxi standards * This is an American 
obligation as champions of human rights. Decent treatment should not have to wait ^ 
for peace treaty*," 

The ACLU and the NCPW pointed out that the following conditions wore now main-* ~ f 

tained at Spandau for the prisoners, several of whom are over 75 years olds v 

I 

"Life for Spandau men is mostly solitary confinement** *This compares with the \ 
more humane cell sharing and outdoor group work and recreation in the U»S» 4 
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"Spandau prisioners may write one letter and receive one letter a woek e . 
American federal prisoners may write three and receive seven* 

"Four guards listen to every conversation with" visitors at Spandau* Mention of 
world news or political developments is forbidden,. Bodily contact is forbidden*" 

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ACTS TO END DISCRIMINATION IN RAILROAD EMPLOYMENT - 

Representatives of the three largest Eastern railroads coined with leaders of 
four major labor organizations to pledge full cooperation in. the New York State 
1 Commission Against Discrimination^ drive to end discriminatory employment prac- 
I tices on the nation T s railroads « 

Commissioner Elmer A* Carter called the mooting because of the Commission's 
.finding of a new "free labor market" existing in the railroad field. Previous 
cooperation between the railroads and labor to end discrimination had been blocked 
by the existence of seniority lists of furloughed employees* Only recently the 
Commission learned these lists are near the point of exhaustion and for the first 
time it is possible to hire Negroes in job categories from which they had been 
barred » 

NO FREE SPEECH CURBS SEEN IN TEXAS A, AND M* INCIDENT 

In answer to an ACLU inquiry, President David Morgan of the agricultural and 
Mechanical College, of Texas has sent the Union a copy of a letter setting forth 
the major facts in the case' of John M. Clark, a pro-law student whose criticism 
of the college led to his ouster by fellow classmates* 

A newspaper version of the indident quoted Clark as saying that a group of 
students had told him if he did not leave, he might get "shoved around, more or 
less*" President Morgan pointed out that the newspapers failed to mention that 
it was Clark T s expressed desire to leave the college, as well as his harsh 
criticism which led to the indignation of his classmates. The President went on 
to say that a thorough examination" of the case revealed that the student had not 
been touched, threatened, or insulted by abusive language^ 

While deploring the students' action, the President is hopeful that the publi- 
city it has received has shown them the error of this type of procedure* Clark 
has been invited to return to complete the semester with assurances that he will 
not be molested, while President Morgam is making efforts to see if the university 
of his choice will accept him for the spring semester * 

The incident developed out of a letter Clark wrote to the college newspaper 
criticizing some of the students 1 "childish actions," 

BOOK BANNING ACTIVITIES IN VERMONT 

Shaftst>ury> Vermont was, the scene of two recent incidents having to do with the 
banning of books from the public schools by members of the school board* 

In the first incident, Governor Lee EmOrson and the press came to the defense 
of a history book>< whose writing had been commissioned by state officials in the 
first instance, and which had been removed from the shelves despite prior approval 
by a special three-man commission and the State Board of Education* The Brattle- 
^^WTFermont) Ref ormed revealed iHat ~t&o schooIToarr chaimanHSad^s en^tTio T>ooR 
outside the state for review and refused to tell where she had sent it* The news- 
paper went on to say that there were a number of organizations growing fat on the 
sale of pamphlets purporting to show that the public schools are riddled with ^ 
Communists and that textbooks reek with Communist propaganda. These organizations 
offer a service of reviewing "suspected" literature for their clients*. 

In the second incident, Robert C. Jewell, the only member of the school board 
who hadn't resigned over the textbook controversy, removed Our Neig hbors Across 
The Paci fic from the school shelves because it had been written, according to him 
"by the Owen Lattimore gang*" The book is a bound volume of five pamphlets issued 
in 1942 and 1943 by the Institute for Pacific Relations, written by C* Hartley 
Grattan, George E* Taylor, Elizabeth A f Clark, Marguerite A* Stewart, and William 
Henry Chamberlain, and edited by Maxwell S* Stewart* 
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NORWALK VFW PROGRAM "VIGILANTISM" SAYS ACLU 

The controversy stirred by the program of the Noj?walk, Connecticut post of the 
j Veterans of Foreign Wars to have a private screening board pass on suspected 
-Gomnranist^ ^b r ef ore 1 -sending^ -b heir* -names 4 to-- the" -FBI- -drew* the- fire- -of- --AGI&J-*; -As^ »a s 
result of "heavy protests., some -within the VFW itself , the program appeared dead 
last week* 

ACLU's executive director, Patrick Murphy Malin, charged the Norwalk post with 
a campaign that "smacks of vigilhantism which is." foreign to the American concspt 
of due, process*" * - ^ 

The local VFW program requested neighbors to report any "suspicious activity" 
among their fellow residents to a private VFW screening board which would then 
" evaluate-' the evidence"- and pass the information on to the FBI* 

In a letter to national VFW commander Wayne F* Richards, Malin acknowledged 
the good intentions of the Norwalk post in trying to aid the FBI in rooting out 
subversives, but. went on to criticize the private screening board: 

"In effect," said Malin's letter, "such a board is a court; passing judgment 
on what information is good or bad and handing down verdicts , * * The board, by 
accepting and rejecting reports, serves as a censor of the information submitted 
to it;, a role that should be played only by trained, governmental exports in 
anti— subversive work*" 

'The ACLU vCriticizecT the. Norwalk ^rTdgram for endangering "the atmosphere of 
freedom, the yeast in which civil liberties: lives and grows * • *It will undoubtedly 
make many of Norwalk f s residents uneasy and afraid that they are being watched, 
and that gossip of their activities may be reported to the screening board* Many 
of them may decide,- to 'play it safe* and not exercise such traditional American 
freedoms as free speech, association, and assembly v -- -tOho psychol6gy*\o.£ fear does 
not confine itself to a single person or group* The infection tends to spread 
and presents a real threat to a democratic society whose freedom rests on the 
active exercise of civil liberties*" 

The case was rocketed into national prominence: 

V A reporter at* President Eisenhower's news conference asked the President 
1 what he thought of Norwalk 's "spy-on-your~neighbor" campaign* The President v.-.!-» 
replied that anyone had the right to report what he felt was subversive activity 
to the FBI, but that there were laws concerning libel and slander to protect* 
innocent persons * 

* Norwalk's VFW post commander, Albert A<» Bercs, when closoly pressed by- 
reporters as to how the screening board operated and what criteria -wore used in 
the judgment of "subversive" citizens, finally stated r *'We''re not condemning 
anybody, that' ! s the FBI's- job. We're only suspecting, A member doesn't have to 
prove a guy is subversive, only that, he acts it;*" Queried on what constitutes, 
subversive behavior, Mr* Beres answered: "A guy wh>> goes around town and -sort of 
shows -a point of view against our churches, schools,, or System of government*" 

- o State VFW commander Charles J*. Post stated that members (of the screening x 
board) make note of the. suspect's membership -iri^any known subversive, organization, 
"literature or newspapers seen around. 3&is .house ^J^4^^T^te^ ndanCG at meetings 
whose purpose the VFW suspects* fty ^ |* jZ~J ^ JF" ij^i 

• Protests, in addition to tho ACLU'sV wezfs levl^^against the local VFW ; post*> 
Norwalk's Maypr, living *C* Freese/ the. 'VFW' s. natiron^f&g^egg^sm Chairman Jud&o 
Charles 'S^ Dougherty ^ Norwalk resident and nafeio|?a1L3%r ^iowh cartoonist Bill ufcdfn, 
Mauldln^ who fteads .-the American Veterans, C*6inn^t}.tee, and Senator Charles;^ Potter 
were among the first to decry the program* ^ 

* MAR 19 19541^ » 
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As the critioism mounted, the Norwalk VFW showed signs of backing down* First 
indications came when the organization clamped a tight censorship on all state- 
ments by its officers and membership when it was revealed that many Norwalk VFW 
members were unaware that the VFW had even contemplated such a move, much less 
put it into action without approval of the general membership* The program, 'was later 
approved at a membership meeting after the program was revealed iri the press * 
Subsequent revelations that the announcement of the program coincided with a, post 
membership campaign "and the interjection of political overtones put a damper on 
the whole operation. Finally., at the beginning of last wgg^:/ VFW Au5d.Xi.ary Member 
Suzanne Silyercruys Stevens on, cinra radio broadcast, denied that the VFW* ever had 
any such program in the first place. 

"1 can assure you, 11 said Mrs, Stevenson,- "no such secret commxttee has been ^ 
formed or :contemplA^*ed;.and. £hat- Anyi'Statemfent t^the^bntraryL-is untruthf uJL , . 
information to the public and practically subversive* 11 

Mr* Beres was quoted as saying 1 : "There is no secret committee and there is no 
screening committee «" 

CONVICTION OF PASTOR FOR COURT CRITICISM REVERSED 

Criticism of local court decisions may bo punished in some cases by Virginia 
courts, the Virginia Supreme Court ruled recently, but it nonetheless reversed 
a conviction of a local minister for such criticism # 

In May 1952, Ross Alan Weston, pastor of a church in Arlington, preached a 
sermon criticizing the decision of a local court judge that certain federal 
employees were disqualified to hold office on the local county board* Weston 
claimed that the decision was an encroachment on freedom, based on an antiquated 
statute and that federal employees were made into second class citizens ♦ Although 
stating that he thought the judge was an "honorable man," Weston claimed that he 
was appointed by a state legislature under the domination of Senator Harry Byrd 
and that the judge himself could fill vacancies on the local board which his own 
decision would create. The minister was prosecuted for contempt o£. court, being 
.ciiarge.cL with ...having .publicly .uttered -certain "-defamatory statementk^corisis-ting of 
contemptuous and insulting language addressed to, or published of" the judge a 
Rev, Weston admitted having made these statements, claiming that there was no 
attempt to bring: either the court or the judge into disrepute or to attack the 
judged integrity. 

The Virginia Supreme Court, in its recent decision, admitted that most courts 
hold that libelous statements " about a- judge f s. conduct are not subject to con- 
tempt 9 It added that the U # S« Supreme Court has three times reversed convictions 
for contempt in state courts based upon criticisms of trial judges 6 But, it 
continued, in these cases there were not local laws making such conduct punishable * 
The high court claimed that the right of free speech "may not be exorcised in 
such a manner as to disregard* respect for the courts It might impair "judicial \ 
efficiency," the court said* " . 

However, the court said that false and libelous utterances as to the judge ? s 
conduct may be punishable only if they "present a clear and present danger to the 
administration of justice," and that "guilt must be established beyond a reason- 
able doubt *" The court found that Rev* Weston 1 s language had not been obscene, 
insulting, or libelous ♦ Rev* Weston's expressed confidence in the judge ! s 
integrity and honesty, the court said, meant that the statement did not present 

a. clfiar 1 fl.nd pr»p^©nt eL».rig Tho court- -wa,3^rio<i 11 r ^4>^^h-e— ^reu-rgTaja-gQ — hero •might^;be^ on 

the "borderline*" * 

The ACLU ? from the beginning of the contempt proceeding, had been in contact 
with Rev, Weston's attorney and 'consulted with him on legal questions* 

EDITORS DISAGREE OVER CENSORSHIP OF COMICS * 

Two recent events have stirred anew the controversy over the influence of comic 
books and how to deal with those that are ob jectionable c The omission of comic 
strips dealing with kidnapping by The St, X-ouls Post-Dispatch and a proposal by 
Dr e Frederic Wertham for formal censorship of comic books drew widely divergent 
editorial comment 9 

Fear of offending its readers in the light of the tragic Greenlease kidnapping . 
case was the immediate cause for the action taken by the Post-Dispatch and The 
Christian Science Monitor was quick to congratulate the paper for responding to 
public sentiment* The Monitor also emphasized Dr# Wertham 1 s point that the comics 
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published in book form are usually far worse than the strips appearing in the 
daily papers where there is some form of running censors hip * The Monitor looked 
forward to a time when an aroused public would find ways to bring effective 
pressure on the publishers of comic books as well as newspapers m regard to 
offensive material*- 

On the other hand, The Greensboro (North Carolina) News questioned the wisdom 
of censorship and in auditorial comment on Dr. Wertham's proposal, The Jutland 
(Vermont) Herald declared that flat censorship often has the opposite effect oi 
its aim, making that which it prohibits more exciting * 

gXPgRTg L AGRE E THAT EVIL EFFECT OF COMIC BOOKS AND TV ARE EX AGGERATED 

A "panel of juvenile^ judges, welf are^orkers,, and- police- of facials meeting^ in 
Richmond, Virginia, concluded that the effect of comic books and television m 
prompting juvenile delinquency has boon greatly exaggerated,- 

The panel agreed that most juvenile delinquency begins in homes where emotional 
stability and security are lacking and that emphasis on crime in comic books and 
television will not adversely affect a well-adjusted child* 

Miss Jane Rinck of the Now York City police expressed the opinion that only if 
other factors which are basic causes of delinquency existed, -would a child be 
likely to be drawn into action by seeing or reading about crime, and that happens 
less often than the public thinks* 

MILWAUKEE CENSORSHIP KA&TjgS 

Pocket-sized editions of Norman Mailer *s war novel "The Naked and the Dead" ^ are 
free to circulate through drugstore and newsstand channels in Milwaukee following 
District Attorney William J # McCauley »s reversal of his personal ban on the book 
on grounds of obscenity* McCauley withdrew his ban after the Milwaukee County 
Literary Commission voted 5 to 1 that the book did not violate the county ordi- 
nance covering obscene publications* 

McCauley *s original ban came after Wisconsin State Senator Bcrnhard Getteljnan 
of Milwaukee complained that the Mailer book was obscene, along with James Jones' 
"From Here to Eternity" and Ernest Hemingway's "To Have and Have Not*" At first 
McCauley planned to urge removal of the Mailer novel from the public library and 
book stores, but then decided to confine his action to the inexpensive pocket 
editions. He sent letters to two pocket-book distributors, requesting them to 
remove copies of the book from distribution points* Following this, ho referred 
the Mailer, Jones, and Hemingway books to the County Literary Commission for its 
opinion* The Commission gave its clearance ^ to " "The Naked and The Dead", but 
action on the other two books is still pending* 

McCauley 1 s moves against the books generated- considerable opposition from the 
press, public officials, and Milwaukee citizens ♦ The Milwaukee Journal commented 
editorially: "To rely upon or permit extra-legal methods' like McCauley T s , ^ short 
circuiting due process by a form of intimidation, is to forfeit our liberties* 
There should be no more of this high-handed business ♦" 

BROWN, GALANTIERE » JESSUP, WILLIAMS NAMED TO ACLU BOARD 

The election of four new members to the Board of Directors of the American 
.aiv-il^-LibG^ti©^ -Uriiori--wa.G^oceni>ly^nrLO^cod -fey- -Patriot Murphy Mctlin-,- -ACLU- -exeoti- — 
tive director. The new members are City Councilman Earl Brown; Lewis Galantiere, 
author, and program director of Radio Free Europe; John Jessup, chief editorial 
writer of Life magazine; and C e D* Williams, attorney, and former solicitor of the 
U,S* Department of Commerce* 

Also reelected to Board membership, Malin announced, were Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, 
Edward J* Ennis, John P.. Finerty, Osmond K e Fraenkel, B*W« Huebsch, Dorothy Konyon, 
Norman Thomas, and William L„ White 9 

BOOK NOTE 

AMERICAN ATT ITUDES ON WORLD ORGANIZATION by E3jtio Roper, A printed survery of 

— 3,500 sampling interviews all over the 

country to determine the degree of faith and hope in the United Nations* 

Orders for pamphlets are to bo addressed to: Room 38kj 11 West 42 Street, 
New York 36,, New York*. - 
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w ffiIjU FIRST BIENNIAL CONFERENCE HITS ATTACKS ON CIVIL LIBERTIES 

The first -Biennial Conference of the^ACLU Go^po,ra4>ipp^»c f OAclii4.eci aJbs^opir^Say 
meeting last week by* reaffirming ACLU's opposition to "guilt by association, judg- 
ment by accusation, invasion of privacy of personal opinion a,nd beliefs, and the 
confusion of dissent with disloyalty ♦ • « " 

The conference, attended by members of the ACLU board of directors, national 
committee, and representatives of the 1& local affiliates, adopted unanimously a 
statement which proclaimed ACLU*s defense of civil liberties "whatever be the 
issues of the hour, the. temper of the times, the alarms of crises and the pressures 
of groups," The Union also reaffirmed its policy of not having on its national or 
local governing bodies and staff any person "which* accepts the discipline of any 
political party or organization which does not believe in civil liberties.. 
Communist or Fascist***" 



- / 



The full.tesct of the statement follows: 



, whether 



"The American Civil Liberties Union is gravely concerned over the alarming extent 
to which the suppression of basic liberties and the corruption of historic safe- 
guards have replaced legitimate police and judicial procedures required to safe- 
guard the security of the country. We therefore stand against guilt by association,, 
judgment by accusation, the invasion of the privacy of personal opinions and 
fe.t>lio*f3,. and the confusion- -of dissent with— dis loyalty^~^all ^of -which a.re- ^haractar—. 
istic of the totalitarian tyrannies we abhor. The abuse by wrongful un-American 
methods of the rightful national aim to safeguard the security of the country not 
only betrays the noblest traditions of our history but also impairs the capacity 
for leadership of freo peoples at this crucial time for freedom in the world, 

"CivAl liberties, born of centuries, of' the people's struggle for dignity and 
freedom ^fjre a basic part of man T s heritage. Freedom of religion, thought,- commu- 
nication;,, assembly, dissent., freedom from discrimination, and the right to due 
process of law are highly prized parts of the American heritage* 

"Mindful of its responsibilities as a voluntary association of free citizens and 
in furtherance of its declared principles and purposes to defend the civil liber- 
ties of any person in the United States, we today reaffirm the policy of the Ameri— ' 
can Civil Liberties Union not to have as an officer, Board member, Committee member, 
or staff member, national or local, any person who does not believe in civil liber- 
ties e>r who accepts the discipline of any political party or organization which 
does not believe in civil liberties or which is. under the' control or direction of 

ny totalitarian government, whether Communist or Fascist, which itself does not 
bDlieve in civil liberties or in practice crushes civil liberties© The facts 
regarding any such matters must themselves, be the subject of responsible arid a£>pro— 
— p^-ixra-fcre — c o ngidcratlOn 1 Iijl - J ? cl±.jl ' -jjivuu d-ex^esr-s — . — - — -~ „ ~ %^ - ^ . ™ _~ 

, ^ / — / - - 

"It is the continuing responsibility and policy of the American Civil Liberties 
Union vigorously to defend the civil liberties of any person however unpopular that 
person or his views may be and regardless of any political party, organization^ 
denomination, race, or nationality to which that person may belong* Sqx" ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

"In \v-ar and peace, the American Civil Liberties Union has def ende^^aiiol'\Bha^3i6Sfe^> 
and pledges itself to continue to defend and champion, the rightful civil liberties 
of any person or, organization, the essentials of academic freedom,. i i a^r* l *rieffi^ln^d^^ 



and due process, whatever be the issues of the hour, the temper of the times, -the 
alarms k of crises, and the pressures of groups 



ties , the - <: a 



11 The concentration, of the* American Civil Liberties Union must always be on tJhe. 
basic liberties of the people, the principles, and fair procedures of academic free*? 
•lom, the Bill of Rights, and the Constitution- of the nation, which is in~ : £>ositiori to 
SjO^mjLoh hop.S to the peoples struggling for freedom and peace in the world," 
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ACLU SCORES TAT^PROPOSAL DISCRIMINATING AGAINST>4*RRIED MOTHERS 

The American Civil Liberties Union chided a Congressional committee this week 
for discriminating against married mothers who want to work outside their homes* 

In a letter to Chairman Daniel E a Reed of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
the organization took issue with the committee's decision to permit certain, deduc- 
tions Tor child care expenses by widows, widowers, and legally separated persons $ 
but not by married couples except where the husband is incapable of s elf ^support & 

tf The American Civil Liberties Union believes that the proposed legislation is a 
denial of civil liberties; to women because it places thorn under a special disabili- 
ty based on their "sex," the letter, signed by Patrick Murphy Malin, ACLU executive 
director, observed* "Under such a law, women would not have the same freedom as 
j men to move in and out of the labor market * It would.be something akin to the 
means test, one of the chief discriminatory ^pra'ctices against women which have 
blocked their efforts to achieve full equality,, *l 

The Union also criticized Re.ed for his comment, as quoted by the United Press, 
. that "We decided that the tax laws should not encourage mothers to leave the home 
except in cases of dire necessity*" 

While noting Reed f s "heavy burden of work and responsibility* 1 and Congressional 
concern over- the "problem of a changing labor force during a time of economic 
readjustment," ACLU's letter said: 

"We do not believe that even these causes justify your statement which could bo 
interpreted as invading the freedom of the American family to determine how it 
shall run its home life, lour remark, if correctly quoted,- would place the Ways 
and Means Committee outside the scope of its responsibility for writing of tax 
legislation to a general ordering of private lives , , 

NORTHERN CALIF. ACLU DEFENDS TEACHER IN ANSWER TO HOUSE COMMITTEE t S QUERIES 

A court battle to restore the job of a teacher suspended from his post because 
he refused to answer questions put to him by the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee climaxed efforts of the American Civil Liberties "Union of Northern Califor- 
I ^ia when the House Committee visited that area recently* The ACLU group repre- 
sented eight "unfriendly" witnesses, including the suspended teacher, J ohn Mass, 
an instructor of English at the San Francisco City College* ^ 

Mass was notified by San Francisco Superintendent of Schools, Herbert C« Clish^ 
to stay away from classes because he invoked the Fifth Amendment plea, allegedly 
%o dvoid testimony against himself, which was a violation of California's Dilworth 

\*- Pa ? Sed last year by the Cal i^o^nia State Legislature,, this law provides for 
th ?L dismissal of any teacher who for any reason refuses to answer questions con- 
oer&ifig Communist Party membership since September 10, 194S W 

According to the publication of the Northern California ACLU, Mass had previous-' 
ly admitted membership in the Communist Party when he signed a loyalty oath in X950 Q 
However, he said at that time. that his membership ceased previous to signing the 
«.oth„ Mass also stated that, he had informed" the F.B.I, at the* time he -signed the 
oath that he had been a member of the Communist Party* However, he would not 
dl,-ulge to the F.B.I*. the names of any other individuals whom he knew as members of 
tl Cconmunist Party* When confronted by the House Committor, Mass refused to 
? r '"lT r f^f §i ^ ±on3 at S- 11 a *id the ACLU legal counsel, Lawrence Speiser, explained 

•go the Committee 1 why Mass claimed the protection of the Fifth 7imendment# _ 

The dismissed teacher offered to answer questions concerning party membership 
for the Board of Education, but this possibility was voted down by the Board and 
Mass was served with a dismissal notice 0 The ACLU took the matter to the Superior 
./ourt, where its plea to throw out the matter was turned down* The case is expected 
■bo provide a test of the constitutionality of the Dilworth Act* Another test is 
under way in Southern California in the Clinton St, John case, which is being 
axded by the Southern California ACLU* 

The other "unfriendly" witnesses, like Mass, took refuge under the Fifth Amend- 
« c lx, B f :Poi>e the hearings, the Northern California ACLU had filed a suit in the- 
UnilCd States District Court in San Francisco seeking to determine whether sub- * ^ * 
pc*>r.-\a xssued to people it represented and others were valid* Federal Judge Louis 
hodman dismissed the suit on the grounds that the Judiciary branch of the govern-. 
nt*nt had no jurisdiction over a Congressional committee „ The ACLU claimed that 
aiany of the subpoenas were improperly prepared. 
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. ACLU ASKS, FC^ TO EVALUA^S RAPICMTfc MOADCAS^Og STANDARDS, 

The ACLU has suggested to the; Federal Coifcmuni cations Commission a study and 
evaluation of radip-TV station programming in conjunction with the FCC's new policy 
I of issuing licenses to broadcasters for three years instead of dhe year* 

Thomas R> Carskadon^ vi co-chairman 6f the AcLU Radio Committee^ wrote FCC chair- 
man Rasel H; Hyde-" and other FCC commissioners i 

"We believe that the extraordinary expansion of television, ,* would justify the 
undertaking by the Commission of a study and evaluation of standards of station 
programming* In submitting this recommendation, we in no wise wish to imply that 
we have prejudged the matter* . -Such a survey would not only provide the public with 
information about station performance as matched against the programming promised 
on each application, but would also. clarify Commission criteria as to what consti- 
tutes ' r public interest, convenience arid necessity T broadcasting operations in this 
field* The public, we believe, is entitled to this knowledge in the light of the 
recognized importance of television in American life*" 

ACLU received a reply from FCC Commissioner Robert T 9 Bartley which, while 
acknowledging ACLU*s suggestion for a survey, enclosed a* recent address by Mr* 
Bartley to the Georgia Association of Broadcasters which, he said, "may give you 
an indication of the way -my mind is running (on this subject)*" The speech, 
entitled "American Broadcasting - Its Structure and Its Purpose," contained the 
following remarks : 

"I sense that there is an increasing attention to, and unwarranted - perhaps 
undesirable - emphasis upon the business and money-making aspects of broadcasting 
by people interested in entering the field • . *However, the new ! bloodt and resources 
which are being poured into the life-rstream of broadcasting must realize that they 
are obligating themselves primarily to render service to the public; and, that a 
license is not being granted to them for the sole purpose of financial gain* * .Let 
me make a switch on a remark which was in the news about a year ago - it is my 
belief that 'what is good for his community, is good for tho broadcaster 1 * 

"Since radio and television provide such a valuable forum* for the expression of 
responsible views on public issues of a controversial nature, the broadcaster 
should seek out and develop with accountable individuals, groups and organizations, 
programs relating to controversial public issues of import to his fellow citizens % 
he should give fair representation to opposing sides of issues which materially 
affect the life or welfare of a substantial segment of the public * In providing 
time for this purpose, ho should be guided by certain principles; for example, he 
should consider requests by individuals, groups or organizations for time to dis- 
cuss their views on controversial public issues on the basis of their individual^ 
merits and in the light of the contribution which 'the use would make to the public 
interest and to a well-balanced program structure, 

"The freedom of broadcasting can be guaranteed,- not only by the licensee's 
observing the obligations designed by Congress to maintain' free radio, but likewise 
by action by the Federal Communications Commission supported by the industry and 
the public - in assuring that only those will, be licensed in the field who have an 
awareness of the public responsibilities attending operation of a broadcasting 
station, and who have been found qualified*" 

ST* LOUIS POST OFFICE BAN ON EZRA POUND'S BOOK RESCINDED 

After initially refusing to allow certain books of poet JEzra^ Pound into the^ ^ 

iJnii^ed^-ta^-es^ TmdTSr tire terms oT t;He "F5reXgn AgentTs KcgisTSrat-Xon* jfTct, ~tne "Post 
Office Department rescinded its action* 

Mr* Melvin M. McCosh, proprietor of a bookstore in Minneapolis, received the 
ACLU J s aid in the case after the St« Louis Post Office acted against the books* 

The titles of the disputed books were: The ABC of the Economic Nature of the 
U*S*A # ; Gold, and Work ; What is Money For? ; A Visiting Card ; Social Credit ; and 
America » Roosevelt and the Causes of the Present War *. . 

In a letter to Mr*, Abe McGregor, Post Office Solicitor in Washington, tho ACLU 
said: 

"The presumed basis for such action ' (refusal to deliver the books), is that the 
jtiterature may fall within that section of the law declaring non-mailable propa- 
ganda and literature from abroad not sent to a registered foreign agent* It is 
■ omewhat difficult to see how this particular literature comes within the pjyDv±&Lons 
of the Act," ACLU urged a prompt inquiry and release of tho literature* 
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27ie Attorney General in a memorandum to the Direct 
dated March 18., 1954*, stated: ^ 

"Governor George Graig of Indiana would appreciate 
it very fmuch if y;ou could give him a call to advise him 
of anything me~ know off icially apvut the recent activity 
of the American Civil Liberties tfnidn* He is faced ^with 
the question in Indiana as to whether this organisation 
should be allowed to hold meetings- in state-downed r 
bu tidings • " . — * : 

The Bureau has never conducted dry active investigation 
I of the American Givil Liberties Union, and* no current information 
concerning the organisation is officially known* 0Q^^O6^j^ > 

Mr* Lee Pennington, Director of the Americanism 
Commission of the American Legion,, has conf identially advised 
that the situation between the American \Leg ion „ and the American 
Civil Liberties Union in Indiana" is "worse than ever.* 1 He 
stated that the ACLU has" scheduled meetings in Indiana for 
March 25 and' Mar qh 26 and that the Indiana, Department of the 
Legion i$ :U go* ing mild n about it. We stated confidentially thai 
he believes 1 the' Le;gion in Indiana is n off base n in this matter.' 

The December 1, 1953/ issue of "The Firing Line," a ^ 
bi-wee:kly publication of the, National Americanism Commission of 
the American- Legion, stated that national, attention had' been 
focused on the battle between the American 'Civil Liberties Union 
and -the Indiana Department of the American Legion*. The fight 
originally centered around the: use of the Indian® War Memori 
by the ACLU u on the grounds that' an institution dedicated to 
men who gaye. their lives in defense ; of their country -should h 
be used by> an organization which wa%s originally set up to aid 
draft >dotdgers and which has .consistently through the years given 
aid and comfort to those who would destroy our government 
(.94-1 7998-1 042) . r ^ ; 

* * • • 

' ^Ac&ording to. a memorandum from Mr * Pennington to 

Mr. Ladd dated September 8., 1953, 'Mr. Pennington had' dismissed 
the matter of c4ui%~ri§h$sw Indiana. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols 



March 22, 1954 




Mr. Pennington also stated, "George Craig, both as Department 
Commander and National Commander of the Legion, has been very 
cooperative with the Bureau. ... " 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached teletype be forwarded to the 
ndianapolis Office. 
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' siiou&q re Allowed to bold ^Meetings In state-owned buildings, " • 
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GOVERNOR GEORGE N. CRAIG, COOPERATION. REBUTEL MARCH TWENTYTWO 
0 

CONCERNING AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. SAC CONTACTED GOVERNOR 
CRAIG PER INSTRUCTIONS THIS A, M. GOVERNOR EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 

\ 

AND STATED THAT ACLU WAS ATTEMPTING TO USE ONE OF BUILDINGS AT 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY AS MEETING PLACE BUT REQU EST WApTCN WTTHnMp, 
BLAYLOCK 

/ A , „ 
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and submit to such (juestioning as the board considered proper. 
St John refused to answer the questions. Such procedure, he 
said, "would victimize members of the teaching profession should 
t:ei' ^oliti:al vle^s ciffsr ote:s,'' He v,b ircni 
bis teaching post 

Ihelierican tii liberties lion has isnged this dismissal 
in tie talifornia courts, Our interest in the case stems neither 
from sympathy for this teacher, nor from antagonism toward his 
college board, nor from a tender concern for Communists or their 
sympathizers, 




I If denies to pic scloo! leaders tie rijlts of full ft 
2ensWp guaranteed 61/ tke Bill 0/ Rigftfe; 

• it nullifies tie protection of leader f we introduc- 
ing a rejuiremenl for emplopenf fofallj unrelated to 
teaching competence and integrity; 



I it mate leaders tie targets of pal political; social 
or educational interests; 

• it stifles all constructive ef ort to improve leaders' sal- 
aries and working conditions, to relieve overcrowded 
sclools, to solve fie growing leader slorfage, to attract 
png and competent people to tie education field, 



ACLU is confident that the Dilworth Act will fall when tested in 
the courts, !o much depends on the outcome of lis case that we 
will carry it to lie Supreme Court, 




lour contribution will be an example to ire generations that 
courage, integrity ani dignity are rtes lUthentyit 
not do without. For the freedom we seel for our teachers is the 
freedom we seel for all people, 
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Mrs-. Ma$mApr$itage' 
12708 WoWs^&iue. 
fforwalfr, Oa.l if amia 



peapi Mrs.Afftiia'ge* . • ' 

TotiP letted of Harch 25, wiM enclosure, 

iha.8 bee% re.oeirj.ed, and. the interest iphich vr'oiipied your ' 
writing me is appreciated,. .', . A . ' " - ■ " : 

' . ; Although S-wotiXd: Jike .to b&\ of service, I yoisti'',- '•- ? 

WU* -tWfcllhjtomkWM in FjBi fiM is- confidential 
and available foP official nse- only; " \lwduid like to ' " 
point, out also Mat F8Z striciijiy factfinding* ?\ •■' 
ag^nc# >if;i& not mthin tm lik'Ms] of its, presented * " 

,fmct€on,s° t.Q draw Q&ncZusiens or mm Evaluations aV to. 
the chataqfyer tip. Integrity -of any o ma\iri%atS6n'\6r~.ihdi-' 
Uidw%*. ; ; "■ • ■. -, '.*, ;■ • f ; •" ; : - ■ 

th'0&e vule:s and t&ilii 'foote i-njper e'ithk^^^haii -we : $.6.- ov , ' • 
Mat. we &p. not have, the %^fofnaM6nfyMreq^e;a^edf • - , 

' * .'" • • . •- "■ . : • '. . ' . ,. . f ' ' . " - ■ . ■ " 
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In arguing against tho contempt citation, the ACLU said: > 

"The naked Question in this case is whether tho government can investigate any 
author of any book* Wo say that this broad question is involved for the reason 
that every book published in tho United States occupies a place in the Library or 
Congress; almost every newspaper is purchased by one or another government agency, 
411 these- are used by government personnel at some time or other for some purpose* 
Therefore, if inquiries into associations of those ivho write books is possible m 
nr. Lamont f s case^ it is possible in the case of every author, of tho editor of 
every newspaper* 

,|r Pne obvious impact upon freedom of speech is clear* Being subpoenaed before 
a Congressional committee is. hardly the most pleasant experience.* Those who have 
or ever had had any associations which might be suspect or which they consider ^ - 
might later< be suspect, those who take any unpopular or radical approach m their 
books would 'inevitably be compelled to go- 'cautiously, * * * to- refrain from asso- 
ciations, . o o and not to speak freely upon the most vital subject matters of the 
day. They would hot, if Mr« Lamont were to be convicted, dare to make an unpopular 
association, . * * or to take unpopular views on the most momentous issues of our 
day* To subject the writer of every T?ook to the risk of subpoena, if he be suspect 
in the eyes of a Congressional committee, is to put the price of freedom of expres- 
sion too high*' 1 

The ACLU also said the charter of the McCarthy committee, to investigate the 
" economy and efficiency" of government operations "did not authorize it to under- 
take an investigation into the authors of books purchased by the government ," 
The subcommittee's inquiry was based on the fact that books or part of books 
written by Mr. Lamont were purchased by the government and used by the Army* 

"Whether the Communist Party or Communists aided or instructed the author in 
writing the book is obviously not relevant to the efficiency of the Army in using 
the books . The efficiency of the Army in using a book must doubtless be based upon 
the content of the book itself* A book must be, judged by its contents, at least 
where the question is the efficiency of the Army in using the book for indoctrina- 
tion * • , " 

TT^P^TT__T^^TORAnT/>L CUSTODY CASE STUDIED l/ASHItl&T Q:' STATE SUPREME COURT 

In what may be a unique and possibly precedent-setting interracial custody case, 
the Washington State Supreme Court has listened to extended arguments by Washington 
ACLU lawyers who seek a reversal of a lower court's decision that an interracial 
marriage jprejudiced the best interest of children* 

A divorce court awarded Mrs * Shirley Mae Lesser, white, the custody of her 
infant children after her divorce from Alvin Edward Lesser* Subsequently, Mrs'* 
Lesser remarried a Negro, and I'(r* Lesser asked the court to change the custody 
award to him because "the new home environment was detrimental to the children's 
best interest," The lower court examined the new home situation and could find no 
evidence of conditions harmful to the children's welfare. However,- it did award 
the father custody' on' the grounds that the interracial marriage did, in fact, 
prejudice the children'ts best .interest-© 

Mrs, Lesser, in a legal brief prepared with the aid of the Washington ACLU, * 
appealed the lower court's decision, stressing the following points: 

1* The State's right to determine what is best for the child (the doctrine of 
"parens patriae") is not completely unrestricted and is subordinate to the consti- 
iyutiorLalr "Tighte .and px-ivileges- -of -citizens ~*~ - - 

2* The Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution guarantees the right 
of a person to marry with whomever he may please, subject only to restrictions 
not bearing on this case, * 

3, *3?he decision of the trial court "imposes a drastic and severe punishment on 
the mother, not warranted by law * • *r The effect, in reality, is a positive 
restriction on th@ inherent "right to marry guaranteed by the Constitution, JI 

kp "A manifest abuse, o.f discretion by the trial court occurred when it based 
its decision on tconsiderations pertaining to the color of the skin of the step- 
father," 

5* J T o evidence was presented to the lower^ court which would prove that the 
mother's remarriage (would* do sociological, psychological or .economic damage to the 
TrJ-elf are of the ^'children, - , 
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PUBL IC AFFA IRS F^jPHLET BY SEN ATOR HUMPHREY ASSAILS PRESENT IMMIGRAT ION POLICY 

In "The Stranger At Our Gate", a 2S-page pamphlet recently published by the Pub^ 
lie Affairs Committee, .Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, Jr., strongly criticizes the Mc— 
Carran-Walter Immigration Law and outlines revisions he feels, would "bring our 
immigration practices into accord with our democratic aspirations* 

"Freedom of movement," points out- Senator Humphrey;, "both in emigration and immi- 
gration, has long been acknowledged as among the most fundamental of human freedoms? 
it has been the hallmark of totalitarianism that it seeks rigidly to limit the free 
movement of -people,"' 

Senator Humphrey's pamphlet lists five "myths" which account for some of the un- 
democratic U* So immigration policies and effectively proves those "myths" to be 
without substance in fact* These "myths" are*. (l) rigid laws are needed to pre- 
vent the country from being flooded with immigrants 5 (2> immigration threatens 
American living standards; (3) certain races or nationamtds-<ss are undesirable; 
(4) immigrants do not make good citizens % <5) there isn't room for any more people 
here, 

CONN, SUPREME COURT B*CKS UP CIVIL RIGHTS COfrfr -XS S I ON 1 3 ANTI— DI3 CRIMINATION ORDER 

The first decision of a high state co^ur/t upholding a regulatory order issued 
under provisions o'f a state fair employment practices act was handed down by the 
Connecticut Supreme Court of Errors recently. The ruling was also unique in that 
it involved a ca§e of discrimination by a labor 'union rather than a management 
concern « 

The action grew out of the attempts of Mansfield T. Tilloy, a Negro, to gain 
membership in Local 35, International Brotherhood of Electrical- Workers (AFL) 
in order that he might secure employment as an electrician's apprentice* Tilley, 
who was a graduate of a Hartford Public High School and top man in his class in 
the Navy where he studied tor become an electrician,* was told by the business mana- 
ger of Local 35 that his application "was almost hopeless" because of the large 
number of applicants ♦ 

Upon rec3ipt of Tilley ! s complaint ^ the Connecticut Commission on Civil Rights 
conducted a hearing at which the Commission introduced evidence resulting from 
field investigation of the co.se. The evidence .showed that the IBEW business agent 
had emphasized to the Commission * s investigator that it was desirable to limit ^ 
members to insure steady employment^ He showed the investigator a list of admis- 
sions for the four years preceding but explained that the authority for accepting 
members rested with the total membership. The business agent had remarked that 
application dates were not significant because nearly all new members wore relatives 
of members. There were no Negro members and ho stated that the carpenter T s union 
found WogToos "irritating and no-t- good mechanics," and that it was his desire to i 
maintain strict standards. 

A Superior Court overruled the Commission's order, resulting from the hearing, 
that Mr. Tilley be admitted into the union. The Commission appealed this decision 
to the Supreme Court of Errors which upheld the original finding of the Commission, 
i^e,^ "that Tilley was excluded from membership in t&e* union because of his race 
and therefore the union' was in violation of the CohiiocCiciit- Fair Employment 
P^actioos^-uit^.U — -_ ~ . _ - ^ - . _ ^ ". 

BOOK NOTE 



But We Were Born Free, by Elmer Davis, published by Bobbs -Morrill, Now York City, 

229 pp., $2,75,* * 

An excellent analysis by the veteran news analyst of the forces threatening our 
freedom, with emphasis on the abuses of congressional investigations* Mr, Davis 1 
eloquent plea for Americans to resist encroachments on freedom is summed up in the 
book's concluding sentence: "This Republic was not established by cowards, and 
cowards will not preserve it. 1 ! 
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* ACLU BOARD CALLS AME R ICAN .COMMUNIST KOVEtiEMT PART OF INTE RNATIONAL C0NS& 



Alan ReSftm an, ^c&llc 

March 21* 
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" RlAFFIR^lS de fense of civil liberties for all 

The Board of Dilreabors "of the American Civil la^erExes Union,; %n _a pc 
staiSjent^SbLas^ week called the Communist movement in the United States] 
»in£ernatdj5hal conspiracy 11 whose aim is "to seize power —political, soca 

oco«S5iic iSnerever it can* 11 The Board also reasserted its determination 

=&he givd,li liberties of "any person, however unpopular that person' or his 
Lt>e, ^and affeg&rdless of any political party, organization, denomination, - 
^n*ationai-±?t^ to which that person may belong » 11 

TJae sta^ment followed a statement the Board had adopted on February 15 a% the 
conoMsionnpf the firs.t. Biennial Conference of the ACLU Corporation, held 
February 12-15, and attended by representatives of ACLU's IS local affiliates,; and 
its National Committee $kd Board. That statement assailed current attacks on 
civil liberties, such a£ "guilt by association and judgment by accusation," and- 
reaffirmed the ACLtP-s ntiuLicy of not having on its national and local Board, commit- 
tees, and staff any pers.on "who accepts the discipline of any political party or 
organization which is under the control or direction of any totalitarian govern- 
ment, whether Communist or Fascist * * * " V 

The full text of the Board statement released last week follows : 

"Qn, F^br.uarv X95& -the. Board* pf th£ AGLU' unanimousGLy; adopted "a- statement*, 

asserting^ its intention 'to defend the civil liberties of any person, however 
unpopular that person or his views may be, and regardless of any political party, 
organization, denomination, race, or nationality to which that person may belong* f 
At the same time, the ACLU reasserted its policy to have rip Board or committee or 
staff member, national or local, *whodoes not believe in civil liberties or who^ 
accepts the discipline and control of any political party or organization which is 
under the control or direction of any totalitarian government, whether Communist^ 
or Fascist, which itself does not believe in civil liberties or, in practice, ^ 
Crushes civil liberties * f 

"The Board recognises the dual nature of the operations of the Communist move- 
ment in the United States at the present time. While that movement seeks to give 
the appearance of being primarily a political instrument of agitation ^ and propa- 
ganda,'^ is actually an international conspiracy to j SB±ze ^^^^P^-^^^J pi // 
social, economic—wherever it can, lNSgXB^<^ ^T^^^DED^ J 

"At the meeting of February 15 the Board directed the a^o&^&r^e&tlS^ ^ special 
committee to study and report its recommendations regarding policies of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. Now, -until such committee»3?epcort is assaj-lable^, 
and for the information of the public- as well as for the continuing guidance, of 

3^3~-^--t-a tho-Boa-pd^ -2»e-i4>©a*ates-~i-ts — oorisid^-c*ed~opinion^hat~t^ — - — 

the American Communist movement are well established Q The American Communist move- 
ment, in sharp, contradistinction to other American political parties, is subject 
to the- dominance' of the rulers of a foreign nation*. In theory it rejects all the 
concepts of civil liberty which the ACLU exists -to def end and in practice it 
crushes * every Assertion of individual dignity and f reedom which may conflict with 
the party' 3 commands* * In thus reasserting its^ ^ons^id^rgg ^ttjdgment on Communism, 
the Board of tiie^ ACLU is; following its estaWfi&hed ^practice in assessing responsi- 
bly the character of organisations like the Ku Klux Klan and the pro-Nazi Bund©. ^ 

"Like all patriotic pitizens^ tll^q^d^ of Directors of the ACLU expects the ' 
government diligently to ^seek^ out and punish law-breakers , especially those 
guilty of treasonable Jicts aga|naTOUr^dunt^y; and to provide for the integrity 1 of 
federal employment* ^tf^er^old * it to b'e' an .ominous violation of our own heritage, 
and principles to condemn or pu^£s^^Qlitically> iSocially, or-Bconomically, any 
-person, Communist or other, ;ftqLthout due< pr£>ce$s; of law ai|d procedure.^ The ACLU*s 
a rd^jtois e-j Jiass .ev'e'rjwhere. and always been, not Of 'prganizat£dr?si or id'eoiogies 1 , but- of 
AltReQjiyi^Qrights to which all persons i!Ur^e v r^he jurisdiction -of the Government of 
the tTnited- States are; .entitled by the 'Cons^5.'tu*tibh*J r ^ _ , 
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ACLU ANSWERS ATTACK BY SENATOR MCCARTHY 




The. Union immediately answered the Senator T s quotation of a 1931 House Commit- 
tee report that had 'declared the ACLU was closely affiliated with the Communist 
movement in the U*S* by stating the report has been "categorically denied" for 
23 years and that since Senator McCarthy has the "fullest information about the 
-Union's history and work, which is solely the non-partisan defense of American 
civil liberties," including defense of Senator McCarthy's, civil liberties on two. 

I occasions, "we are sure that he knows this- belatedly disinterred charge O o. is utter- 
ly false." The ACLU said it would "continue to, correct Senator McCarthy when he 
repeats false charges against the ACLU, But, much more important,, we shall con- 
tinue to oppose every violation he makes on American civil liberties ♦ 11 

Senator McCarthy's reference to the old Fish Committee report grew out of his 
controversy with CBS radio-TV news analyst Edward R„ Murrow, who had attacked the 
Seantor's record in a telecast which received nation-wide attention.. The program 
dealt, in part, with the accuracy of a statement by Senator McCarthy during his 
questioning of Reed Harris, Deputy Administrator of the International Information 
Administration, last year that the ACLU had been listed as a Communist-front group, 
I Murrow explained that the ACLU is not cited on the Attorney General's subversive 
list, by the FBI. or any other Government agency * The ACLU said Murrow^s 
statement was correct, and pointed out that "the old California Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, under state senator Jack Tenney, had cited the Union as a Communist- 
front, a citation which the Union termed "totally false and despicable*" 

The ACLU urged that a Senate committee other than Senator McCarthy's Permanent 
\ Subcommittee on Investigations be named to investigate the Department of the 
I Army's report charging that the Senator and his staff counsel, Roy J» Cohn, used 
pressure to obtain preferential treatment for Private G e David Schine, a former 
committee consultant, and the Senator's 4enial and reply that the Army's report 
was "blackmail," to force the subcommittee to give up its probe of alleged Commu- 
nist influence in the Army. The ACLtJ made clear that while the facts of the dis- 
pute should be probed by a separate committee, the final decision Mas to the com- 
petency of the staff members in question," should be made by the McCarthy subcom- 
mittee', dbn* ^reccgnition" of -the principle= that a S enate- committee has the- right to- 
determine its own personnel policies,. 

In answering Senator McCarthy's reference to the ACLU in the 1931 House Commit- 
tee report, ACLU executive director Patrick Murphy Malih said: "We presume the 
Sonator was referring to the old Fish Committee charge, made 23 long years ago, 
which we have categorically denied ever since* The activities of that Committee 

ihave been condemned by such eminent American newspapers as the New York Times , the 
Baltimore Evening 5un > the New York Hera3.d Tribune , the Pittsburgh Press , and the 
Indianapolis Times » 

"Senator McCarthy has the fullest information about the Union's history and 
work, which is solely the non-partisan defense of American civil liberties. This 
non-partisanship extends to Senator McCarthy himself. Oh 0ctober_24* 1952, the 
ACLU defended his right to make a political speech over Station KjlMG— TV in Seattle, 
Washington and on September IS, 1951 urged; that he be allowed to cross-examine 
witnesses in a Seriate hearing called to study his fitness to hold Senatorial 
office. So, we are sure that he knows his belatedly disinterred charge of the old 
Fish Committee is utterly false. But, to make assurance doubly sure, we want to 
remind him that Congressman Martin Dies, in 1939 , when he was chairman of the 
1 House Un-American Activities Committee, cleared it up by stating flatly 'This Com~ 
- Tnit1re^^ourid^las v t : -year in its report Inhere was not any evidence that the ACLU was 
a Communist organization. t 

"We shall continue to correct Senator McCarthy when he repeats, false charges 
against the ACLU. But, more important, we shall continue to oppose every violation 
he makes on American civil liberties* In doing so, we are happy to remember the 
words of President Eisenhower concerning the ACLU and nine other leading civil 
liberties— civil rights agencies on March 16,. 1953 at a dinner in their honor: 
*I am sure the people of the U.S.. .join in honoring the work of the distinguished 
private agencies which are doing so much to guard civi& rights and. advance human 
rights in our nation. Their achievement in the recent decades have helped to 
translate into reality our religious and democratic ideals* 1 " 

The ACLU's comment on the original tiff between Senator McCarthy and Murrow over 
the accuracy of the statement in the Harris hearing that the ACLU had been listed 
as a Communist— front was: "As Mr. Murrow stated, the ACLU is not cited on the. 
Attorney General's subversive list, by the T^I, or any other Government agency « 
It was csited by the California Un-American Activities Committee in 1943 > 194& and 
1949 as a Co^omanist— front organization, a charge which the Union regards as totally 
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frilse and despicable in light of the "ACLU r s 34-year record of non-partisan- defense 
of American civil liberties, which have- been lauded by such eminent Americans as 
President Eisenhower, former President Truman and General Douglas MacArthur." 

The ACLU spokesman pointed out that when these facts were brought to Senator 
McCarthy* s attention after the Harris hearing , a footnote correction was published 
on January 24, 1954 in the official hearing record, saying the, ACLU has not been 
cited by the Attorney General or the House Un-American Activities Committee, but 
was cited by the California Tenney Committee* 



IMalin vigorously attacked the Tenney Committee citation, showing how unfair its 
procedures were and in what disrepute the Committee was held* 

"1 4 Both" in 1943 and 1948, when the Tenney Committee reported that the Union was 
a Communist-front organization, our Northern and Southern California branches 
made repeated requests for a hearing to deny the charges and present contrary 
evidence , These requests* were denied* Under our American system, a hearing- to 
present information is fundamental to a proper evaluation of 'any charge. It is 
only through hearings tha-t the full truth can be established* 

"2, Our Northern California Branch, in 1948, challenged Senator Tenney to repeat 
his statement, off the floor of the state senate, where he was protected by 
immunity, so that the Union could institute a libel suit against him. This 
challenge was not accepted by Senator Tenney. 

"3* Each of the bills suggested by the Tenney Committee were never adopted by 
the state legislature, mainly because of opposition to Senator Tenney 1 s outra- 
geous attacks on individuals and organizations; because of his rejection by the 
public, he was forced to resign as chairman of the Committee * 

"4* In informed circles, £he findings of the Tenney Committee are regarded as 
"almost worthless because §>£ tfche failure to grant hearings and because of the 
loose and dragnet nature of tbhe listings. The Committee's disregard for fair 
procedure was so outrageous that -it was. severely reprimanded by such leading 
California news papers aB ' fflhe San "Francisco Chronicle , The San Francisco Hews- , 
and The Los Angeles News , 

"5, The most convincing evidence *of the inaccuracy of the Tenney Committee cita~ 
tions of the Union comes from the House Un-American Activities Committee » In 
its Karen 3, 1951* "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications," in 
which, in a preface, it states that the Venney Committee is one of the sources 
on which it based its report, the House Committee does not include the Tenney 
Committee* s reference to the Union. Evidently, the House Committee agreed with 
the California press and public that the Tenney Committee reference was not true* 

"6, The Tenney Committee did not consult Congressman Martin Dies, who, on Octo- 
ber 23, 1953, when he was chairman of the House Un-American Activities Committee, 
cleared the ACLU of any Communist sympathies, stating, *'This Committee found, 
there was not any evidence that the ACLU was a Communist organization* 1 '" 

Malin concluded his statement by referring to the February 15 statement adopted 
by the ACLU Board of Directors reaffirming its stand against "guilt by association, 
judgment by accusation,, invasion of the privacy of personal opinions and beliefs 
and the confusion of dissent with disloyalty, all of which are characteristic of 
the totalitarian 1 tyrannies we abhor," and its continued defense of the "essentials 
of academic freedom, fair hearings, and due process, whatever be the issues of the 
hou^, temper of the times, alarms of arises and the pressures of groups*" 

Tri tlie^e^a^^^cd^ the ACLU said it was not expressing judg- 

ment as to the accuracy of the Army's report or the denials made to the allegations, 
since that is not within its scope. It focused on the procedure by which the con- 
flicting reports could be investigated, "The Senate, in its investigative capacity, 
often times acts with quasi- judicial status. In paying respect to that status, we 
would urge that a Senate Committee other than the Permanent Subcommittee on Investi- 
gations be selected to conduct the investigation of the conflicting reports, in 
order to avoid any suggestion of a .prejudicial tribunal. The suggestion of preju- 
dice would be unavoidable in view of possible self interest that the Permanent Sub- 
committee staff might have in the outcome of this matter, 

"Once the investigation is completed by another committee, then the Permanent Sub- 
committee should, on the basis of these independent findings, determine the compe- 
tency of its staff employees in question. This procedure would recognize the juris- 
diction of a Senate committee to determine its personnel policies," 

After a long committee session, the Subcommittee voted to conduct its own inquiry, 
with- Sen* Karl Mundt replacing Sen, McCarthy as chairman, temporarily, and to^hire 
a new staff to prepare the "investigation. This move was criticized by Sen. E'stes 
Kefauver, who said that since the question of Army morale was at stake, the probe 
should be handled by the Senate Armed Services Committee* 
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Full and fair procedures Tor <!ie&llng #itjt academic freedom cases in schools, 



m - 



colleges and universities are set forth in & pamphletj^Acadejnic. Due process," 



published today (April 12) by the American ^Civil Xiberties Union* 

Pointing out that the teacher, institution and community* are Involved in such 
oases, the "booklet declares: 

^All 'of these interests are* '"best' guarded "by the application of~a cXear> 5rderigr 
and fair procedure to the adjudication of "a case» # *The principle embodied in the 
legal concept of confrontation should govern academic due process* The teacher 
should be informed of all the charges and. all the evidence against himj he should 
have full opportunity to deny, to refute, and to- rebut *" 

It adds that "the best academic due process is possible only when the institu~ 
tion and the teacher both believe that justice must be based upon order Good 
procedure in academic freedom cases has the same excellent power that legal due 
process has in the courts ~- it substitutes the rule of law for the rule of men," 
The pamphlet, prepared by ACLU*s Academic Freedom Committee, suggests that 
informal conciliation be attempted first, with the teacher and administrative 
authorities seeking to settle the problem through exchange of views and facts* 
The pamphlet especially stresses that throughout the whole case all parties should 
refrain from intemperate publicising© 

lt B30&osition of the "teacher *s point of view may persuade an administration Hot 
to review his competence and integrity," the pamphlet says* "Exposition of the 
administration's point of view may persuade a teacher to recognize his duty to 
cooperate with his institution, and to indicate -how he may do so without sacrifice 



of principle*" 



Where hearings are necessary, the pamphlet recommends, the > teacher sUp^Sh be 



* -informed of the charges against him and have an opportunity t o_ be a dvised by ^ 
v - 711,1 ♦^■■■iritft 

NiOA&asel, and an academic colleague*. 

Summary suspension or dismissal of a teacher holding tenure should be ordered 
"*oniy when serious violation of law or immoral conduct is admitted, or proved 
before* a -competent court," according to the pamphlet 0 "All other charges should 
f±rsi> be haarcUixx f orrnaXvhaaring 
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in the abs*sn<*3 of 1 a defect in academic duo process, it adds, conclusions of the 



board in all matters relating to the teacher * & competence and integrity* A teacher 
should have the right of appeal in event of a finding unf avorable to him* 

- In cases of non-tenure teachers, when improper consideration is given to non- 
academic matters~~such as race, religious or political beliefs and associations — 
such instructors should receive similar protections of academic due process, the 
pamphlet recommends* 

Noting the absence generally of* safeguards to protect the freedom of inquiry 
and expression of students, the ACLU booklet also suggests; 

"It is most desirable that each educational institution should have in its 
governing regulations a comprehensive and exact set of rules establishing academic 
due process in student cases » Where such rules do not exist, an appropriate com- 
mittee (with effective student representation) should be appointed for their 
formulation*" 

Issuance of the pamphlet, the ACLU declared, is especially timely in view of 
the pressures on education growing out of congressional investigations of education 
and loaal attacks on schools and colleges. No similar formulation of academic 
due process appears to have been published by any national group* The pamphlet, 
the AGUJ added, deals only with academic due process, not the criteria for Judging 
a teacher's fitness to teach. 



hearing coinmitt®© should be considered as final by the administration and governing 
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ffiLy iURGES PR ESIDE NT TO EXERT IMFLlfF^TCE ON CONGRESS: TO IgjIECK PROBE ABUSES 

Continuing its drive to correct the abuses of civil liberties by congressional 
trn^est^ga^in^c-binm^ "the 1 American Ci^'il liibertiW -Union has* -tfall-ed: on^P-pesi^ 

dent Eisenhower to exert his executive influence to persuade "Senators and Congressr 
tacn of both parties, to use t^hexr full legislative power to put a prompt and final 
end" to practices which are ^destructive of "principles and practice of limited 
government and personal rights*" Such practices, the ACLU said, were also "unpro- 
ductive - and even obstructive *- in the vital task of defending national security 
against actual subversive acts*" 

The ACLU's vievs were contained in a letter to the President commenting on the 
effects on civil liberties arising from the dispute between Senator McCarthy and 
Secretary of the Army Stevens, and urging that he use his "full executive power.,*., 
to repair the damage done and to prevent any recurrence at any time in any circum- 
stances." Senator McCarthy has charged the Army with "coddling Communists" and 
attacked Brig. Gen. Zwicker as a "disgrace to the uniform" when the general^ acting 
on orders from his superiors , t refused- to answer certain questions concerning the 
Army T s honorable discharge of a New York dentist^ Major Irving Peress^ who invokes 
the Fifth Amendment in testifying before the McCarthy committee. 





The damage, Malin wrote the President, "arises from the fact that tHt^Fe has been 
a most conspicuous departure from fair procedure. The chairman of a committee of 
one of the houses of the federal legislature has violated the elementary standards 
oH? faU'r^rSde'dure iD^bull-yirfg "a dist fS?gCC5L3¥L&3; "combat general, "whro "^as acting txhdcr: 
the orders of the head" of a vital defense department in the coordinate executive 
"L ranch of government* And, the latter>. af'^er proclaiming with the greatest possible 
publicity his determination to meet that challenge head on, has at least given the 
appearance of secret surrender. If the hearing had been held, Secretary Stevens 
would have had the opportunity to show the entire country the violation of fair 
procedure'* involved in Senator McCarthy f s treatment of Gen. Zwicker * * 

The departure from fair procedure, Malin continued, threatens "our people f s 
faith in all kinds of freedom and orderly method which — combined in our rule of- 
law — are the heart of life for America 1 s democratic government and free society* 
If fair procedure is not scrupulously observed in the highest places, not only in 
the letter but aloo in the widest and longest vision of the spirit^ then indeed 
will the people perish.. i" 

The "ACLU spokesman said that as - a non-partisan organization the Union had criti- 
cised a Democratic administration's interpretation of unlimited executive powers 
during the 1952 steel strike and "so how we protest a Republican administration^ 
interpretation of unlimited legislative powers . A Congressional committee has the 
constii/utionol right to investigate possible illegal action or other official 
dereliction, however highly placed. But, in doing so,, it must respect the civil _ 
liberties of everyone with whom it deals*""' 

Coincident with the release of the letter to the President, and to -underscore 
the civil liberties problems raised by congressional probes, Malin made public a 
letter written to Attorney General Herbert Brownell, ^r^ op. December 31,, 1953 com- 
menting on the civil liberties aspects of the widely-publicized Harry Dexter White 
. case* Publication of the letter had been held up until Ernest Angell, chairman of 
the ACLU Board of Directors, had the opportunity to discuss the* issues wit-h Brownell 
in a personal conference.. 

- llll i ll> fi f--*^*-* i<< fc»*XMS*"-> 

NOT RECORDED 

The ACLU criticized the Attorney General for violating ^th^ .principle of non-dis— * 
"closure of investigative files, except as permitted by QstMMfccJ^.our^procedures 
wh^n he. testified before the Senate, Internal Security Subcommittee on theWhite case* : 
"Khile we recognize the consideration which you believed to justify departing from, 
that rule, we hold, that the essence of i*air procedure. . .will have been destroyed^ 
if prosecutors, in support of their accusations^ may disclose spoci£i_c^-£^ 
evidence concerning, individuals elsewhere than in court or tef< Qjz^^SS^xLstA^M^Q 
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agencies f # # Itfe believe that specific FBI information concerning, individuals can, and 
at times, must be revealed improper forums - to executive agencies, before grand 
juries, in open court trials, and in loyalty and security proceedings -but such 
revelation is of an utterly different nature from revelation in a public Congres- 
sional hearing* « ^without established judicial safeguards * Disclosure of investi- 
gative information concerning particular individuals «• .precludes the possibility 
o€ adhering to the principle of cross-examination and opportunity "for refutation, " 
The Union also took issue -with the Attorney General for leveling charges of , f - 
illegality or laxity in a public address instead of using "established procedures 
for presentation of evidence, which are the core of due process^'f^j'^i^ 

The ACLU letter also criticized FBI 'Di rector J, Edg ar Hoover for departing from 
"the FBI's admirable rule against puTSl^c^cbmmejit'o'n its ' riTes 1 'and activities," 
except in cases before" grand juries, court trials, and executive and administrative 
agencies, "Also, while we understand the necessity* of an investigative agency 
making' an evaluation of its sources . that is a very different thing from giving 
advice, voluntarily or on request, "on the "continued employment of any individual 0 
Such advice ,-,,may subordinate the executive responsibility for decision making to 
the judgment of the investigative agency*" 

Former President Truman was also criticized for "contributing to the threat to 
due process" by making hasty and admitted incorrect statement on first hearing 
Brbwnell's accusations, and "by not stopping the circulation of -reports by his 
political associates that Hoover had agreed with the decision to retain "White in 
government employment, thus making it difficult for the FBI to avoid public dis- 
avowal," > 

The ACLU also expressed regret that President Eisenhower was not "fully advised 
and consulted before this matter of such extreme seriousness was re-opened, To 
preserve the spirit of due process, there must be visible, effective dedication to 
orderly justice by the head of our government in every publicized instance, " the 
ACLU said, 

STATE PRISON OFFICIAL »S BRU TALITY FEDERAL OFFENSE, U.S, APPELLATE COURT RULES 

In a ground-breaking decision, the U.S* Court of Appeals at North Carolina has 
held that the whipping of prisoners by a state penitentiary official is a violation 
of the Federal Civil Rights Act, 

The case involved a criminal prosecution of a Florida state prison official, 
L,P, Jones, who was charged with having beaten his prisoners as a disciplinary 
men3uVe,^ The case had been before the U,S 0 Supreme, which referred it back to the 
District Court on procedural grounds , The District Court held that no federal law 
was violated by the whippings and that the attempt to apply the Federal Civil Rights 
Act to an incident within a state institution violated "stated rights," The fede- 
ral government appealed the decision and the Court of Appeals reversed, holding 
that "federal laws may be violated within (state) prison walls «" 

The charges against Jones were that ho beat prisoners with his fists, feet, and 
a rubber hose because they had escaped or to coerce information "from them and that 
the use of such illegal punishment was a violation of their constitutional rights* 

ACLU Executive Director Patrick Murphy Malin congratulated the Justice Depart- 
ments Chief of the Civil Rights Section, Arthur B* Caldwell, for pressing a case 
which resulted in the first Court of Appeals ruling that the Federal civil rights 
laws protect even the worst criminals inside a state penitentiary from bz*utal 
attacks by prison officials for disciplinary reasons, 

SUPREME COURT "REFUSES REVIEW OF ESMINGTON CONVICTION, CASE CLOSED 

When the U,S, Supreme Court refused recently to review the perjury conviction of 
William Remington, the books closed on this widely-publicized case. Remington is 
now serving a three-year jail .sentence in the federal penitentiary at Lowisburg, Pa, 

/ 

Tho case came to the high court after the U.S, Court of Appeals at New York,, in 
a 2-1* vote, upheld Remington's conviction for committing perjury during his first 
trial, at which he was charged with having perjured himself by denying to a grand 
jury that he had ever been d member - of the Communist Party, Judge Learned Hand 
wrote a vigorous dissenting opinion, which expressed ACLU's view that the govern- 
ment's unlawful conduct in the first case meant that the second prosecution should 
love been thrown out of court 0 

Remington's original conviction had "bjDen reversed because of the trial judge's 
inaccurate charge to the jury on what fac£s constituted membership in the Communist 
^irty. The government did not retry that* --pas e, as it might have, but instead 
secubretl a new indictment on five charges of perjury committed at tho first trial* 
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The jury acquitted Remington on one of these counts and -was unable to agree on two 
others • However , it did convict him of having committed perjury when he denied 
that he delivered to Elizabeth Behtley, ex-Communist" spy, government information 
"to which she was not entitled, 11 and that he had any knowledge of the existence 
of the Young Communist League at Dartmouth College where he had been a student 
from 1934 to 1939. ~ * 

On his appeal to the Court of Appeals from his second conviction, Remington 
charged illegal conduct in the grand jury proceedings that led to the" first indict- . 
ment. He protested abusive questioning of his ex-wife, Ann Remington, and the 
relationship between the grand jury foreman and Miss Bentley concerning the help 
he had given her on a book she wrote describing her activities f or* v the Communist 
Party. Remington said that in view of such misconduct, the government should not 
be allowed to profit by prosecution. The Court of Appeals 1 majority opinion, 
written by Judge Augustus Hand, did not decide the question of whether there had * 
, been grand jury mis conduct > "but held -that pe-rjured statements -in a trial under a 
bad indictment could be the basis of. a later prosecution* The court said this was 
not permitting the government to profit by its own wrong, but that Remington's 
conduct was a separate crime of perjury — a new crime that he need not have commit- 
ted The court held further that Remington' had not been entrapped by the govern- 
ment, but by his own actions. "We should not overturn his conviction where, his 
guilt is clear and to do so would not serve to rigidly enforce a defendant's con- 
stitutional rights or prevent government misconduct in the future, but only to 
weaken our judicial process*" 

Judge Learned Hand dissented vigorously* He found that there had been miscon- 
duct in the grand jury proceedings, relying primarily on the questioning of 
Remington's ex-wife, who had stated that she did not want to testify against 
Remington* "While the grand jury was free" to press her cross -examination hard and 
sharp," the questioning went beyond limits, Judge Hand said* He continued that the 
former l&vs . Remington was made tired and worn, was denied the right to consult her 
lawyers and to have food, and was told that she had no privilege to refuse to 
answer the questions, although many of the questions concerned confidential commu- 
nications which she was privileged to keep to herself. Judge Hand said the govern- 
ment attorney, who was present, made no effort to correct the incorrect statement 
" by the grand jury foreman that .she had no privilege to refuse to answer the ques- 
tions-,- Judge Hand did not— consider 1 the- other alleged, irregularities- because he 
considered" the Ann Remington questioning was" sufficient for a reversal of the % \ 

conviction. 

Since the first indictment was invclid, Judge Hand said, the prosecution could 
not escape the consequences by a new indictment. He struck hard at the propriety 
of the first indictment. "Having committed himself upon the grand jury proceeding 
to a denial of his membership in the Communist Party, Remington at the trial of 
the* indictment based on that denial, could not escape repeating what he had said, 
for, if he did not 1 take the stand, it would have been the equivalent of the plea of 
guilty. Therefore, I do not see how it can be denied that the finding of the first 
indictment was as direct a provocation of the perjury for which he has been con- 
victed, as the persuasion of agents or officials of the prosecution would have been, 
had they 'incited 1 or 'instigated 1 him to perjure hims elf * . . And so the question 
comes down to whether there is any difference between the repugnance decent people 
would feel at punishing a man for perjury that the officials or their agents per- 
suaded him to commit, and the repugnance they would feel if the officials induced 
him .to perjure himself by securing an indictment 'for perjury against him by illegal 
moans., when they knew he must inevitably repeat the perjury in his defense." Judge 
Hand added that ordinary people would draw no distinction and that the conviction 
should be "reversed because of the lego-1 doctrine of "entrapment" and the reliance 
^* -on- -evi-d once -uxilavj-f uILILy-— otrb ai ned # . ~ - — - - - — — ^ _ Mi 

Tho ACLU h".d protested Remington's second indictment on the grounds of the wrong- 
ful grand jury proceedings and the harassment of Remington which amounted to a 
violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of the constitutional prohibition 
against double— jeopardy 

B00KNOTE 

-^.Q^Hosenberg Ca se: Fac t and Fiction . S. Andhil Fineberg. Oceana Publications, 

Inc., 43 West 16 Street, Mew York. 1953,* 
155 pp. and index* $2.50 

"Or, Fineberg, of the American Jewish Committee, tells how the Communists exploited 
the Rosenberg case as a propaganda weapon. "He indicates that the ACLU considered 
the case and found no civil liberties issue. 
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ACADEMIC DUE PROCESS 



A Statement of Desirable Procedures 
Applicable within Educational Institutions 
in Cases Involving Academic Freedom 

NOTE: This entire statement relates to academic due process. The 
general legal and specific contractual questions which may be involved 
in an academic freedom case are outside the scope of this discussion; 
these are questions of law which should be handled by the attorneys of 
the interested parties. Also excluded are the substantive criteria of 
academic freedom which are presented in other statements by the ACLU 
and other organizations. 

Introductory Statement 

An academic freedom CASE in an American school, college, or uni- 
versity involves the rights and responsibilities of both the institution 
and the teacher, and the stake of the community in its educational system. 
All of these interests are. best guarded and served by the application of 
a clear, orderly and fair procedure to the adjudication of a case. Good 
procedure will minimize elements of personal conflict, and thereby re- 
duce the bitterness which has so often left all parties to a controversy 
distrustful of the processes of justice and the reality of academic freedom. 
Good procedure in academic freedom cases has the same excellent power 
that legal due process has in the courts — it substitutes the rule of law 
for the rule of men. 

- Both the administration of an institution and the teacher should care- 
fully consider the manner and degree in which an academic freedom 
case is publicized. It is true that if academic due process is not being 
observed, an appeal to public opinion may represent the only possible 
path to a just judgment. On the other hand, if fair procedures are being 
followed, excessive or intemperate publicizing should be avoided. Such 
publicizing, by the administration, may create community hostility which 
will affect (powerfully though irrelevantly) the real issues of compe- 
tence and integrity. Such publicizing, by the teacher, may likewise result 
in subordination of the issues of competence and integrity; general com- 
munity hostility may develop against an institution and its staff, or the 
particular teacher concerned may find himself required to offer defense 
against a new and perilously vague charge — that of "conduct unbecom- 
ing a teacher." 

Warning must be given of an enormous range in the observance of 
due process. These pages set forth what the Academic Freedom Com- 
mittee of the ACLU deems to be the -best* practice. This practice is 
observed by institutions which recognize the fact that democracy in the 
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constitutional and political structure of the United States calls for an 
analogous democratic spirit in the American educational system. The 
best practice is not observed by those institutions which operate as re- 
treats from reality, as victims to the whims and fears of the day, or as 
the preservers of their own vested interest in mere survival. Similarly, 
teachers will vary greatly. Academic due process will be observed by a 
responsible teacher who recognizes that his personal interest is linked 
to those of his institution and his community. Due process, unfortu- 
nately, will be misunderstood or abused by irresponsible and unworthy 
teachers. The warning should be repeated: the best academic due process 
is possible only when the institution and the teacher both believe that 
justice must be based upon order* 

The principle .embodied in the legal concept of confrontation should 
govern academic due process. The teacher should be informed of all the 
charges and all the evidence against him; he should have full oppor- 
tunity to deny, to refute, and to rebut. 

Finally, it is a fundamental principle of fairness that charges against 
a person are to be made the basis of action only when proven, and that 
the burden of proof rests upon those who bring them. Through the 
centuries, the courts have applied this principle in the formulation of 
legal due process, and it should operate with equal force in academic * 
due process. The responsibility for applying this principle in the world 
of education rests primarily upon the governing board and administra- 
tion of an institution. Plenitude of power imposes the obligation to keep 
every step in an academic freedom case totally untainted by the color 
of prejudgment, 

A* Informal Conciliation 

An academic freedom case is likely to prove unfortunate for all, even 
if the best procedures are followed. The career and livelihood of the 
teacher are placed in danger. The reputation of the institution for fair 
dealing will be re-assessed by the educational world, sometimes without 
full knowledge of all the facts and issues. The community may become 
deeply divided between the camps of hypersensitive liberalism and 
truculent anti-intellectualism. 

It is therefore especially desirable that the administrative authorities 
and the teacher (accompanied by an adviser) sit down together in a con- 
ciliatory session, confronting the charges and the evidence squarely, and 
sincerely attempting a solution of their common problems, A statement 
of the facts may clarify the situation; exposition of the teacher's point 
of view may persuade an administration not to review his competence 
and integrity; exposition of the administration's point of view may per- 
suade a teacher to recognize his duty to cooperate with his institution, 
and to indicate how he may do so without sacrifice of principle. Any 
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one of these developments, or all of them together, may yield a solution 
if the participants in the discussion are moved by genuine good will. 

B. Procedure Preliminary to the Hearing 

In the period of preliminary action, the administration and the 
teacher should assist each other in preparing the ground for an orderly 
and comprehensive hearing. The following actions are generally nec-, 
essary: 

1. The administration should present to the teacher a statement meet- 
ing the demands of the principle of confrontation, and embodying: 

a. Relevant legislation, board or trustee by-laws and rulings, ad- 
ministrative rulings, faculty legislation, etc. 

b. The charges in the particular case. 

c. A summary of the evidence upon which the charges are based, 
and a first list of witnesses to be called. 

d. The procedure to be followed, including a statement of the 
nature of the hearing body. 

e. A formal invitation to attend with adviser or counsel. 

2. The teacher should select from among his colleagues a person of 
established position, wisdom, and judicial temper, who will act as his 
official academic adviser, or should select counsel to advise him on legal 
matters. He may, in his discretion, be assisted by both an academic ad- 
viser and a legal counselor. The teacher should inform the administra- 
tion of the identity of his adviser or counsel and should obtain written 
agreement to his appearance on the teacher's behalf. (In what follows 
it is understood that when reference is made to the teacher, he is deemed 
to be acting under the advice of his adviser or counsel.) 

3. The teacher should review the statement offered him by the ad- 
ministration (see "1" above); he may wish to supplement "la" (gov- 
erning rules), or to suggest modifications in "lb" (charges) and "Id" 
(procedure) ; he should indicate the evidence by which he expects to, 
refute the charges and should furnish a first list of witnesses he desires 
to call. 

4. The administration and the teacher should, as completely as pos- 
sible, at this point arrive at agreement on formulation of charges, gov- 
erning rules, and procedure (if proper procedure has not previously 
been provided for) . Such agreement y/til in no way prejudice, for either 
party, determination of the case on<its merits. On the contrary, it will 
clarify the issues and make unnecessary at the hearing, or upon appeal, 
argument as to the form of the controversy, thereby permitting full at- 
tention to be given to matters of substance.^ , , 

5. Communications, as a general rule, should be in writing, with 
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copies retained. Oral discussion should be followed by an exchange of 
memoranda indicating tfie understanding which each party has of the 
conversation. 

C. The Hearing; Tenure Teachers, Holders 
of Permanent Certificates, etc. 

Academic due process provides for summary suspension or dismissal 
of a teacher holding tenure only when serious violation of law or im- 
moral conduct is admitted, or proved before a competent court. All other 
charges should first be heard in formal hearing based upon the pre- 
liminary action outlined above in section "B " The hearing should take 
the following form: 

1* The hearing committee should be a standing or special group of 
full-time teaching colleagues, democratically chosen by and representa- 
tive of the teaching staff, and selected by pre-established rules. The ad- 
ministration should dissociate itself from those performing a judicial 
function at the hearing. 

Note: The governance of some colleges and universities provides 
only for hearing committees established by the trustees or the president. 
The great majority of school system hearings are controlled by a hier- 
archic order of authority which culminates in the superintendent or 
board of education. Immediate and persistent efforts should be made by 
all teachers to bring such practices into conformity with the desirable 
procedure stated above in section "C-l." 

2. The teacher should have the right to be present and to be accom- 
panied by his personal adviser or his counsel throughout the hearing. 

3. Both the teacher and the administration should have the right to 
present and examine witnesses and to cross-examine witnesses. 

4. The administration should make available to the teacher such au- 
thority as it may possess to require the presence of witnesses. 

5* The principle of confrontation should apply throughout the hear- 
ing. 

6. A full record should be taken at the hearing; it should be made 
available in identical form and at the same time to the hearing group, 
the administration, and the teacher. The cost should be met by the in- 
stitution. 

7. The full text of the findings and conclusions of the hearing com- 
mittee should be made available in identical form and at the same time 
to the administration and the teacher. The cost should be met by the 
institution. 

8. The hearing committee should promptly and forthrightly adjudi- 
cate the issues. 
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9- In the absence of a defect in procedure, the conclusions of the 
hearing committee should be taken as final by the administration and 
governing board in all matters relating to the teacher's competence and 
integrity. 

10. But in the event of a finding unfavorable to a teacher, there should 
exist established procedures and cfitannels for appeal, eventually leading 
to the ultimate authority responsible for the control of the institution. 

D. The Hearing; Non-Tenure Teachers, Holders 
of Temporary Certificates, etc. 

American educational practice permits great fluidity in the test- 
ing of teachers as to their permanent usefulness in a particular institu- 
tion. This experimental phase of a teacher's career is wisely characterized 
by a minimum of formal judgment; teachers come and go without 
recorded praise or blame. Furthermore, non-tenure appointments often 
fall within the marginal area of an institution's educational and financial 
program; the dropping of a teacher may have no bearing whatsoever 
upon his professional capacity. But, although non-retention does not 
necessarily raise an academic freedom issue, such an issue may be pres- 
ent in non-retention. For example, improper consideration may have 
been given to non-academic matters, such as a teacher's race, or his re- 
ligious or political beliefs and associations. Such improper consideration 
is a violation of academic freedom and the non-tenure teacher is entitled 
to all the protections of academic due process. (It is understood, of 
course, that an institution of publicly declared faith may limit employ- 
ment to teachers of that faith. Similarly, an institution of special function 
may establish particular criteria; for example, a school for young girls 
might properly hire only women.) 

Action in non-tenure academic freedom cases should take this general 
form: 

1. If the non-tenure teacher believes that improper considerations 
have unmistakably affected the decision not to retain him, he should, 
with appropriate advice, determine whether he can assemble adequate 
proof in support of his contention. 

2. The teacher should decide whether he is willing to hazard the pos- 
sible disclosure of professional weaknesses he may have displayed at an 
early point in his career. 

3. If his decisions under "l"^nd "2" are positive, he should request 
an opportunity for informal conciliation as set forth in section "A," 
above. 

4. If such informal conciliation is denied, or unsuccessful, he should 
then request a formal hearing, and submit a written waiver of the tradi- 
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tional right of non-tenure, teachers to non-disclosure of the grounds upon 
which they have been released* 

5. The administration should then grant to the teacher the entire pro- 
cedure for adjudication set forth above in sections "B" and "C " 



Academic Due Process for Students 

The generally prevalent assumption that enrollment in an edu- 
cational institution is a matter of privilege rather than a right, an as- 
sumption which has not been adequately studied or tested, places the 
American student at this time in an unhappily vague position. He knows 
he has the right to freedom of inquiry and expression possessed by all 
citizens, but he does not know the degree or manner in which this right 
may be exercised in a particular institution where his presence is a mat- 
ter of grace. Nor, if con&ict arises about his right, does he ordinarily 
encounter established rules and procedure for the consideration of his 
case. In the best institutions he will, it is true, find his situation con- 
trolled by a genuinely democratic spirit which results in effective due 
process. But in other institutions he will be subjected to an irritating 
paternalism or even to summary autocratic judgment. 

It is most desirable that each educational institution should have in 
its governing regulations a comprehensive and exact set of rules estab- 
lishing academic due process in student cases. Where such rules do not 
exist, an appropriate committee (with effective student representation) 
should be appointed for their formulation. 



A teacher in an academic freedom case will normally consult local pro- 
fessional groups, such as his school or college committee on academic 
freedom, and his local or state teachers 9 association. Inquiries about the 
principles of academic freedom or academic due process may also be 
addressed to the following national organizations: 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS 
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W* 
Washington 6, \D.C. 

NATIONAL EDUCATIQN ASSOCIATION 
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.Q 

Price of this pamphlet 100. 
Quantity prices on request. 



8 



4^ ''OuwLgi^ frUdfc^l^ : 



\ 



^?CU-U ~*^o-u_* C^tly-f sUUQ Guuu^ j 




EX-112 1 



IWAY 5 




s, ■ 



0 



-A 



•Belmbnt 
Peggie 
Glavin^- 
Harbo 
Rosen — 



Af 



X% M: been 



,. iransniizted %o p% gen&itar Xqitl- iouglas 

. . ' t *ftg*iH 'ifidn. £ coj? find tmimti on 
•■tmt. the $reii%ms £eMei*$ takiqU. tftitf^bmitt'ed 
thrmgh the American 8i&tl Mine r'tie s; Vniw hdve 
been received. It is not; of 0ourJ4* within the 
iiivestigtiti^e. jurisdiction oftM mi ' 
• steps ; to $ptuin r^&il $f this nature: sSnoS :it 
■ teas %ot .originally Mdress&d %x$ za&*. . ; . 



4. 



John $dg(tft Motfu&r 
Director* ■' 



■o 



TI 



.40 
m 
o 

< 

rn 



cri 




Tracy _ 
'Gearty - 
Mohr-U 



- Under -Separate Caver letter to Senator :Pau% JT.^o^las 

tyOTEt . data in Bufiles could b:e identifi e& with &r ^SalH nan 
Bufile, 61-190-13 re fleets ; that the American CiwI J^&aMie^ : 
Union has do^ considerable sniping at tKe Bureau M 0re* 
pa$t regarding re tapping, but wehayeMad correspondence 
with same of it£ officials ♦ Ho gar ^ If. Baldwin was its Director 
for jtiany yearsK , He was born in. 1884 at Massachusetts s 'educated 
at Harvard JQaw/Sohoal and e*#r$$ffibeg®n to defend radicals* V ' 
*&e"-was. a. 4e2/^t^.ed^g&^pft#3^ and in 1918 [pleaded guilty. / 
to violatVon^bf :^%^wS4^^p^^ ilet arid was sentenced "'to.."' 
one year. Asj^ec^Jty^ as J.^9^ie^ established contact with 
Williicm ^pS^Mmn^i^^ PJMsburgh steel strik&. In 
1949 he was <m£rik$$pf? m$ JSeWfity /Index \ 3 but mas llatefr 



emoued* \(4v~£l^& 



,Wittterrbwd_^" 
^ TelevJioofD ^ 
HoUoman 




• ML&t imz : T$et :$ hg^jA 






1 



JMp'gf 1954 




a 8tm&4 $tma&§ ' , • ••; : r > ■■ r ' • 

' " "; ••' Snq$m&& for. you* i^mt^m'H d kdpit • : 

. — ii^o m#i&m$; f§ u. vgm catttmx l- r 

* 4 m 

3P ' 



jfc Edga* Hoover, . 



o 



>4 

JCT-' 



, Tolsbn - - 
Ladd — _L^K 
Nichols >. — ... 
Belmont — _s- 

~ Glavin 

'Harbo'. : * > 
Ro^ea. f _ , 
Tracy, i — 

Trdtteh 



4 Wrpteirowd-:— " < 

Hollo man -^r-^ 
Miss Gandy -i. 



SMZt 




m 





e.0MW - FBI 
ft, 8' 
;MAii.ED.3i 





m'teir States Senate 



Washington, D. C, V 11 28 



Respectfully referred to 




Mr* J, Edgar Hoover ^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 



L . U . 



11 ™ M ^*"^*Mit nanDaont nmatesm 




O. i. GOVERNMENT MIKIIH6 OWCE 16— 45108-8 ** 
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April 19, 19.54 Illinois 



Thru: Senator Paul H. Douglas.^ Senate of the* United * * 

States, Washington, D.C. 



•Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover " 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On March t 22, 1954', the undersigned entrusted to 
the American Civil Eiherties Union,' FYC, Rog^a^d^alcW 
jnn^for delijrer^jfao^ you , two - commuh'ic ations76he ~ suSj ec t 
material of -vtiich covered a qu'asi-restraint upon the' 
right of a citizen of the United States of America \k " ' 
petition the federal government for redress of grievance. 

Apparently, these two missives have not reached you, 
for you have not acknowledged them, and 'almost a month 
has passed. since .they were; mailed "by me. 

Because of the apparent' delay in "the delivery "of" 
these two letters to you,- the undersigned respectfully 
requests that you ask the JHSpj, :Roger H. Baldwin, when 
they will he forthcoming. 

JBho Has the property "right to these letters" is" s" 
q + e |J lon that the undersigned cannot answer; your legal 

One letter is headed: Thru: American Civil Biher- 
ties Union, Roger IT. Baldwin 

Thru: Dept of Jus, led -Bur 
of Inv, J. Edgar Hoover, Wash., D.C f 

The other letter is headed: Thru Am. Civ. rib. Un. 

IECORDED-I Then * Addressee 



mBEXEO-fy*- -^S_of ' Jus , Eed 



of Inv, J. Edg 
"Washington, D. ^ 

If these letters can he considered the kroner 
ox your department please see that you "get themZ 
letter is your authority to pick them up.. " ~ y 

Very truly yours. 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 4pr2I 24, 1954 





To! son 
Ladd-^ 
#w<? Nichols 

e- — 



subject : ROGER BALDWIN 
.CARL REEVE 
Oamerican CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 1 
CONGRESSMAN E. E. -COX 



SYNOPSIS * 

Phot 
between Roger 
l Carl Reeve for 
Baldwin discus 
^Baldwin recomm 
Reeve* Bureau 
who is active 
Index, and one 
CP sympathiser 



ostat copies of log of telephone conversatio 
Baldwin, American Civil Liberties Union, and 
August 19 and 21, 1941, reflect Reeve and 
sed assistance which ACLU could furnish* 
ended an attorney, William Woolston, to assist 
files reflect one Carl Reeve in Philadelphia 
in Communist Party and included on Security 
William Jenks Woolston who is an underground 




Photostat 
1948, reflects that 



of Congressional 
Congressman E. E 




d for March 8, 
of G eorg ia fit 



addressed House regardTng d'^fWSter received from Baldwin 
urging the Congressman to vote against the $200,000 
appropriation for the Standing Committee on Un-American 
Activities. The Congressman compared Baldwin r s war record 
to that of Earl Browdev, and listed 43 front organisations 
Baldwin allegedly belonged to. Congressional Record for 
March 15, 1948, reflects Congressman Cox addressed Souse 
regarding letter he reoeived^from Baldwin concerning the 



Congressman T s previous 



RECOMMENDATION z 
None. 



comments , 

v 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ' - 

herein is« s ^as-i^ 

For informal i o^JEM^j^^^BY-^J cM [yW^ 
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r. Nichols 
FJHzjmdzerc 



4' vV 



4' 



Memorandum to Mr. Nichols' 



April 14, 1954 



DETAILS 



You submitted Photostat copies of a log of a 
telephone conversation between Roger Baldwin of American 
Liberties Union and Carl Reeve for August 19 and Sl s 
and photostat copies of the Congressional Record for 
8 and 15 y 1948, containing remarks of Congressman 
Cox, and requested that these be summarised. Bureau 

in the Communist 
has been active 



securi ty 
Mr. Tolson 




Civil 
1941, 
M&rch 

!£• Hi* 

files reflect .one Carl Reeve, who is active 
Party underground in the Philadelphia area, 
for some time* Be is presently included on 
index. These photostats and your memorandu 
dated March 26, 1954, are* attached. 

On August^V, 1941, Garijp^eve_ at Philadelphia 
talked with Ropejou^aldwin of tlie^mericah Civil Liberties 
Union, We w York ' City, at which time Reeve thanked Baldwin 
for some yavor which was not described. Baldwin inquired 
whether or not any more arrests had been^made after n we 
sent the wires. n Reeve advised that there had not been 
any more and that n Now we are entering our State candidates 
and may run into some trouble with the O f Brien Bill. n 
Baldwin advised n We are willing to 'support you and tr^y 
and get one of those cases in Supreme Court. " Reeve inquired 
if B&sLdwin could furnish any n big lawyers 11 and Baldwin 
recommended talking with Woolston (William Woolston).* 
also cautioned Reeve not to n get any Radicals mixed up 
as it might compromise us. n . 



Baldwin 
in it 



ston 



Y* 



On Augus-b 21, 1941, Attorney mil iam& Wou 
at temp ted -bo contact Mr, Reeve ayrd-~a&vised Jigjjkbv'feceived 
a letter from Roger Baldwin of the Civil Liberties Committee 
■^regarding his assisting "your party at their hearing next 
¥]week," on the sane date,, one phil D. contacted Reeve and 
r4 advised that Woolston would like a copy of the brief which 
1 "we were going to send to the Senate so that he can look it 
over and try and get better attorneys for this hearing Tuesday," 



The Congressional Record for 
1948 3 reflected that Congressman E, E, 
the House on the subject of R oger Nas 
Cox advised he had received in the moil 
Baldwin, Director of the American Civil Liberties 

' - 2 - 




House on March 8, 
x of Georgia addressed - 



Baldwin.^, Congressman 
r-fr 



om Roger 
Union, 



lettey 



f- 



* Bureau files reflect one mil^Jen^^ool^on'oT^hiladelphia 
as an underground Communist sympath^iSfr~"an'd""'ds "one of the 
attorneys who will defend the Philadelphia Smith Act subjects, 
(100-3-74-37-490) 



Memorandum to Mr. Nichols April 14 9 1954 



New York City* urging the Congressman to vote against the 
$2Q0 S 000 appropriation approved by the Committee on House 
Administration for the Standing Committee on Un-American 
Activities* The Congressman also stated he wished to call 
to the attention of the members of the House the record of 
Baldwins "particularly the fact that hej like Earl Browder, 
served a penitentiary sentence during the las.t war for 
obstructing the draft. rt The Congressman further stated 
that Baldwin had been active in Communist-front organisa- 
tions. The Congressman then named forty-three organisations 
or events which Baldwin, had been a part of or had supported. 

The Congressional Record for March 15, 1948* 
reflected that Congressman Cox again addressed the House 
and advised that he had received a letter from Mr. Baldwin 
who requested that the letter be inserted in the Record* 
Baldwin 9 s letter took exception to Congressman Cox's remarks 
on March 8 and with respect to the list of front organisa- 
tions the Congressman had mentioned* Baldwin stated u The 
list is old* running back to the 193Q f Sj and the selected 
connections^ many^ false* have no relation whatever to the 
American Civil Liberties Union. That organisation was 
cleared years ago by Chairman Dies of the Un-American Activities 
Committee of any Communist control. v 
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SUBJECT,: 




Mr* T bison 



L. B. Nichols 




NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Tolson 

date: 1954 TgsZz- 

Belmont 

Clegg ^ 



i Harbo r _ 
Rosen - 
" " r Tracy ^ 
Mohr 



Trotter 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room _ 

Holloman 

Miss Gandy- 



y I am attaching Jiereto a photostatic copy of what is obviously 

a loijag'of a. telephone conversation between Roger Baldwin and Carl Reeve for 
A^gjfet 19 and 21, 1941, 

I am also .attaching hereto a photostatic copy of the Congressional 
Record ip^ March 1948, containing arx address- by Congressman E. 12. Cox, 
of G^ejb'rgia, who* castigates Baldwin and the American Civil Liberties Union. 

; I «arri also attaching a photostatic^ popy of the Congressional 

Record for Majjch 15, ?> 1948;, containing, extension of remarks by Congressman 
JE. K. Cox. ' , * 



X return'ed the originals of, the: Congressional Records with 
three photostats attached of each, tq Lee' Pennington of "the American Legion 
who had loaned xrie them. 



LBN:a.rm 





ALL 

DATE 



13- MAY 3J9S4 






1948 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request "of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. KEEFE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan- 
imous consent that tomorrow, at the con- 
clusion' of the legislative program of the 
day and following any special orders 
heretofore entered, I may be permitted 
to address the House for 30 minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 
Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani- 
mous-consent to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend my 
remarks 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
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ROGER NASH BALDWIN 

Mr CO£. Mr. Speaker, this morning 
I received in the mail a letter from Roger 
Baldwin, director of the American Civil 
ELrties^ Union, at 170 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, in which he enclosed a 
copy of a letter to my colleague, the 
chairman of the Committee on Rules, the 
gentleman from Illinois, and urging me 
to vote against the $200,000 appropria- 
tion approved by the Committee on House 
Administration for the Standing Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr- Speaker, I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the membership of this House to 
the record of Mr. Rflger Nash Baldwin, 
particularly the fact that he, like Earl 
Browder, served a penitentiary sentence 
during the last war for obstructing the 
draft. ■ 

Mr. Baldwin has had a long .ana 
checkered career of affiliation with radi- 
cal, leftist, and Communist-front organ- 
izations. The front organizations for the 
Communist Party were described by 
Lenin as part of the solar system of or- 
ganization of Communist organizations 
abroad as agents of the Comintern, the 
political bureau of the Third Interna- 
tional, with headquarters in Moscow. 

These organizations are organized, fi- 
nanced, and directed "by agents of the 
Communist Party; but, in order to de- 
ceive the public and gullible persons, 
they ostensibly have no connection with 
the Communist Party, but it is easy to 
discern that they are arms of the Com- 
munist Party, because they invariably 
follow the Communist Party line. 

Mr. Baldwin has been associated with 
a number of these organization, which are 
listed as follows: 

Member of the executive committee of 
medical" bureau, American Friends of 
Spanish Democracy. - 

Among 60 signers of letter to President 
Roosevelt asking neutrality amendment, 
as printed in the Daily Worker, official 
organ of the Communist Party of the 
United States, for February 16, 1938, at 
page 2: 

Member of National Peoples Commit- 
tee Against Hearst. 

Member of National Committee of 
American League for Peace and De- 
mocracy. 



Member. of the American Committee 
for Struggle Against War. 

Member of National Peoples Commit- 
tee Against Hearst of the American 
League Against War and Fascism. 

Endorser of the congress called for 
refugee scholarship and peace campaign 
at American League for Peace and De- 
mocracy. , . 

Member* of national bureau of the 
American League Against War and Fas- , 
cism. Note: Earl Browder, secretary- 
general of the Communist Party of the 
United States, was vice chairman of this 
league, and Clarence Hathaway, editor 
and general manager of the Daily Work- 
er, was also a member of the national 
bureau of this league, along with Mr. 
Baldwin. 

Speaker at protest meeting under the 
auspices of the American League Against 
War and Fascism and the American Civil 
Liberties Union against so-called gag 
legislation pending -before Congress and 
forty-odd State legislatures. 

Member of arrangements committee of 
the National Organizing Committee of 
the United States Congress Against War. 

Member of advisory board of Russian 
Reconstruction Farms, Inc. 

♦Member of sponsoring committee of 
dinner sponsored by the American Stu- 
dent Union to fight for social justice. , 
Member of advisory board of the Amer- 
ican Student Union. " . 

Member of the national advisory com- 
mittee of the American Youth Congress. 

Member of advisory council of Book 
Union, Inc., established by Alexander 
Trachtenberg, member of the national 
committee of the Communist Party and 
head of the International Publishers, offi- 
cial Communist publishing house, as the 
publishing and distributing apparatus of 
the Communist Party in the United 

Signer of advertisement and appeal to 
the press, published in the Washington 
Post of March 12, 1942, demanding that 
Earl, Browder be released from the Fed- 
eral penitentiary in Atlanta, Ga., where 
he was serving a sentence for passport 
fraud. 

Sponsor of the Consumers National 
Federation, one of the transmission belts 
of the Communist Party, organized os- 
tensibly to fight the high cost of living, 
but the actual purpose was to attack 
established businesses and destroy the 
capitalistic system. 

Endorser of the national committee,. 
Friends of the Soviet Union, appearing 
in Soviet Russia Today, December 1933, 
page 17. 

Member of the reception committee for 
the Soviet fliers. • 

Officer and director of the Garland 
fund of Baltimore, Md. Young Mr. Gar- 
land gave several million dollars to the 
Communist cause, and the fund was 
legally constituted as the American Fund 
for Public Service. Elizabeth Gurley 
Flyrm, member of the central" committee 
of the Communist Party; Benjamin Git- 
low, who was ousted by the Comintern 
for refusal to obey orders from Moscow; 
and many other well-known Communists 
and radicals, served on the board of the 
Garland fund. 

Speaker at the Greater New York 
Emergency Conference on Inalienable 



Rights". This organization arose during 
the period of the Stalin-Hitler 1939 non- 
aggression pact, and it interlocked with 
many other Communist organizations^ 
which followed the line of "no comment" 
regarding Hitler during the time that he 
and Stalin were in agreement. 

Signer of a cable to the Brazilian 
Chamber of Deputies on behalf of Arthur 
Ewert, a former Communist deputy of 
the German Reichstag and also a Comin- 
tern representajive from Moscow who 
had been arrested in Brazil in 193.6— 
Daily Worker, June 12, 1936. 

Member of a committee of the Labor 
Defense Council, organized to aid the 
Communist defendants in the Michigan 
criminal syndicalist case in the early 
days of the Communist movement- in 
this country, the defendants having 
been arrested in Bridgman, Mich., in 
April 1923. 

Participant in mammoth mass meet- 
ing in Madison Square Garden, New 
York City, in October 1937— "China to- 
day! United States tomorrow!"— spon- 
sored by the American League Against 
War and Fascism and American Friends 
of the Chinese People, both organizations 
Communist-organized and dominated. 

Member of National Council of Action 
f or Tom Mooney in 1933. ' 

Member of prisoners relief fund; 
organized under .the auspices of the In- 
ternational Labor Defense To Help 
Political Prisoners and Dependents. In- 
ternational ' Labor Defense is the legal 
arm of the Communist Party and was so 
found by Attorney General Francis Bid- 
dtein the BarryJB rldgft s case 



Sponsor of banquet in 1936 in New 
York City in honor and on the occasion 
of the Seventy-fifth birthday of Mother 
* Ella Reeve Bloor, a member of the central 
committee of the Communist Party in 
the United States and unquestionably 
the best known woman member of the 
party. Also present and sponsoring this 
banquet were: Earl Browder, Jerome 
Davis, William Z. Foster, Alolph Heller, 
who was subsequently arrested in Phila- 
delphia for carrying a bomb during the 
Republican national convention; Mike 
Gold of the Daily Worker staff, and many 
other well-known Communists. 

Member of the National Committee to 
Abolish the Poll Tax of 127 B Street SB., 
Washington 3, D. C. 

Supporter of National Committee to 
Aid Victims of German Fascism, 'of 870 
Broadway, New York City, of wMch-com- 
mittee Foster and Browder and other 
Communists were members. 

Signer of a call to a national congress 
for unemployment and social insurance 
in 1935 in the Washington Auditorium, 
Washington, D. C. Max Bedacht, Israel 
Amter, William Z. Foster, and many 
other well-known Communists -also 
signed this calL 

Member of the National Sponsoring 
Committee- for a National Congress for 
Unemployment and Social Insurance, of 
799 Broadway, New York City, of which 
the persons named immediately above 
were also members. 

Member of the National People's Com- 
mittee Against Hearst— William Ran- 
dolph—of the American League Against 
War and Fascism, 268 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City, in 1937. 




10. 



1941. 



£:36 P.M. 
Operator. 
M.V. 

Operator . 
Operator. 
Op erator . 
Operator . 



Grammacy 74329.- 



Out. Called N.Y. 

^Lf J^Ii Ho g er -aid-in of the ^an 
Civil Liberties Union, K.Y.C (Carl Heeve). 
Is he Secretary of the Union? 
Yes. 

I «ll call you back. 

Baldwin won't be back for 1/2 hour. 
Tell him to call Mr. Carl Reeve at Philadelphia, 
right. Thank you. 



At 19. 1941. 



2:45 P.M. 
M.V. 

Op erator . 
Carl R. 
Roger B. 
Cart R. 
Roger B, 

Carl R. 



Roger B. 
Carl R. 
Roger B, 



Carl R« 
Roger B. 

Carl R. 
Roger S, 



In. 

Hello- 

Mr. Reeve, Mr. Baldwin calling. 

Hello. 

Yes Carl. 

fWer I wanted to thank you. 

DiHhey make any more arrests after we sent 

iS'tSS'Side a cublic statement to have the 
nollce lay off.' Now we are entering our 
Cte candidates and may run Into some 
trouble with- the O'Brien Bill- 

re willing to support you and try and 
•set one of those cases in Supreme Court. 
K thought perhaps that you would furnish 
us with several big hlffi . 

Talk to Woolston about It and tell hio y°» 
talked to me. «e can furnish you with lawyers 
like Flnnegan. 

n v Rn«sr that will be fine. 
^•cSfwi't g.t an. Radio,!. .l>rt up in 
4 1- 0 « it mlpht compromise us. 
I see. I'U get in touch with you tomorrow. 
All right Carl. Good-bye. 



. . The following are additional and .connected recorded 
conversations had over telephone Xlngsley 9582: 
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Member of - the national reception 
committee to the Russian delegation to 
the United States, who came to this 
' country to explain away the execution 
by the Soviet Government of two Jewish 
Polisii trade-union leaders, Ehrlich and 
Alter, who were Social Democrats. The 
„ Russian delegation sent to the United 
States were Itzik Feffer and Solomon 
Michoels, also Jewish, their Visit being, 
obviously for the purpose of counteract- 
ing the harmful effects of the aforemen- 
tioned executions. 

Member of the executive committee of 
the National Scottsboro Action Com- 
- mittee in 1933. 

Signer of a call for support to National 
Student League, which was organized by 
the Young Communist League as an aux- 
iliary arm of the Communist Party. The 
National Student League was subse- 
quently merged with the Student League 
for Industrial Democracy and became 
eventually the American Student Union, 
which was subsequently denounced on 
the floor of Congress as a Communist 
organization. 

Speaker at the New York Professional 
. Workers Conference on Social Insurance 
in 1934. -This conference was organized 
by Harry .Lurie and Herbert Benjamin, 
who were delegates from the United 
States to a meeting of the Communist 
International in Moscow. 

Sponsor of the New York Tom Mooney 
Committee,' being associated with Mike 
v Quiii, Stanley M. Isaacs, Jerome Davis, 
Vito Marcantonio, and other leading 
lights of' the Communist Party, princi- 
pally in New York. 

Contributing editor to the Liberator in 
thl January 25, 1930, issue, the Liberator 
being the first official publication of the 
Communist I^arty of the United States, 
which was first published in 1919. 

Trustee of Political Prisoners Bail 
Fund Committee, of 154 Nassau Street, 
New York City, along with Joe Brotfsky, 
personal attorney for Earl Browder and 
other known Communists. 

Supported of the Anti-Nazi Federation 
of New York to combat German fascism 
and Nazi activities in the United States 
and to aid victims of Nazi persecution, 
affiliated with the National Committee 
to Aid Victims of German Fascism, which 
committee was organized by the Commu- 
nist Party, and many leading Commu- ' 
nists were members thereof. 

Trustee of the Robert Marshall Civil 
Liberties Trust, a Communist organiza- 
tion, cited by the Attorney General and 
the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

Author of Liberty Under the Soviets. 

Editor of Kropotkin's Revolutionary 
Pamphlets, 1928. 

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the House 
for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER, is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Texas? - 

There was no objection. 



. THE MARCANTONIO AMENDMENT 

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Speaker, the ac- 
tion of the House a few moment ago in 
defeating the so-called Marcantonio civil 
rights amendment is most gratifying. 
Many of us had hoped that both Demo- 
crats and Republicans would join to- 
gether in defeating Federal anti-poll-tax, 
antilynching, antisegregation, and FEPC 
legislation. I hope the nonpartisan ac- 
tion of the House this afternoon in de- 
feating the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Marcantonio] 
is a good omen and that we may have 
such cooperation on both sides of the 
aisle in the defeat of the other so-'jalled 
civil-rights legislation to which I have 
referred. 

SPECIAL ORDER 

The SPEAKER. Under previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania CMr. Rich] is recognized for- 10 
minutes. 

(Mr. RICH asked and was given per- 
mission to revise and extend tiis re- 
marks.) 

OUR FOREIGN POLICY 

Mr. RICEtl Mr. Speaker, I have been 
trying to read and come to some conclu- 
sion as to what our foreign policy is, but 
it is difficult for me to understand what 
the foreign policy of the Nation now is 
or what it mjght be or what it is in- 
tended to be. No one seems to know. 
Those in high Government offices differ 
greatly -in their judgment on the sub- 
ject. One thing sure, most of our high 
officials have a foreign policy which, to 
me, seems to transcend our domestic in- 
terest. Oh, for Americans who would be 
for America first— America, the home of 
the free and the land of the brave, 
where liberty and freedom is uppermost 
in our minds and hearts. 

You know many, people have the idea 
that you can spend a lot of dollars and 
buy good will from the nations of the 

Selected statistical information cone 
recovery 



world. I do not think that is* possil 
I do not think you can buy friends, a 
I do not think you can buy anybo 
worth while with money. You can bi 
friends for a while, but after the mom 
runs out, your friends run out too. 
have come to the conclusion that wha 
we are trying to do now is put up a glori 
fied WPA all over the world. I hav» 
heard so much about $1,000,000,000 anc 
about spending $17,000,000,000 now un- 
der the plan that has been advocated to 
help Europe. I question very much 
whether the membership of the House 
knows just what $1,000,000,000 is. I am 
going to try to explain what a billion 
dollars is. I am going to try to explain 
what $1,000,000,000 is and what $17,000,- 
000,000 are, if that is possible. In the 
first place, let us take the Treasury state- 
ment on March 3. You will find that we 
are in debt to the extent of $254,260,000,- 
000. We have a population of 140,000,000 
people. I asked the Library of Congress 
to furnish me with the names of the 
countries that are supposed to be dealt 
with under the Marshall plan, I have 
that chart here showing the countries 
and the populations in those countries. 
Also the extent their industries are 
.operating today. It shows that the 
national debt of those countries is $161,- 
082,000j and the population, of those 
countries to be 326,000,000 people. In 
other words, the debt of the United 
States ^$54,000,000,000 more than the 
national debts of all those countries put 
together, and they have a population of 
186,000,000 people more than we have. 
So they are not so bad off as one might 
have you believe. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to insert in the Record -at this point 
the statement that I received from the 
Library of C ongr ess. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania? 
There was no objection. 

erning nations included in European 
program 



Country 



Austria 

Belgium (Luxemburg).. 

Denmark, 

France 

Greece 

Iceland .... 

Eire 

Italy - 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Sweden 

Swltierland 

Turkey 

United Kingdom — 1_. 



Population 
1947 



7,000,000 
8,400,000 
4,300.000 

40.900,000 
7,500,000 
130,000 
3, 000,000 

45,600,000 
9, WO, 000 
3,100,000 
8,300,000 
6,800,000 
4,500,000 

18,900,000 

49,200,000 



National debt 
I94G internal 



51,336,000,000 
5,594.000,000 
1,779,000,000 
16,257,000,000 
* 102,000,000 
0,000,000 
310,000,000 
3,202,000,000 
5,400,000,000 
1,313,000,000 
367,000,000 
3,167,000,000 
2,654,000,000 
391,000,000 
100,052,000,000 



National debt 
1046 external 



HO. 000, COO 
1&5, 000,000 
155,000,000 
905,000,000 
599,000,000 
1.000,000 
1,000,000 
659,000,000 
642,000.000 
S2, 000. 000 
34,000,000 



26$, 000, 000 
3,097,000,000 



National debt 
1946 total 



$1,426,000,X)00 
5,790,000,000 
1,937,000,000 
17,163,000,000 
701,000,000 
7,000,000 
311,000,000 
3,851,000,000 
6,102,000,000 
1,395,000,000 
401,000,000 
3,167,000,000 
2,684,000,000 
659,000.000 
103,149,000,000 



Industrial pro- 
duction, 1947 
(1937=100) 



Summer, 45.» 
September, 84. 
December, 120. 
October, 100,« 
July, 67.i 
Note A. 
June, 109. 
September, 72. 
November, 106,' 
October, 122,* 
1945, 102.» 
October, 10S. 
October J91G, 97. 
Note B. 
Note C. 



Note A.— Index numbers not available. Value of fisheries 1938, $5,170,490; 1945, $21,359,000. 
Note B,~ General index number not available. In 1945 cement production was 106; glass production was 136 
using 1939 as 100. 

Note C— General Index number not available. Representative index numbers as follows: 1937-100: koal (Sen- 
temper 1947) 95; steel (October 1947) 110; cotton yam (August 1947) 49. 

. 1 1933« 100 October Index of France probably slumped later due to labor troubles. 
>1939»100. 

* Manufacturing, mining and public utilities. 
« Adjusted for number of working days. 

* 193S-39«10G. In 1947 the American Embassy reported that "the general industrial situation of the country may 
be regarded as better than a year ago with prospects of further advancement." United States American Em- 
bassy, Lisbon. Annual Economic Renew, Portugal, 1946, p. 7. 

*1929r39~100. 



6 




"CONGRESSIONAL RECORlRJpPENDIX 



A1640 

i 

course, the large Jewish groups living else- 
where in the Arab world could not be pro- 
tected at all. 

UN FOBCE UNREALISTIC 

, No favor would be done, the stricken Jews 
of Europe by sending them to Palestine for 
elimination. At best they would be con- 
demned to a constant, bitter, bloody struggle 
for existence, in the face of which .the re- 
quirement for refuge, would be intensified 
father than eliminated, it is unrealistic in 
the extreme to suppose that a military force 
from the United 'Nations would long serve 
adequately to protect them. Let Americans 
ask themselves, as the British have obviously 
done, if they would care to sacrifice their 
own soldiers in such a futile cause. - 

There is another humane consideration 
which ought to have alert attention in 
America, though it is rarely mentioned. The 
establishment of the Jewish state in Pales- 
tine may be found to wreak serious harm 
to American Jewry, which has never itself 
shown any marked desire to move to Palestine 
though it has generously supported the efforts 
of others so to do. 

If the Zionist state is, successfully estab-. 
lished; where, will rest the allegiance of Jews 
Who are American citizens? The question 
has been pointed up by^the case of Rabbi 
Korff, an American arrested In Paris for- 
planning to place revisionist bombs in 
Iibhdon. It is again to the ^ fore in the 
Zionist efforts to recruit American JewB for 
service against the, Arabs. Most American 
Jews , would undoubtedly prefer to remain 
Americans, but the problem' of divided loyalty 
becomes real when religious belief is 
metamorphosed into nationality. The Amer- 
ican Government does not .recognize dual 
citizenship. 

* OHUNOUS PRECEDENT SET, 

But more sinister than %ha official dilem- 
ma; wo"uld be .the occasion which it could 
automatically provide for the overt manifes- 
tation of an anti-Semitism which is only too 
fitfong even now in a relatively latent state. 
Ih this regard it may, well be said that Zion- 
ism Is the most serious' enemy to American 
Jewry which' exists today. 

And here let there be an end, once and for 
all, to the absurd charge so often and so 
easily made by Zionists that all 'Opponents 
of Zionism are anti-Jewish in sentiment. 
Millions of Jews themselves are- opponents 
of Zionism and deeply disturbed at what may 
be eventual world reaction to the Zionist 
course; 

From a standpoint of much more, than the 
Palestine problem- along, an ominous conclu- 
sion implicit in the partition recommenda- 
tion must be openly recognized. Briefly, it is 
that racial, national, or religious- minorities 
who can be found, by almost any method of 
gerrymandering, to possess a.majority of the 
population In a segregated area, have a right 
here established by the United Nations to 
seek recognition as "an independent state. A 
look at certain areas of the United States in 
the light of this principle could give one 
pause, but lep us keep our eyes still on the 
Middle East which, is peculiarly sensitive in 
this regard. It contains four areas which 
stand out in sharp relief r Macedonia, Azer- 
baijan, Kurdistan, and Armenia. 

Since the days of the Near East relief most 
American have forgotten the Armenians who, 
at the end of World War I, sought with near 
success to obtain American support for the 
reestablishment of their ancient kngdoin at 
the expense of Turkey. The Turks have not 
forgotten, nor have the Armenians, nor, it 
may be assumed, have the Russians. 

Locate on the map the area which prior 
to World War I was most heavily populated 
by Armenians. Aside from what is today the 
Armenian Soviet Republic which borders 
both Turkey and Iran, it spreads over the 
better part of eastern Turkey. An Armenian 
state, built under the Russian aegis to in- 
clude the Turkish provinces of Kars and 



Ardahan, might well, be "the beginning of a 
middle-eastern ring of puppet states simi- 
lar to those behind the Iron curtain in east- 
ern Europe. Its neighbors would be, very 
naturally, Azerbaijan and Kurdistan. 

Lest there be an idea that this problem 
is merely academic, it should be known that 
there is throughout the Middle East a strong 
Armenian nationalist movement. It Is spear- 
headed by an extremist group whose spiritual 
home is Erivan in the Armenian "Soviet Re- 
public; 

HUSSO-GERMAN DEAL 

It is to be noted with interest that both. 
Russia and the United States supported 
the Palestine partitition proposal. At least 
one, if not both nations, could conceivably 
feel morally bound on the basis of the 
Palestine precedent to support the claims of 
an Armenian, a Kurdish and an Azerbai- 
janian group seeking recognition of their 
nationhood before the United Nations, 

* If there- should be any doubt concerning 
Russian intentions in the Middle East, it 
should be effectively dispelled by the recent 
publication of the proposed terms of agree- 
ment between Soviet Russia and the Axis 
powers at the end of November, 1940. The 

♦ original German draft, outlining future 
spheres of influence for the four powers, 
described Russian "territorial aspirations'* as 
centering "south of the national territory of 
the Soviet Union in the direction of the In- 
dian Ocean." The Russians wished this to 
be amended to Include specific recognition 
"that the area south of Batum and Baku 
In the general direction of the Persian Gulf 
is recognized as the center of the aspirations 
of the Soviet Union." 

In view of what has been said above, it 
does not seem the part 'of wisdom for the 
United States to establish in the world's 
eyes its support of thai very policy which 
could most easily" be followed by Russia 
in order properly to set the stage for thus 
fulfilling these "aspirations." 

Nor does it seem wise, by the same token, 
for the United States to antagonize the 
Moslem world, which alone r would remain as 
a barrier' between such a drive and the sea, 
be it Mediterranean or Persian. Yet this is 
what the United States has done in support- 
ing the partition, of Palestine, 

RUSSIA EYES ARABIAN OIL 

It may be argued that Russia is courting 
similar unpopularity by its support of- parti- 
tion, if the possibilities regarding Russian 
policy which have just been mentioned are 
valid, it would be obvious at once that such 
unpopularity* had been discounted in ad- 
vance as a "minor element In a more far- 
reaching Soviet policy. But even more to the 
point is the fact that a sufficient undermin- 
ing of the American position in the Arab 
world would attain a Russian goal to be 
prized far more by Russia than the dubious 
blessing of a slight increase in Soviet popu- 
larity, never likely to be excessive in the 
strongly religious Arab world. 'This goal 
would be the denial of Arabian oil as a posi- 
tive factor in the implementation of the 
Marshall plan. The Cominform has not been 
reticent in expressing its Intent to combat 
that program by every means available. The 
fact that Arabia is counted upon to supply 
almost all the oil requirements of the Mar- 
shall plan has not been overlooked in Russia. 
Neither has the fact been overlooked by Rus- 
sia that this oil supply depends upon Ameri- 
can maintenance not only of production in 
Saudi Arabia but of an extremely vulnerable 
network of pipe lines, storage facilities, and 
refineries in other parts of the Arab world. 

Small wonder is it that other nations are 
beginning to doubt the sanity of American 
foreign policy. They cannot understand how 
a nation can possibly support simultaneously 
two opposing courses of action, tearing down 
with the left hand what It is striving might- 
ily to accomplish with the right. Yet this is 
what the United States is doing by its sup- 
port of partition and of the Marshall plan. 
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EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
op ' 

HON. E. E. COX 

OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 1948 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, on March 8 
at page 2433 of the Record, I spoke about 
the Communist-front connections of 
Roger Nash Baldwin, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, in con- 
nection with his opposition to the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities of the 
House. I have received a letter of pro- 
test from Mr. Baldwin and he requests 
me in fairness to him to insert his letter 
in the Record. 

I am glad to. do this. However, I can- 
not understand Mr. Baldwin's statement 
that as to his personal connections with 
Communist fronts, he ceased cooperation 
with the nonpoiitica'l Communist fronts 
in 1939— but he, fails to say anything 
about the political fronts of the Com- 
munist Party when all such fronts, in 
order to be effective at- all, had to be 
political in nature. I assume he wants 
us to believe that he continued his mem- 
bership and connections with the politi- 
cal fronts of the Communist Party, 

Aside from his stated views, X cannot 
take him seriously in his denouncement 
of the Communist Party and its political 
fronts, because as late as August 21, 1941, 
he, at the request of Carl Reeve, city sec- 
retary of the Communist Party of Phila- 
delphia, provided an attorney from the 
ACLU to defend Communists charged 
with .fraud violations v£ the electioniaws 
of Pennsylvania and sent telegrams to 
the police and (he attorney general of 
Pennsylvania, protesting their arrests of 
the Communists. He also was among the 
signers of the petition for the release of 
Ear,l Browder from Atlanta Penitentiary 
in 1942. 

I would like for Mr. Baldwin, who 
wrote in the Harvard Yearbook of 1935 
that Communism Is the Goal to cite one 
instance where the ACLU has defended 
a single person of the so-called "right." 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
New York City, March 11, 1948. 
Mr. E, E, Cox, * 

House Oflice Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear" Mr. Cox: In the Congressional Rec- 
ord for March 8 (page 1948) you inserted a 
purported list of my associations with Com- 
munists In an effort to discredit an official 
communication from the ACLU opposing an 
unprecedented appropriation for the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 

The list is old, running back: to the 1930*s, 
and the selected connections, many false, 
have no relation whatever to the American 
Civil Liberties Union. That organization 
was cleared years ago by Chairman Dies of 
the Un-American Activities Committee of 
any Communist control. He said (extracts 
from Transcript of Proceedings of Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities, House of 
Kepresentatlves, October 23, 1939): "This 
committee found last year, in its renorts, 
there was not any evidence that the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union was a Communist 
' organization." 

Further, the union by formal resolution 
in 1940 excluded Communists and fellow 
travelers from its staff and directing com- 
mittees, and expelled the one Communist 
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member, who had joined the party after be- 
coming a member. 

£s to my personal connections with Com- 
munist fronts, I ceased any cooperation 
whatever in what were nonpoliticai agencies ' 
immediately upon the Nazi-Soviet pact of 
1939. That demonstrated the total insin- 
cerity of Communist professions of loyalty 
to democracy, 

I am anti-Communist in the light of all 
the events since 1939. To dig up an old and 
distorted reccrd totally misrepresents my 
present views and connections, and conveys 
an entirely false impression of the charac- 
ter of the Civil Liberties Union, in whose 
behalf I, with other ofScers, addressed you. 

I trust that in fairness you will insert 
this letter in the Record. 
Sincerely yours. 

Roger N. Baldwin. 



Revision of United Nations Charter 



EXTENSION OP REMARKS 

OF 

HON. WILLIAM M. COLMER 

OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 15, 1^8 

Mr. COLMER. Mr. Speaker, under 
leave to extend my remarks in the Rec- 
ord, I include the following resolution: 

House Concurrent Resolution — 
Recommending the revision of the United 
Nations Charter 
Resolved by the House of Representatives 
(Senate concurring), That Is the sense of 
the Congress that — 

(1) The United Nations Charter shall be 
revised, so that its existing defects, dem- 
onstrated by experience, shall be removed, 
and the United Nations Organization shall 
be able to fulfill its stated mission as the 
principal and most effective instrument for 
world peace. 

(2) The revision of the United Nations 
Charter shall preserve the full sovereignty 
of member states except for acts of aggres- 
sion and armament for aggression, to be 
specifically denned in the charter. 

(3) The revision of the UN Charter be 
undertaken or supported by the United 
States Government without delay and in a 
manner that shall most effectively parallel 
and integrate the measures for world eco- 
nomic recovery already undertaken or yet 
to be undertaken by the Congress of the 
United States. 

(4) This revision shall be so designed that 
the mutual stispicion and fear now driving 
the world into opposite military camps shall 
be replaced by mutual confidence in a United 
Nations strong enough to guarantee any 
member nation, however large or small and 
whatever its form df government, against 
armed violence by any other nation. 

(5) The revision of the United Nations 
Charter shall be carried out with the ap- 
proval of all members states if possible: but 
in the event that any permanent member 
state should veto the proposals for revision, 
the United States shall join with other like- 
minded states in accordance with article 51 
of the United Nations Charter or in any 
other manner acceptable to the majority of 
member states, in establishing, on the basis 
of the revised United Nat ions Charter, a more 
effective international organization for mu- 
tual defense without the participation of 
the abstaining state or states. 

(6) As proof of America's unbending will 
to peace, membership in the revised inter- 
national organization shall remain open to 
any abstaining state or states not engaged. 



at the time In a war of aggression against 
a member state, and on the same conditions 
which prevail for member states. 

(7) The revision of the UN Charter shall 
contain the following specific provisions 
which are deemed the minimum necessary 
to remove the atomic cloud now hanging 
over the world, relieve the back-breaking 
load of the armament race now going on, 
and, by firm action now, avert the third 
world war later: 

(a) Elimination of the veto right by a 
permanent member in the Sscurity Council, 
but only In matters of aggression, arma- 
ment for aggression, and admission to mem- 
bership in the United Nations. Aggression 
shall be prohibited and defined in the Char- 
ter, as an attack with weapons of violence 
by a state (or its citizens) against the rec- 
ognized territory of a member state; or Il- 
legal occupation by a state of territory out- 
side the recognized and established borders 
of said state and its possessions. Armament 
for* aggression shall be prohibited and de- 
fined in the Charter, as the production of 
atomic or other weapons' of mass destruc- 
tion, or the production of heavy armament 
beyond agreed quotas, or refusal to submit 
to inspection. 

To conform to the changes in the veto 
right, representation in the Security Coun- 
cil shall be revised so as to include: Two 
members each from the United States, the 
British Commonwealth, and the U. S. S. R.; 
one each from France and China; and two 
selected collectively by the remaining mem- 
ber states. Decisions on vetoless matters 
shall be made by a majority of 6 out of 10. 

To interpret the revised United Nations 
Charter, the International Court of Justice 
shall be similarly reorganized, or a new 
World Court established, with power to 
judge in specific matters dealing with ag- 
gression both governments and individuals. 

(b) Prevention of armament for aggres- 
sion. In the matter of atomic weapons, this 
shall be accomplished by adoption of the 
official United States proposal for an Atomic 
Development Authority; in the matter of 
heavy armament (such as warships, war- 
planes, and heavy guns) by a world-wide 
quota limitation of its production, in the 
following manner: 

The Security Council shall establish yearly 
the maximum of heavy armament to be pro- 
duced in the world. Of this total, each of 
the five permanent member states shall 
have an individual production quota which 
it may not exceed; and the remaining mem- 
ber states shall have a collective quota, to 
be produced in their territories by an Arma- 
ment Authority under the management of 
the Security Council. Armament produc- 
tion quotas shall be: the United States, the 
British Commonwealth and the U, S. S. R. — 
20 percent each of the fixed world total; 
France and China — 10 percent each; 20 
percent to be the collective quota of the re- 
maining member states. The Security Coun- 
cil shall have full rights of inspection, 

(c) Establishment of an effective world 
police force, to consist of one international 
contingent as the active force and five 
national contingents operating as reserves 
when needed. 

The international contingent, under direct 
control of the Security Council, shall consist 
of volunteers recruited exclusively from the 
citizens of the smaller member states, and 
shall be equipped with the small-nations' 
collective quota of heavy armament. It shall 
be stationed, by agreement, in international- 
ized bases in the smaller states of Europe and 
Asia, and as policing troops in Germany or 
other territories when placed under United 
Nations supervision such as Palestine. 

The armed forces of the five major powers 
shall be the five national contingents. They 
shall remain under full sovereignty of their 
respective governments, except that in time 
of peace their effective strength shall be auto- 
matically limited by their agreed quotas of 



heavy armament production; and except that 
the governments of the permanent member- 
states shall, subject to their constitutional 
processes, be pledged to make their national 
contingents available as reserves to the in- 
ternational contingent upon majority deci- 
sion of the revised Security Council and 
World Court in specific matters of aggression 
and armamenet for. aggression. 

This tyranny-proof and yet overwhelming 
retaliatory power of the world police force 
shall also serve as a decisive deterrent against 
aggressors with bacteriological or chemical 
weapons or other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion not easily inspectable. 

In the event that a major state shall re- 
fuse to participate in the foregoing provi- 
sions for tne elimination of the world arma- 
ment race and the establishment of a world 
police force, then the revised Security Coun- 
cil shall proceed at once to the establishment 
of the international contingent; further- 
more, it shall establish an emergency quota 
of heavy-armament production, to be dis- 
tributed by agreement among the member- 
states in proportion to their resources, so 
designed as to make certain that any out- 
side-state shall be unable to compete with 
the overwhelming armament production of 
the rest of the world, nor engage in acts of 
aggression against member-states. 

(8) Until such time as the foregoing provi- 
sions for the Revised United Nations {RUN 
plan) , or similar provisions, shall be put into 
effect, the armed forces of the United States 
and its weapons of every kind shall be main- 
tained at wholly adequate levels. 



Tax Cuts 



EXTENSION OP REMARKS 

OP 

HON. HERMAN P. EBERHARTER 

OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 15, 1948 

Mr. EBERHARTER. Mr. Speaker, 
under leave to extend my remarks in the 
Record, I include the following editorial 
from the Washington Post of March 15, 
1948: 

TAX CUTS 

By scaling down the income-tax reductions 
voted by the House, the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee hopes to win enough votes to insure 
passage of a tax-reduction program over a 
possible veto. However, objections to tax re- 
duction at this time are not removed by the 
simple expedient of reducing the amount of 
the proposed cut by about $1,700,000,000. The 
major argument is the matter of timing. The 
Senate bill as well as the bill passed by the 
House is open to objection on this score. The 
timing is bad for two reasons, which we em- 
phasized when commenting on the House 
bill: (1) we are still in the midst of a fight 
against inflation, and (2) we do not yet know 
the cost of ERP and other foreign-aid pro- 
grams. 

Since passage of the House bill nothing 
has occurred to weaken the cogency of 
these arguments. On the contrary, the 
events of recent weeks have underlined thex 
importance of pursuing a cautious policy 
of wait-and-see. In our opinion , the recent 
drop in food prices provides no new argu- 
ments in favor of slashing taxes. For there 
is as yet no evidence that it will be followed 
by a general and permanent lowering of prices 
and living costs. Moreover, even if prices in 
general were to drop substantially, Govern- 
ment revenues would likewise fall and the 
surpluses available for tax,reduction purposes 
would accordingly shrink". 

But the most cogent argument for deferring 
any sweeping tax cut is the fact that we do 




POj 

&OMj 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
Director j FBI 

SAC ^Philadelphia (100-1086) 



SU^JECB AFRICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(00 - New YorK:) 



( 




Br. Tolsott y /j 

fife, (SsSfiffi ' 



Declassify 
(.f>ff- 



Mr. Mote 
Mr. Wint ^- 




On the Greater Philadelphia Branch of the American 

Ci vil Liberties Union held its Annual Conference at the Christian Ass 
cation Building, University of Pennsylvania, 36th and Locust Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 1^***% 

The Conference was attended by approximately 2£0 peiftpj^"'^ 4 
coi:siJted of four panel discissions on the following topics^ ^ ^ 



National Security and Civil Liberties 
Academic Freedom 
Discrimination in Housing 

Congressional Investigations and the Bill of Rights 





m A^aSJ- ..10. t 



The* panel di's-cuWions were followed ,by a dinner JprirmiohJSBs--. ~ 
BERT LAWRENCeJ\ BLOCK, j ncwn professionally as^Her^p£k]Ue''ditorial cartoon- 
xst - r^TEe^sPEKgEwi Post," was the speaker .\ This dinner was attended 





of known reliability, attended the 



by approximately l|00 persons 

Confidential Source , 

National Security and Civil Liberties; and the Congressional Investigations 
and the Bill of Rights discu ssions . 

Confidential Sourcej |of . known reliability, 



attended the National Security and fli 
Academic Freedom discussio 
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vil Liberties discussion ?0 nd the 
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^Cfel BEHIND ^ 

J^tf" x/cct Bureau 100- (Communist Attacks &g 
^ / (J*. New York 100-1015 9 (A CLU) (BifcT 







PH 100-3 5U9U (Communist Attacks Against FBI) 
PH 100-36529 (DRAYTON BRYANT) 
PH 67-57U (WILFRED LORRY) 



PH 100-36906 (iRfi De A. REE I 
PH 100-3 980U (HENRY W . 

SAWYER, III) 
PH 100-3875U (WILLIftM J. 



PH 100-35500 (WILLBM RAHILLj/L IlttfoRMMIQN COJWM 



EXGESSMfflHSS SHOWN 
OIHJZHWISE 
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Director, FBI 
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In general, the panel speakers were critical of the methods 
enroloyed by Congressional Investigating Committees which it was felt 
were endangering the civil rights of the individual and unjustly malign- 
ing the reputation of innocent persons. Summaries of ihe speeches are 
se: cut below j 

Topic - National Security and Civil Liberties 

" "* — Fzu ^ 



Chairman - STEPHEN GjfcAM^^head* of American Section, 
American Friends Service Commit t e e . 

Panel - JOSEPH l^X ^M^J^^^ 1 ^^ ^ Secretary 
to Justice CARD0ZA.\and PRilNKFURTER and formerly served 
on Federal Communications Commission. 

HfiJJGH criticized -the present system of trying to achieve na- 
tional security as an unfair and arbitrary one which has not succeeded 
in catching a single spy, except JUDITH C0PL0N. He said our ambassadors 
have been intimidated and therefore only report what they think the peo- 
ple want to hear* 

Philadelphia Council American 
Jewish Cong^eisT^^ Rights .Committee Philadelphia Bar Asso- 

ciation* * 

RICHWAN .said we must try to achieve the greatest degree of Civil 
Liberties commensurate 'With the circumstances of our times. He said that 
political demagogues play on peoples fears and then act as saviors. He 
criticized the Smith Act, Mc Carran Act, Pechan Act and Mc Carran-Walter 
Act, as being too strict in limitation of civil liberties. He spoke against 
legalizing wire tapping* 2? 

\ ( £B£ 

WTSLJ^J^^ President, Philadelphia ACLU; Board 

Member, FTiends Commxttee on National Legislation. 

RAHILL said that he spent four years in the Far East and the 
State Department could benefit by his knowledge but have recruited me- 
diocraties instead. GARTER, SERVICE, and K^TTIMORE tried to give hon- 
est reports, he said, and were labeled heretics. He said that Commun- 
ists are human beings, equal before God and have a right to fair treatment. 
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JEFFERSON, WASHINGTON, LINCOLN, and TMJM/iN couldn't pass a loyalty test, 
according to ffiiHILL. He said he himself is a Quaker ConsciontiQus Ob- 
jector and he couldn ! t pass either. He said the FBI probably has an 
extensive file on him (RAEELL) ■ 

Topic - Academic Freedom 

Chairman -JBfJJL W^lfERTJTQL, Professor of Law, Univer- 



sity of Pennsy lvania / ^ 

Panel - HAR KT S^FILSR , Representative, Pennsylvania 
State Legislature Y Principal, Hannah Penn Junior High 
School, York, Pa*J 

SEIIER said that teachers are now limited on what they can 
say, since penalties can be inflicted. This is a curtailment of academ- 
ic freedom. He criticized the Pechan Act, which he said failed to clean 
out subversives* 

, CL^RMBySR w Ecafgs s or of Law, University of Pennsylvania } 
Author of H «A Repprt on. The P ennsylvan ia Loyalty Act," 

EP3E said the function of higher learning is to discover evils 
and correct thenu He said tenure shouid protect teachers and provide aca- 
demic freedom* . 




IR k De^^TOTO^JlProfessor of Sociology, Haverford College; for- 
mer ConsuttarrtT, UT*1 3 • Department of Labor, 

RBH) said that any dealing with ideas is dangerous* Colleges 
arc screening their text books for context. He said persons who press 
for academic freedom are expendable 

Topic - Discrimination in Housing 

Chairman - WIIiB^^^KI, Housing Coordinator, City 
of Philadelphia 7 * \ ^ff^f 

Panel -JDRy^O^ of Community Re- 

lations, Philadelphia Housing Authority* 

.... ' . Ci 
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GE0RG^^CJEE6flEE,-^ExGcutive Director, Commission on 
TTuS^TRVla t ions s Citaj^of Philadelphia. 



f^Ianag 



D0R0TOMO3XG.CIi[^,^Ifenaging Director, Philadelphia 
"Housing Association, - 

The Panel discussed the fact that negro population increase ■ 
has been in the city while^the white population increased in suburbs 
inchoating discrimination. 

Reasons for discrimination mentioned t 

1. Poverty of Negro 

2. Iffcrths about Negro, e.g. Property devaluation 

3. Practices of Real Estate Industry. 

The Panel advocated promoting good will and forcing a court test 
of FHA policy of fighting only written "covenants J 1 

Topic - Congressional Investigation andjbhe Bill of Rights 

Chairman - JULIAN E^GOI^R^f^G^ Counsel; General _ 
Counsel, American Federation ofJIosiery Workers* 

Panel ~ ^NSLX^^ 1 ^-^ ^^ttsJ?®™® r member Political 
Staff of^hairmanWATO Council,-. Assistant General Coun- 
sel to U. S. Special Representative to^Eu^ge^!9^2--53» 

SAWXER compared the Congressional investigations of today with* \ 
inquisitions of the past in which due process of law is by-passed and the \ 
victim is never convicted of the real charge against him. He said ttje \ 
. periur^ ^^ctions are of this sort. SAWYER, in conversation witlTCS I 
S^rA>he FBI's reputation was almost revered before the HAHftT J 
j^cAxj!.« **HITE case, but after HOOVER 1 ' s testimony on TV, a lot of people ^ / 
'started saying they were afraid the Bureau would become a political police./ 

WIIIJ &KJ .AW00LST0N, former Secretary, Philadelphia ACLUj At- 
torney, specialist ii\ security Dases. 

WOOLSTON said the £th Amendment is used by witnesses because 
they don't know the government's objective. He said the £th /juondmeht was 
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created to protect the innocent, not the guilty as people are being led 
to suppose. -^7 

WILFRED R A LORRY * T reasurer, Board Member and Chairman of Com- 
mittee onWtr Educ^tlonar Practices of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council. Served with FBI in World War II. 

LORE! said that he had been an FBI Agent. He said he had pre- 
pared and written down his "extemporaneous" remarks so that when they 
acKed him what he said, he could just hand it over. LORHr traced the 
history of Congressional investigations which, he said, started in 1792 f 
He said the present inquiries differ from the former ones in that for- 
merly they sought to determine why an evil situation existed, whereas to- 
day they are not concerned why so many succumbed to Communism, but only 
in maintaining the status quo. They are destroying the patient instead 
of the disease, he said, LORRY criticized the methods of current Con- 
gressional hearings which, he said, are really criminal trials without 
the usual guaranteed safeguards. LORH said that today only the orthodox 
is safe. 

DINNER 

AJE^^ Greater Philadelphia Branch, ACLU, 

presided ^T^I^dinnef rheld following the Conference ♦ 

Speaker, HERBERT LkWRENCE BLOCK said legalized wire tapping wcmld 
lead to "guilt by communication." H G said the Rod-hunters have terribly 
bad aim. BLOCK said that guilt by association was not good enough and he 
did not think that an Attorney General, who used these methods is good 
^enough either. BLOCK charged that FBI files have been "dipped into" for 
Apolitical purposes. BLOCK said the Communis t-in-Government issue is com- 
plete and utter nonsense. BLOCK expressed the hope that MC C&RTHTism is 
eliminated as a political power. ^ 

Following the dinner, in a general conversation,^ | 
queried BLOCK concerning his statement that FBI files had been "dippea 
into." BLOCK said that he was making reference to the HfcRHT DEXTER WHITE 
case. BLOCK said he felt sure this v/as the only time they had been su 

U8ed - _^ /y\ , 

nishcd Sk It'JIW B. MURPHT with 
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the various copies of ACLU literature which v/aSj 
Conference and Dinner and which was obtained b; 




at the above 
tthat time* 

This literature, which is listed hereinafter 3 r is 'being en- 
closed herewith for the inf ornfetion of and whatever disposition desired 
>v the Bureau t 

1, One copy of an invitation and panel forum of the Greater 
Philadelphia ACLU Annual Conference scheduled for April 
5, 195U* 

2. Two .copies of the ACLU Vol, 3> No. 3, March issue 
of ¥ Civil Libertie s Record?" 

A 5 — - — ^ c 

Two copies oi>an ACLU Questionnaire captioned ijprenty 
Questions^on Civil Liberties .» ■|| — « - r . n»^ 

■1*. Two copies of a reprint from the February 11, 19$k> Vol. 
~~ " " " T rvard Law School Record" on the sub- 

^Rl S^ro^ s i Speech on Fifth 

Amendment 





Law Sc] 
LIES 



le^ASta 



5» One copy of an ACLU 12 page pamphlet captioned "The/ffitates 
and Subversion," dated April 1953* 

6. One copy of an ACLU 16 page pamphlet captioned ^Democracy 
In Labor Unions," dated June 1952 • 



7. One copy of an 8 page ACLU pamphlet captionedy|Acaderaic 
Due Process," dated February 19*51* * 



b7D 




8. One copy of a hO page ACLU pamphlet captioned jjThe 
Aot and the Supreme Court ^» dated April 1952. 

9. One copy of a 90 page ACLU pamphlet captioned "Tl^Sugrgme^ 
Court and CivilJLiberties, " revised October 19^f\' 

10. Two copies of an ACLU reprint from the April 13 j 1953 issue 
of "JheM.^ tfcgazine^ 11 captioned y Con formity in the 

Art£2^ted July 1953T"*~ * /V 
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* O^fttf A&^ir jj^um • uniteiL.11.Js GOVERNMENT 



TO 



from 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Tolson 



Xi. B. Nichols - 




DATE: May 3, 1954 



/ 



r 



rt JMx>: 





reyy, Counsel of the American Civil Liberties 
Union^ brought Ms new "w&p^i^WrszCy .'hello today. X visited' with bothoFthemT 
THey were in* town sightseeing, although Levy had an appointment, in the 
Department this afternoon. 

Levy has "been in touch with us in the past on. a negro actress 
named Pearl Primus' and was instrumental in having Jier come to the' Bureau vjj \ U~ 
and make a full statement of he x past Communist affild^ttons. Levy feels ^JL^^^ 
that some steps should be t^k^fit to try to convert ^^^^^^g^away f rom theVjW^gi 




Communist cause, and Pea 
if there was any objectio: 



jPrixnus wants to .undertake this* * He wondered 



/v 



I told him that ^ of course, was a. personal matter for him and 
Miss Primus, although any endeavor designed to- convert an individual f*om 
the Communist caus'e was certainly laudatory.. 




cc: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 

LBN: arm 
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Office Memorandum 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNME 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



MR. L. V. B OARSMAN 



DATE: May 12, 



MR. A. R. B ELMO If T, 



7/ 



COMMUNIST PARTY FRONT ACTIVITY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS: 



an article 
written by 



iy 5, 1954 




California Plan" 
)he January 30, 1954 ,r^di1&on 
"contact man" system^jtn if- 



The San Franc isc o Office advised on 
entitled "G-Men on the Campus — The 
a Walter Gerstel appeared in tht 
of The Nation" magazine outlining the 

operation on the campus at the University of California. The 

contact man" was described by Mr. R. E. Combs, Chief Counsel ojt=l' 
the State of California Committee on Un-American Activities befbne 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on the Judiciary gTenr&f 
Committee) as a liaison agent between investigative agencies- and-' 1 * 1 ' 
\the University. Student groups, including the Students to Combat 
McCarthyism, now under investigation as a Communist front organi- 
sation, on the University of California campus, circulated large 
numbers of reprints of the above-mentioned article and c onsidera-ble 
puolicity has been afforded the "contact man" and "academic freedom" 
controversy in the "Daily Calif ornian ," the official student news- 
paper at the University. The afore-mentioned article was reviewed' 
at the Bureau and its title is very misleading since nowhere in the 
article is it stated that FBI Agents are conducting investigations 
on the campus of the University of California. The article' does 
state' that William Madman, "an FBI-trained man had been installed 
as security of/Scer' on the Berkeley campus at about the time that 
the contac^man&DPogram was announced." On May 3, 1954 , Ernest. 
Be? fg,> Lire'(yt.OT^rA J merican Civil Liberties Union. Northern Cali torn ia 
visited Will tai\fo#^7^r^^^^ te and presently 
security officer at the UniversJtyy and'' interrogated him concerning 
the contact man ' system, his National Academy training, his present 
cooperation with the SB I and his knowledge of Combs' testimony 
ibefore- the Jenner Committee . Besig is persona non grata with the 
Bureau and instructions were issued to the SAC at San Francisco in 
December, 1953, that Besig was not to be contacted without prior 
Bureau approval. The Bureau discontinued furnishing information 
of a confidential nature to the Qbve$nqZ <sf California "under the' 
Responsibilities Program due to the unfavorable' reaction 'this' 
Program was afforded by responsible persons in California, 
particularly at the University of Cal4fornta. Bureau files 
contain no information^identifiable with Walter GersTeTT ' 
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RECOMMENDA TIONS ; 



(l) This memorandum has been prepared to outline 
the general situation prevailing at the University of California 
at Berkeley , California . It is recommended that this memorandum 
be routed to Mr. Nichols for his information since he has 
previously contacted the SAC at San Francisc o with regard to 
the action of Ernest Besig and the American Civil Liberties 
Union • 



(2) Since SAC rthelan is well aware of the situation 
at the University of California and the San Francisc 0 Office has 
informed by airtel on May 5, 1954, that contacts with the security 
officer at the University of California are being handled most 
discreetly, no reason exists to caution the San Francisco Office 
in their future contacts at the University. 




BACKCrkOUNd; 



By airtel dated May 5, 1954, the San Francisco Office 
advised that an article appeared in the January 30, 1954, issue 
of "The Nation" magazine entitled "G-Men on the Campus — The 
California Plan" by ftalter Gerstel. The article reports that 
the "contact man" system is in operati on on the campus of the 
University of California at Berkeley and describes the system as 
outlined by Mr. R. E. Combs, Chief Counsel of the State of 
California Un-American Activities Committee when Combs testified 
in March, 1953, before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
on the Judiciary (Jenner Committee) . In his testimony Combs 
described the "contact man" as the liaison agent between investi- 
gative agencies and ±he University . He further indicated that the 
State Un-American Activities Committee deemed it expedient to 
indicate to the University administration the necessity , particularly 



f ♦ 

Int+lniVV ins i utions > °f employing full time people who had 
Vnr tin i Perie J°r\ in the field °S counter-Communist activities 
for example, ex-FBI Agents and former military intelligence 



men . 



nn+ +hn+ ■ i r,-^ he % or /-™ en *i oned article in "Th.e Nation" points 
the securitl nTe dnan .\ a ^, tio " aJ Academy graduate and" presently 
des C lZZon\y^°nn r + , + *ne Dntoerstty of California, fits Combs' 
and ChatlTiini %°»?*ct man" perfectly. However, the President 
Ts aXZtact rnai} ° niUersit y °f California have denied Wadman 

Subsequent to the publication of the article in "The 
Vcral+L ™ ri ° US studen * groups including the Students to Combat 
McCarthy ism, have circulated reprints of this article. In addition 
0 ™A~Ti °rj ci r have geared in the '"Daily California^ the ' 
»'/nn+n~l 3 fiewspa per at the University of California regarding 

contact men" and "academic freedom." ' " ? 

„ 0n - {a Z 3 > 1954 > Ernest Besig, Director, American Civil 
L -bertie S Union, Northern California, visited Wadman and interrogated 
him for approximately two hours regarding the "contact man" system 
and questioned aadman regarding his National Academy trainino 
nis present cooperation with the FBI and his knowledge of Combs' 
testimony mentioned above. Besig indicated to tadman that he 
h ^l eVe t l° M , b *° r thS Presid ent and Chancellor of the University 
have not ,ola the truth about the "contact man" and said he olans 
to interview Combs in the near future. 

0nl . ^ f n ^ 4 > 1954 > the Chief of Police of the Berkeley 
'n, lV m ^P artmsnt advised that Besig is presently bringina pressure 
0,1 aim to prevent volice officers from attending public meetings 
of campus groups. * 

\wn* , T u he San Franci5C0 Office informs that contacts with 

+i ^possession of all subversive files and some personnel 
K a tn the Ur " ve rsity of California, are being handled most 
^discreetly. 

ER NEST BESIG 

... t You wil1 recall the Bureau has had considerable 

difficulty with Besig in the past. Besig is a member of the Bar 
in New Yor* State but not in California as of November 13 195? 
Besig has thwarted investigations conducted bv the San Francisco 
Ojf ice by claiming to be an attorney of subjects of San Francisco 
investigations and has insisted these people not be contacted 
except through him or interviewed except in his presence. On 
February 18, 1953, Mr. Nichols directed the SAC at San Francisco 
to advise the California Bar Association of specific instances 
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wherein Besig had had contact with Bureau personnel and the nature 
of his activities . Assistant United States Attorney Lynn 
G-illard at San Francisco was also informed of Besig r s actions 
and on January 7, 1954, G-illard informed that in his opinion, 
Besig has not violated the regulations of the California Bar 
Association. On January 21, 1954, a letter was sent to the SAC 
at San Francisco instructing him to report to the Bureau any future 
incidents involving Besig r s attempts to obstruct Bureau investi- 
gations. Instructi ons were issued to the SAC at San Franc isco on 
December 2 y 1953, that Besig was not to be c ontacted by Bureau 
employees without prior Bureau approval % (100-232575) 

ANALYSIS OF ARTICLE "G-MEN O N THE CA MPUS — THE 
CAL IPQSN IA PLAN * 

This article has been reviewed at the Bureau and its 
title is extremely misleading since it imolies that FBI Agents 
are actively c onducting investigations on the campus of the 
University of California . In effect, the Bureau is mentioned 
twice in the body of this article. That is, (l) In quoting the 
testimony of ;!r. Combs before the Jenner Committee, he said in 
effect that the University administration should employ full time 
oeovle who had practical experience in the field of counter- 
■■ Communist activities , for examole, ex-P^I Agents and military 
intelligence men. (S) The author referred to William 1'/ adman as 
"an ? 51- train e i man." 

j, bureau files contain no identifiable information loith 

{[ (alter ?erstel, the author of this article. 

RZSPOlrinxIlTI E S PPuOJlbtU - Ihb V NIVhSJITY OF JAinoWIA 

In view of the unfav orable reception of the Responsibilities 
Program in California , particularly at the University of California , 
the SAC at San I ranc isco was instructed on April 13, 1J54, to 
contact Assistant Adjutant General Gscar J m Jahnsen and advise 
him the }BI will furnish no further information of a confidential 
security nature concerning persons emclo.ei in public or semi- 
oublic institui ions in that staff* 

Typifying this unfavorable reaction was the c ouplamt 
of frofessor irxkur Sherry of the University or California , mho 
reported to ~. ,'arren Olney III, Ass iszani Attorney General or 
the United Srates, the nyster - ?us appearance of blank wen crania 
regarding enoloyees c' the r nivers ity on the desks of the tresi ient 
and Chancellor of this schocl. These Tneraoranda were described as can- 
ning vague and unsubstantiated information and were generally rumored 



according to Professor Sherry to have emanated from the FPI. 
SAC Whelan was told to point out to Jahnsen that despite the 
fact that the Bureau has not been responsible for these mtnoranda 
since all information we have disseminated was furnished orally 
and certainly was not vague and unsubstantiated, nevertheless , 
the rumor has persisted that the FBI was responsible for this 
material being found at the University. SAC Whelan was instructed 
to explain to Jahnsen that because of the versistent speculation 
that the FBI has engaged in the distribution of vague and 
unsubstantiated material to the Governor of California , no 
further information from our confidential files will be volunteered 
to him. (62-93875) 

STUDENTS TO COMBAT AfC CAR THYISM 

This organisation is a student movement formed in 
December, 1953, at Berkeley, California, through the efforts of 
several University of California students. It is an outgrowth 
of the Students Protesting the Velde Committee, which was 
organised about the same time to orotest the public hearings 
of the House Committee on Un-American Activities which were held 
in San Francisco during the first part of December, ly53. The 
Chairman of this Committee was F: epresenfaL ivc Harold Velde. 

The alleged curpose of the group is to oppose 
"hcCarthyism" in all its forms. ,f McCarthyism, n according to a 
potential security informant of the San Francisco Office, was 
roughly defined on February 23, 1954, as "a system designed to 
curb civil liberties , free action of the individual ani 
democratic rights. " 

The Students to Combat McCarthy ism has been under 
investigate on by tne San Francisco Office as a Commun ist- front 
organisation since January, 19541 (W0-4C8SS3) 
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ACDJ HITS BREAKDOWN* OF DISMffgSASS IN, EMPLOYEE SECURITY PROGRAM- 
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The American Civil Liberties Union Recently criticized the governments breakdown] 
of dismissals under the federal employee security program, charging that it has lec 
to widespread confusior\ and an .increase in, public, tension* . ~~ . — - . - 

Th© ACHJ stated the breakdown is not based on the reasons for the discharge, but 
on "derogatory and une valuator information*" This procedure, it added,, has led many 
people to believe that there are more loyalty risks in government than the facts 
show and to accept greater restrictions in the name of national security* 

MtS) In a ;3Lotter to Philip Young, chairman of the -Civil Service Commission,. ACLU's 
f w executive director, Patrick Murphy Malin, said that the confusion and increase in 
f public tension resulted from recent Administration statements that "dismissals under 

the security program are equivalent to proof of disloyalty and subversion*" 

While noting that there has been, in recent weeks, a conscious effort by the 
Administration to correct this impression, "great harm has diready been done in 
stigmatizing loyal Americans who have left government service on security grounds 
totally removed from any question of loyalty or subversion* The harm, is not only to 
these individuals, but to the spirit of civil liberties ~ the principles of free 
speech and association, due process and equality cannot flourish throughout the 
country if the public is continually dinned with fearful warnings that thousands of 
government employees today are disloyal^" 

Centering, attention on Xoung*js recent, pressu statements, .and .congressional testis 
mbny on the much- discussed question of how many security risks have been dismissed, 
the ACIir letter said, "We had hoped you would disclose a breakdown of the types of 
dismissals that would clarify for the .public the meaning of the term * security risk* 
without es tablishing a stigma that will unduly penalize former government employees 
***However, the breakdown discussed* * *is not in terms of reasons for dismissals, but 
in terms of derogatory and unevaluated inf ormati on in the file of each dismissed 
employee** * An employee- may be discharged for wholly non-loyalty reasons, even though 
riis file contains derogatory information relating to loyalty* The impression is \ 
treated by this breakdown that mere information in the files is sufficient cause fox- 
discharge, which is misleading j as you know, the purpose of fair hearings under the' 
security program is io evaluate and Judge the file information* The failure to make 
^■acplicit that derogatory file information is not tantamount to discharge impairs the 
spirit of civil liberties by leading many people to believe that there are more 
loyalty risks in government than the facts show and thus to accept more and more 
curbs on civil liberties in the name of national security*" 

Other^ criticisms of the program include: (1) the indefinite standard used for 
Judging an employee's security risk status, that his employment "be clearly consis- 
tent with the interests of national security," which has resulted in security offi- 
cers handing down more adverse rulings* The fact that there is no outside review of 

C^U^S_*^nd_jfche__Xina3 d© rrt .si.on.jmis.t — "b e^made^by— ±he — ag e ney^head^ makes., i t ^eactrciemely^ . 

difficult for the subordinate security officer to exercise independent judgment; 
(2) the use of such new criteria as "reliability" and "trustworthiness" in consider- 
ing an employee's security status has resulted in "flagrant abuse of discretion*** 

which the loosest kind of personal association has been used as the basis for 
dismissals," including char, act erizing t of .family associations as evidence of unreli- 
ability! (3) employees, instead* of being fprdcessed under the security program, have 
been dismissed on economy ! grounds * "These * Reduction in Force 1 dismissals deny 
Employees. the3b? right to -a ^hearing guaranteed by the program and offer agencies a 
convenient way to axscharg© v employees whose personal political opirrions/jmay be dis- 

, .Kalin concluded his letter by emphasizing the ACIiU * ^ ^e^ojg^^i-ojx^pf the problem of 
Communis^ inf iltr ation and the special measures required? to preserve* national s ecu- 
rity at this time of danger* ft We have never opposed securi ty pr ograms designed to 
achieve this goal* But, we are equally convinced that we need^Tiot. sacrifice our basic 
liberties ~ indeed must not « to achieve security, that programs can be devised which 
will Ttaeet-cur fr&e society* s need for both security and freedom*" 
A REGULAR WEEKLY SB R VICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED © REQUEST, 
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MALIK j^ V^ |T {^ LECTURE TOUR 

Patrick Murphy Malin, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union,, 
left last week for England where he will spend the next two months lecturing on 
American civil liberties « 

Mr, Malin* s trip is at the invitation of Buskin College of Oxford University- and 
the English Speaking Union of the Com*a0nt*e^1% and he will also speak before 
numerous business* labor, educational^ j^ojr#^si^»al groups, including the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs an& tn'^ Educational Association* In all, 

he wi.ll deliver between 25 and 30 lectures befo^fe academic and non-academic 
audiences in cities in England, Wales # and Scotland between April 21 and June 15. 

*ln discussing his trip abroad,. .Mr.* Mal±n emphasAzeg^^t his talks would cover 
civil -liberties problems concerning both non^s ecuritgr and security issues * Four 
main topics will be treated* (1) a general siiryey o£ American civil liberties, 
(2) security-loyalty programs and congressional investigations, (3) schools and the 
fcass media, and (U) race relations and labor* "The success of this country in 
preserving and extending civil liberties as the inps% important single factor for the 
future of democracy and peace in the world," he said* "And outside of the people 
J.n the United States, it is most impprtaht Chat the people of Britain understand 
"t>oth our problems and our degree of success and failure in dealing with these 
problems e I hope that my talks will, in some small measure, lead to this ^improved 
understanding 

Mr 0 Malin said that his trip is purely private and is not being conducted under 
gov^rTtraent auspices* ' 

IMPORTANT ILLINOIS CHURC H-STATE CASE MOVES CLOSER TO DECISION 

The case of Mrs* Dorothy Larson, a mother of the Lutheran faith who has claimed 
that her children attend a public school which is, in fact, a Catholic parochial 
school,, is moving closer to a final decision. McHenry County Circuit Judge Bernard 
pecker has ruled that recent changes instituted by the Johnsburg,^ Illinois school 
Authorities were not sufficient- to make the case moot. Judge Decker Jias alsa rjAjgd 
£a.vorably on the appeal of the* County Superintendent of Schools and the State Super- 
intendent of Public instruction that they "be dismissed as defendants in the suit, 
the Illinois ACLU, which is backing the case, now hopes the issue will be tried 
<m its merits in the near future* 

~Zn her original complaint, Mrs. Larson charged that all teachers at the Johnsburg 
school wore Catholic robes, that school time was devoted to the study arid recitation 
of batholic prayers, that teachers encouraged pupils to adopt a particular religious 
philosophy, that many text books are parochial texts promoting the Catholic religxon 
ind that classrooms have been profusely decorated with symbols of the Roman Catholic 
&ith, - 

After the Larson suit was filed in June, 1903, all the nuns resigned from the 
school and the local diocesan authorities announced that a regular parochial school 
would be opened in the fall* At this ppint the local school board argued that since 
the Johnsburg school was free of sectarian teachers, the case was moot* 

"?he action by Judge Decker that the case was not moot upheld the Illinois ACLU 
argument that the defendants "sought to avoid a legal decision ©n their misuse of 
public office and public funds by making changes (in the public school program) 

— a£k.Qx*_tHa^uit^>was— filed „*t — - — _ — * — » — _____ - — — 

« 

, 2fo pointing out the importance of obtaining a final, legal decision in the Larson 
Wse, the ACLU brief stressed the following points i 

! "The plaintiff has a r-Lght to protection against future violations* This can only 
assured by a court decision on the legality of the challenged acts* 

^$±nce these practices are prevalent in 30 other schools, the dismissal of. the 
fcase would mean that other citiaens would have to file separate suits, but might 
n^Ver obtain a decision clearly setting forth their rights „ 

^State officials have admitted that they do not know whether t&©s<e practices are 
illegal* But they have consistently refused to take action to determine the^r legal* 



i^-.n 



in an attempt to prove that the changes in the administration of the Johnsburg 
El^aentary School were not made in good faith, the amended complaint presented the 
f o&Icwiaog facts: 
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it 

"School directors Unlawfully removed public property from the * Johnsburg Elementary 
School to the newly established^ St « John«&. Catholic Parochial School* School direc- 
tors have deliberately discouraged registration in the Elementary School for the . 
term 1°53~51±. The school was deliberately under-staffed. Only one teacher was 
hired to teach 8 grades until Mrs * Larson found another teacher who was subsequently 
hired under pressure from the community." 

P HILADELPHIA ACLU DEPENDS FEDERAL HABEAS CORPUS AGAINST STATE OBJECTION . 

The Philadelphia ACLU is challenging the contention of Pennsylvania, joined by 
111 other states, that Federal courts cannot constitutionally grant writs of habeas 
corpus in cases of state jurisdiction* A federal law,, passed in 1867, specifically 
gives the lower federal court the powjfcr to issue writs of habeas corpus whenever 
it rules that liberty has been restrained in violation of federal law. 

This important legal dispute grows out of the case of Theodore Elliott* who was 
sentenced to death after pleading, guilty on a charge of murder. The court, in 
imposing the death penalty rather than life imprisonment, was guided by the report 
of a court-appointed psychiatrist that Elliott "shows no evidence of being mentally 

u**-! T ** e P s 3^ hiatrist * a Dr, Drayton, was himself committed to a mental hospital 
shortly after his report, which x\ras at variance with a long series of earlier 
reports on. Elliott who had a protracted history of mental deficiency. 

After having exhausted other remedies, Elliott* s court-appointed counsel took the 
case to the federal courts, seeking. a writ of habeas corpus on the grounds that 
Elliott will be executed in violation of due process of law, since the only evidence - 
at the trial was the report of a psychiatrist later found to be mentally ill. The 
petition for habeas corpus was argued before the Court of Appeals in Philadelphia 
last December, at which time the Attorney General of the Commonwealth,* in. opposing 
the petition, argued that the 1867 Federal law empowering the federal courts to 
issue writs of habeas corpus against the states is unconstitutional. 

The court, reserving a decision on the petition, asked both sides to file further 
briefs, and at this point the Philadelphia ACLU filed an amicus brief to answer the 
.Commonwealth* s contention. Meanwhile, Ux states have joined Pennsylvania in ' 
questioning the constitutionality of the 1867 law, the first time such an argument 
has .ever been made. 

The ACLU brief, prepared by Lois Forer and David Berger, members of the Philadel- 
phia ACLU Committee on Police* Practices and Criminal Justice, quotes Supreme Court 
Justice Harlants opinion of 1885 (Ex Parte Royall), "That the petitioner is held 
under the authority of ;a. State cannot affect the question of the power or jurisdic- 
tion of the Circuit Court to inquire into the cause of his commitment, and to dis- 
charge him if he be restrained of his liberty in violation of the Constitution." 

Recourse to the federal courts, the ACLU points out, is indispensable as a 
restraint upon the states' denial to prisoners of due process of law. "States will 
frequently refrain from unconstitutional action," the brief states, "simp3y because 
federal courts exist which will take counteraction to enforce federally protected 
rights... Striking proof in support of this is found in the statement of the Firs.t 
Assistant District Attorney of Philadelphia County that *The administration of 
^^U^^ 1 justice in Philadelphia has been greatly improved by our knowing the doors 
ot the United States District Court are open to any man whom we try unconstitution- 
ally f. 1 

"Pennsylvania, no less than other states, has from time to time denied prisoners 
due process of law. Only as a result of federal intervention has there been any 
correction of these abuses in Pennsylvania and other states..." 

WM YORK ACLU REQUEST TO VETO MOVIE CENSORS HIP BIILS^^FAILS 

New Xork Governor Thomas E. Dewey last week approved two bills passed by the state 
legislature aimed at strengthening the present motion picture censorship law. The a 
bills 1 were strongly opposed by the New Xork Civil Liberties Union, the Motion Pic- ' 
ture Association of America, and other .anti- censorship film groups. —4 

In ^ n ^ mo ^ andum to the Governor, prepared by Emanuel Hedfield, special counsel for ^ 
•one KXCLU, local ACLU branch, it was pointed out that the .bills were meant to over- 
come Supreme Court decisions on the extent of censorship by defining the term "im- 
moral" and "tend to corrupt morals" in the state education law. 

According to Mr. Redfield, "The proposed amendments are unconstitutional and do 
not overcome the indef initeness of the present law* When censors can decide what is 
good for the thoughts, of persons* we have the foulest type of censorship. If there 
is literature to- prove that Shakespeare was motivated to produce an erotic, play, 
tla^n under the proposed law the play cannot be shown as a motion picture." 

Passage of tlie^ bills were expected to open another round in the battle against 
state censorship, with emphasis on new test cases to challenge the law. 
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April 26, 19$h 

s & jb,+ cs^ hies t spe ech: (bounds 

F h ® American Civil Liberties Union last week condemned the osUnlnal libel iiidict- 
^tJZ Fulton Lewis, Jr* by the state of Maryland as a serious inter- 

Terence with freedom of speech* * * 

- „ Lewis, a radio commentator, was indicted on February 26 by a grand jury 
of SWMaryts County for criminal libel. The indictment charged that the libel 
occurred in a letter Lewis wrote to Maryland Governor Theodore McKeldin "unlawfully 
and maliciously devising and intending to traduce, defame, and villify" the trial 
^agxstrate and the substitute trial magistrate of St. Mary* s County and to "bring 
y he adminxstration of Justice by them to contempt," Lewis* letter to Governor 
McKeldin stated that Judge J* D» Hurry, Sr* "is completely incompetent, physically 

%a iX > as mentally, and has rarely been able to sit on the bench since he took 
fr±ice*» It also attacked the substitute magistratets "mental, philosophical, and 
^emperamental equipment" as so "inadequate" as to contribute to the "disintegration 
&pd demoralization of law enforcement throughout this section©* Lewis also charged 
tfjat the court was lax in enforcement of traffic laws, particularly drunken driving 
°5 SS 3 ® 8 * Lewis ha - s been engaged in a controversy with the law-enforcement officers 
o£ tile county over enforcement of lienor laws* 

, ,^ a ^ i ?^ Murphgr MaiLn, the„ACLU« s^exeputive. dir_ecjto3? >t .jinJhis ^sj^tement ^said^ ^he 
indictment brought against Mr. Lewis is a shocking abridgment of free speech and 
tiie right of a citizen to petition the government for redress of grievances* Basic 
to our democratic faith is the riglit of a citizen to criticize governmental functions 
and to be privileged in his petitioning for the correction of such abuses <, Shese are 
£ $orjie of our sharpest weapons in our defense of the Bill of Rights against Comenunist 
totalitarianism©" " 

" - 

\ ^"TAINTED* CONFESSION CASE REACHES U»S. SUPREME COURT 



Cot 



^ complex murder confession case will be argued this week in the U.»S* Supreme 
ft by counsel for the New York Civil Liberties Union* 



^ £ as< * ix > volve s the question of whether confessions made by Camile Weston Leyra 
Should have, been used as evidence against him since they were made after a psychia- 
trist for the District Attorney* s office gained Leyra* s confidence by treating him 
+£ r 4.\ SinaS cohdition ai * d then promised,, on authorization of the District Attorney, 
' woUld no ^ be charged with first degree murder* The original confession was 

eC * by the P olic! ^p and immediately Leyra was interviewed by a police captain 
and two representatives of the District Attorney* s office and he confessed for. a 
fe*v$ond tig&e 0 



to S. u convicted in X9$Q Tor the brutal hammer killing of his parents c 

Skft A» ^S^st court, the Court of Appeals, 1 reversed the conviction because of 

yie manner m which the first confession had been obtained ♦ Leyra was then tried 
hv£i? ^2 a A conv Jo*©d of first degree murder for killing his father* The New York 
n? Appeals affirmed the conviction and. the. tUS* Supreme Court denied a review 

W CaS ?*2 At ^is- point, Osmond K. Fraenliel*/ theJtfYdLU?s counsel, moved for a . 
I^?Jr ^T^tl cor P ras toe Federal District Court; it was denied and the U*S. Court 

?? ea i 3 f-" irmed the denial ♦ The Supreme Court argument this week wilX be on, the 
denial of the. habtaas corpus writ* ^iiS^ Jffi$ ' 

KwTf,,*? w±t was argued before ^e> tfWo Court of Appeals, Fraenkel sal^i^&^I£^ E 
SL. T re ±s n °tbing in the redord to indicate that either Captain M§ena18an &r 1954 
?t f r ^p x 'P sentat ives of the District Attorney* s office did anything to disabuse 

1S54 1 

BYKLY SSRVIOB. FURTH&Bt INFORMATION FURNISHED ON IS IS Q jtf £ 3^7^ 



murder* 

LAR 



Wi 



] t ' ^ 353J.8 

Weeicly Bulletin #161*3 " -2- April 26, 195U 

"It is (Leyra*s) contention therefore that the confessions to Captain Meenahan 
and the representatives of the District Attorney's office are subject to the same 
taint as was* the confession to Dr* Helfand as a matter of law, and that the court 
at the second trial should not have submitted these confessions to the . jury .There 
was no break in taj^e^ there was both coercion and inducement* All. the challenged 
confessions are, in effect, but one and must fall with the conceded taint of the 
first*" 

At the second trial, the judge told the that the second confessions could not 

be considered unless it was convinced beyohl & reasonable doubt that the coercion 
a*id promises of leniency involved in the first, confession had not extended over and 
arreted these confessions * In the Circuit Court of Appeals 2-1 decision affirming 
t -is* -denial of the writ, Justice Glark wrote that there was a conflict of testimony 
b^'f^een two expert psychiatrists as tp whether the second- confessions were voluntary 
an-** that the threats and promises were so interconnected that the jury properly 
decided the two issues together* Justice 2»rank$ dissenting, held that while the 
t?S.«il judge* s charge to the jury was correct, there was absolutely no proof to over- 
opus the inference of a persisting influence of Dr* Helfand .'s promises and that to 
a^low the jury to consider the question was a denial of due process * He also said 
that the threats which accompanied the promises would serve not to reduce the 
promises but to underscore them* 

ACLU URGES MAINTAINING - OF DIVERSITY IN MERGED WASHINGTON POST-TIMES HERALD 

The American Civil Liberties Union recently urged the newly merged Itfashington 
P° s "fc and Times -Herald to maintain diversity both in the selection of news and in the 
presentation or special columnists* The Post , owned by Eugene M Q y e r, recently pur- 
chased the Times -He raid, property of Col* Eobert H* McCormi^for $8,000,000* 

In a letter to Mr* Philip Graham, Publisher of the Post and Times -Her aid , the 
ACLU's executive director, Patrick Murphy Malin, said ,f the principle of free speech 
can best be exercised and extended if a variety of channels of communication are 
available to the public* 

!l »**the Union has long been concerned with the contraction -of American newspapers, 
both weeklies and dailies, for we believe the principle of free speech- pan best be 
exercised and extended if a variety of channels of communication are available to the 
public « We have endeavored to encourage a widening of the channels p£ communication, 
also, because of our belief that the strength and growth of our democratic society 
depend on this diversity of communication. Only by the fullest coverage of the news 
and the exchange of different points of views, - through nex*spapers and other communi- 
cation media, is the public able to mold its opinions on the vital questions that 
confront our democracy* Our belief is, that ideas -good and bad*- which are freely 
debated in the marketplace, represent the great reservoir of strength which supports 
the democratic system*" 

The ACLU* s study of the contracting newspaper .market has shown the many practical, 
economic factors that have caused newspapers to cease "publication and sell their 
properties, Malin said* «But where consolidation occurs, increased responsibility 
is placed on the existing newspaper to maintain for the public diversity, both in the 
selection of news and the presentation of opinion through specials columns, even 
though a particular opinion^ may not agree with the editorial policy of the newspaper* 
The protection and encouragement of diversity is the first line of defense for a 
newspaper, for its own, right of expression is only as. strong as the right of express 
sion generally is protected*" 



In publishing the Malin letter in its April 9 edition, the post and Times-Herald * 
quoted a recent statement by its publisher in an editorial note; "We must be doubly 
careful, in news and even through independent commentators, to present a full 

icture of all points of view* We must be quick to correct our errors when they 

ccur, as they inevitably 'will, 

"iet with all this, we cannot abdicate another responsibility — namely, of saying 
what we think, and saying it fully, so long as we restrict this opinion to our 
editorial columns**? 



Herbert Monte Levy 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
170 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK I0,N.Y. 

OREGON 5*5990 



April 28, 19& 




Mr. Louis Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Washington, D.C. C> /, / . '/ . / 

Dear Lou: , , 

Many thanks for your note of April 27. I shall call you 
first -thing Monday morning to see when we can best get together. 
I will be staying at the Hotel 2^00. I look forward to seeing 



you again. 



Sincerely, 



HML/jj 



MAY 2 TO 






Herbert MohteXevy 



70193 




ApsSl 27* 1954 



14r« Herbert Mmt. - , „ 
170 i*iltfe Aveaue ' ^ 
New Tork Nfe^f T<»& 

Pear .Herb; 



u . f L i U- . -f 



I appreciated your aete «£' April 23rd a^vtsiB^ of yo$* plaas. 
tT^ortuaately, I will prolba&ly Jialre to out o£ isms* ofe ^tar4a<f guspay,r 
May 1s t asd 2nd., X will be i» ftp office ocs 24©3&fey, M*F 3ra> bsrfe will k&vu 
to leaire for aa outside app&4itoenfc sarouaji^S p.sa, in &m gUfSTmssst* % wi& 
fee glad to seo fpte, prior to t&at time* 3f t&e meantime, -grop s^e: & &ote as 
to is&er*. yott -srall fce so I «an sail you if %y -W chasten »7 5*a»* *&o«I<l cisaioge 



Witfe *«rery goo& wis!?* 



- i 



Herbert Monte Levy 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
170 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK I0 7 N. Y. 

OREGON 5-5990 




April 23, 19& 



Mr* Louis V. Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington^ D. C # 

Dear Lou: $ tYt - « c ^ ' 1 

. ' * .- 

I shall be in Washington on May 1 through May 3* I shall be going down 
with my wife, and we plan to take in the sights on Saturday and Sunday, 
while I will be seeing the Solicitor General on Monday, May 3* 

I should like to drop in to see you that day (or on Saturday or Sunday,* 
if that would be more convenient for you), both to discuss a few items 
with you and so that my wife can have the pleasure of meeting you. Would 
you suggest any particular time? My appointment with the Solicitor 
General will probably be around -2:30 p»m« 

One item I will want to discuss with you is an attempt I plan to make to 
get Paul Eobeson out of the Communist Party* Therefore, I should greatly 
appreciate it if you could give me any information on his current mental 
attitudes or suggested ways of approaching this* I will be much less 
enigmatic when I see you* 

With kindest personal regards, I am 



Sincerely, 









STANDARD FORM NO. 94 



Office Memorandum 




TO 



FROM : 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. T pis on, 
L. B, Nichols 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: Ma >Y 12 > ^ 




. Trotter 

tfimerrowd 
Tele. Room _ 
Hollo man 





IrviKb^Farmaii^ W a shing ton/ r epr e s exit ative of the Americ an 
Civil Liberties Union,* called. He £ad recently recommended that the 
XCCXT'send^ intervals to their various affiliates .significa; 

contributions: to the Understanding of "Communism. He had recommended 
they send put the Director's question and answer article in the March issue 
of the American Legion publication/ Xhe ACJLtl, has How approved this and 
Ferman was wondering if this was* agreeable waSE us and if we could give 
him copies. ^1 told him X would check to see if we had any copies. 

I subsequently 'called Ferman back and told him our supply 
-had been exhausted; that anyway we felt that since the article had been 
done for the America^ Legipn Magazine, that it would be necessary for him 
to. get the approval ;of the American Legion and perhaps they might have 
copies.* He stated he would .check with Lee: Pennington. 

I happened to .see 'Pennington ^hprtly after this conversation 
and J told him of it. * Pennington stated they had. reprints and -should be glad 
to make them available. 



cc: M r » Belmont 
Mr Jpnes 



LBN: MP 





5 % MAY 211 
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ACLU APPLAUDS BROWNELfc DBftlSIOfr tiOT TO DECLASSIFY FBI REPORT 

The decision of Attorney General BrownelJ not to declassify the secret ^g£ y repor£ 
•which indluded information pertaining- to the loyalty "of persons" employed at Fort 
Monmouth , one* of "last week to major high points in the Senate's hearings jLn^ the Arny» 
McCarthy dispute, was hailed by ACLU. 

In a telegram to the Attorney General,. ACLU Board Chairman Ernest AngeJX said the 
decision "recognized the need for observance of full due process where disclosure of 
investigative file information is concerned. 1 * The telegram also expressed th^ 
Union's gratification that in FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover *s report to Army Intelli- 

Igence on the Fort Monmouth situation no evaluation was made of the information FBI 
agents had gathered. "This recognized the essential point in our democratic society- 
of separating the investigative function from the executive's responsibility of 
making the decision*" 



Th<§ gull text of the telegram follows J 



"On ^e^talf of the American Civil Liberties Union, I wish to express our approval 
of your- decision not to declassify the secret FBI report containing information 
pertaining to the loyalty of persons employed at Fort Monmouth. This decision 
recognised the need for observance * of full due process where disclosure of investiga- 
tive file inf oration is concerned. The 'ACLU believes that specific FBI information 
concerning d.ndivi?iaals, can,, .and at times,, .must be revealed in/proper f orums- jto _ 
executive agencies, -oof ore grand juries, in open court -trials, and in loyalty and 
secur£%^ proceedings- but such revelation is" of an utterly different nature from 
revelation, in a public congressional hearing, without established judicial safeguard. 
Disclosure of investigative information concerning particular individuals before a 
congressional committee, cuts across the very essence of the Fifth and Sixth Amend- 
ments, particularly the right of individuals charged to confront and cross-examine 
their accusers and to refute accusations. To have placed their names before an 
audience of millions of television viewers without an opportunity to defend' them- 
selves would have been contrary to tho American tradition of fair treatment, which 
is the heart of our respect for due process* Wo are, also gratified to learn that 
in FBI Director Hoover^ proper repoi-t to Army Intelligence he made no evaluation^ 
of the information FBI agents had gathered. This recognized the essential point in 
our democratic society of separating the investigative function from the executive's 
responsibility of making the decision." 

- DEADLOCK ON PASSPORT ACTION BROKEN AS DULLES APPOINTS APPEAL BOARD 

. Secretary of Estate ~John Foster Dulles, by appointing a seven-man Appeals Board 
\ to the State Departments Passport Division, lias at last broughi^o fruition a 
' J recommendation the ACLU first proposed in 1952. /%^r^j\^_ * 

The Appeals Board regulations provide that applicanlM^^no^^^^^^d passports 
"cy the Passport' Division may appeal their case to the BparTdA%l3a^wi=33: !f have the right 
of ' counsel at a formal hearing where the usual rules of evidence willjapply* Former 
ly, the Passport Division could thwart the intent of the new rules "by simply failing 
£o reach a final decision in controversial cases. Delay on a passport decision is 
the equivalent of denial, but 'delay could not be subject to appeal until the Board 
was appointed and functioning* ^^/^^^^w---**^-- ^ — — 

Secretary Dulles * action was finally prompted' by %he case of Martin Kamcn, a 
radiochemist at Washington University, St. Louis, who had been repeatedly frustratec 
in his attempts to gain a passport. His attorney filed suit' in a Washington, D.C. 
Federal Court, asking that Secretary Dulles and Ruth Shipley, head of tho Passport 
Division, be ordered to make a decision in the Kamen case.^ Five days later the* 
Appeals Board was appointed, the Passport Division having decided against Kamcn* 

,X ACLU originally became interested in ./the matter through the case of Mss Anne^ 
^Jaue».^TOiter. whose passport was revoked without explanation in 1952* A. special 

re <^v^Am^Ed-m.f^&,k vi oe. further information furnished on request. 
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Federal Court found, in- a tost case brought by ACLU, that Miss Bauer f s constitutional 
guarantee of due process had be0n infringed a,nd that the State Department must' revise 
its passpprt procedures. Following this Pean Aches on, then Secretary 6f State, 
issued the new regulations in which the Appeals Board was created, but loft the' 
actual Appointments to his successor,, Bauer has still not been given a hearing, 
however* 

The Union is currently revio.w$j^> %kc? ^w&cjSfe* passport problem for the purpose" of 



property tax exemptions is being challenged in, a court test which may finally decide 
the issue* 

In the first reported legal action, %h& J^p&t Methodist Church of San Leandro 
asked the state Supreme Court to ^o±*ce $ jameda county assessor to grant the 
church a tax exemption without rejguiri^g; & 3^aaty oath. In a suit sponsored by the 
American Civil Liberties Union of ^or^ftf^ daiifomia, the church contended the 
loyalty oath law is unconstitutional on grounds that it abridges freedom of religion, 
speech, and assembly* > 

Several other California groups previously had refused to sign the prescribed 
loyalty oath, among* them seven churches in the San Francisco 'Bay area, a Methodist 
church in Inglewood, the American Friends Service Committee 3 a Quaker meeting, the 
Unitarian church in I*os Angeles, and a Jewish temple in Sherman Oaks. Other churches, 
while signing the oath, simultaneously registered strong protests against the new law* 

In the forefront of the fight against' the statute are both the Northern and^ 
Southern California branches of the ACLU, which opposed it before its passage in 1952. 

The oath requires the taxpayer wishing to claim exemptions to affirm that he "does 
not advocate the overthrow of the United States or the State of California by force 
or violence or other unlawful means, nor advocate the support of a foreign govern- 
ment against the United States in event of hostilities. 11 

The legislation also covers veterans seeking exemptions and individuals- who claim 
deductions for donations to religious, charitable, scientific, literary, social wel- 
fare and educational organizations* A suit challenging the constitutionality of the 
law as applied to veterans has been filed by the Southern California ACLU branch in 
behalf of Nathaniel Bliss. 

In a statement filed in March> the First Methodist Church of San Leandro declared: 

"The Church's -first and highest loyalty is to God$ if this loyalty conflicts with 
bur loyalty to the state and nation, we believe that we serve our state and nation 
best by remaining true to God." „ * 



District Attorney -Thomas Lynch of San Francisco has refused to reveal to the 
Northern California American CiviiL Liberties Union the "yardstick" by which he 
3u&ged certain publications to be ebscene and ordered them seized by police* 

On January 14,^ t s even arrests were* made in' seven of the dity's magazine and book- 
shops. Seventy books, 600 magazines, and 27,500 photographs were seized £or alleged 
obscenity. 

Ernest Besig* director of the Northern California ACLU, in a letter to Lynch 
subsequently said that the apparent test for obscenity was the portrayal of nudes*. 
He asked who made the decisions bn what was obscene an^ why were certain publicatxons 
seized and others left untouched. 

Besig protested the District Attorney's refusal to discuss- the matter with ACLU 
and urged him to reconsider his position* 

"We do not question 3rour duty to rid the news stands of pornographic literature. 
But we do challenge a blind seizure of publications and an assumption 'that nudity xs 
obscene per se« Such procedure smacks of .censorship, " - Besig declared. 




DISTRICT ATTORNEY REFUSES TO DISCUSS CENSORSHIP TESTS 



§ 




IRVING EERMAN 



Dj^ector, Washington, d. c. Office 
^American Civil liberties Union 



7 



May 10, 1954 



My dear Mr* Nichols; 25S±± 
I am attaching herewith a copy of a 

press release issued last week which might be 

of interest to you. 

With best wishes, 



tffl?* Louis B, Nichols 



Very truly yours, 

irvinSerian 



^ fe^e^Si Bureau of Investigation 



faSBington, D.C. 



Vj 
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Counsel 



FROMs Washington, D W C. Office 

412 Eifth Street, N» W. * 3531S 
REpublic 8123 

IRVING HERMAN, DIRECTOR 

May 6, 195*4- 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



The American Civil Liberties Union today expressed its approval 
of Attorney-General Brownell f s refusal to declassify the much discussed 
FBI report for the Special Inquiry on the Army -McCarthy Charges* 



The following is a .text of a telegram sent to Attorney General 
Brownell "by Ernest Angell, Chairman "of the ACLU's Board of Directors: 

"On "behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union, I 
wish to express pur approval for your decision not to de- 
classify the secret FBI report containing information 
pertaining to the loyalty of persons employed at Fort 
Monmouth* Your decision recognized the need for observance 
of full due process where a disclosure of investigative 
material is involved. The ACLU believes that specific 
FBI information concerning individuals can, and at times, 
must be revealed in proper form to executive agencies, 
before grand juries , in open court trials, and in" ■ 
loyalty and secLirity proceedings - but such revelation 
is of an utterly different nature from revelation in a 
Congressional public hearing without established Judi- 
cial safeguards, particularly the right of individuals 
charged to confront and cross examine their accusers 
and to refute accusations. To have placed their names 
before an audience of millions of Television viewers 
without an opportunity to defend themselves, wpuld have 
"been contrary to the American tradition of fair treatment 
which is the heart of our respect for due process. We 
are also gratified to learn that in FBI Director Hoover ^s 
proper report to Army Intelligence' he made no evaluation 
of the information. FBI agen*bs had gathered. This recog- 
nized the essential practice in our Democratic Society of 
separating the investigative function from the executive „ 
responsibility to make decisions." 
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FCC HEARING TO STUDY RADlO-gV DEBATE ATTACKS T TRGED' BY ACLU 



Mr. Holltjman. 
Mj^g Qandy 




No-ting the increasing public concern over the use of radio and televisi on fur 
debates involving "charges and counter-charges , vituperation and innuend oU^ee^- 
individuals," the American Civil Liberties Union last week called on the Federal ^ 
Communications Commission to hold public hearings on the issue of equal time to ^SP^y 
to attacks. 

In a letter to FCC chairman, Rosel Hyde, Ernest Angell, chairman of the 
of Directors , saidt 

"We recognize that no hard and fast rules can adequately cover the innt 
contingencies arising in this complex field of broadcast policy, especiallj^injriew 
of the difficulties caused by the fact that air time is not ^unlimited. On tFl^other 
hand, in view of the obvious confusion and need for clarification, we feel the time 
is ripe for searching' review of how this matter can best be' handled in the public 
interest, convenience, and necessity. Further clarification and restatement is 
required of the FCC*s regulatory functions, of licensees responsibilities, of the 

* rights' 1 of individuals to air time and the public's needs and interest. Such a 
hearing should also develop improvements in the ethics of controversy and the moans 

of handling controversy. 11 

The -* ACLU letrter lis ted ~ -five 1 relc vant - ' f -~pr ±nx*SpIte s *,~ *wh±clr> -it said-,- do-not deal— ^ 
adequately with the question of fair play' in "broadcast controversy." These are: 
"(1) The principle of equal time for political candidates to reply to attacks % Q2; 
the. general rule and ethical principle that those attacked should have some right to 
respond — recognized in past FCC rulings 5 (3) the rights of supporters of ^olitica^- 
candidates; (4) the requirement of generally balanced presentation of points of view 
of controversial issues; (5) the requirement that a licensee must seek out represen- 
tatives of all points of view. 11 While clear in themselves, the ACLU a aid,* the prin- 
ciples precise application to the present controversy over equal time is far from 
cl<iar t 

The FCC hearing, the ACLU concluded, would provide an opportunity for "sober corir 
sidered review of all the problems involved, would contribute substantially to the 
education of the public, to the enlightenment of broadcast licensees and resolution 
of fears and perplexities now widely current." 

The ACLU letter was written after discussion of the problem by the Union's Radio- 
TV Committee. A subcommittee is studying the complex issue 'further, with an eye 
toward presenting ACLU*s views publicly at the FCC hearings. 

_ THREAT OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE CENSOR AGAINST CHAPLIN FIL M FAILS 



The Firsi> Unitarian Church of Memphis, Tennessee refused to bow to the pressure 
of official^censogTLloyd T. Binford recently and showed the Charlie Chaplin film, 
"Carmen/ despite Binford *s ban and his threat to send police to halt exhibition of 
*.-u~ +ah~ WinfordOiad acted on the basis 'of Chaplin » s, " characjberj* and without 



the film. 

viewing the-^ilm.. o 



After fiSst caSing off the film showing, which was^ggfo %% ^gg^gular church film 
"•orogram desi%ned fp* of f er pictures not ordinarily seen in rpgular commercial y ^ 
theatres, the church t s ' trustees screened the' film and^^iad notha^a@«Qb jcctionable* 
The Rev. Richard Gibbs, pastor of the church, announced the reversal, of position. 
"This is not done in the spirit of controversy or self -righteousness V Wo simply 
.feel that a principle is at stake here, whether .a group of mature people shall be 
told what or who is morally fit, for them- to be associated with in their church life 1 . 

$p 2^Un 241954 - \LJ2£c^^ t 
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\SHED ON REQUEST j 



Weekly Bulletin #1646 . - , « , ,., . , , ^ May 17* 1954 

The ACLU J s National Council on Freedom From Censorship had protested the Binford 
ban. Playwright Elmer Rice, chairman of the Council,- wired Binford that the Union 
vigorously protested his rr arbitrary action in banning a film which apparently violat- 
ed no law. Freedom of speech- which f belongs to: the screen as well as the press., 
cannot flourish if a censor f s- threat^ based not on the picture's content but on a 
performer *s personal life, can stop a church frpm' showing a film. If a performer f s 
personal life'is the criterion for judging a film, certainly the church group, not 
a city censor, was the body to decide! if the film should bo shown," 

SUPREME COURT DECISION UPHOLDS :£>UE .P&OGESS , MAY BE APPLIED TO OTHER CASES 
r— r- ; -j, ^ : 

The U,S* Supreme Court, in a close] 5-4 decision,, held recently that due process 
'was violated when the Attorney General, sought to influence the decision of the Board 
of Immigration Appeals in a deportation case, * 

353GB 

The case involved Joseph Accardi, twho was deportable, but who applied for a sus- 
pension* of deportation, which may be granted, in the discretion of the Attorney 
General I When the suspension was denied,, he appealed to the Board of Immigration 
Appeals, However, prior to the Board's decision, Accardi claimed, the Attorney 
General circulated a confidential Ust of "unsavory characters , 11 which included his 
name, and this made it impossible for the? Board to exercise independent judgment wher 
it turned down his appeal. 

The majority opinion' of the high court, written by Justice Tom Clark, himself a 
former Attorney General, upheld Accardi *s claim that the list and related publicity 
"amounted to public prejudgment by the Attorney General," Clark hold that the law 
required the Board to exercise its own judgment, even though the Attorney General 
may override its decision. Since Accardi charged that the Board had failed to use 
its own discretion, contrary to the regulations, he should be given a chance in court 
to prove this* The court held that if this could be proved, he should receive a new 
hearing before the Board, the list should be cancelled or recalled, and the Board 
should exercise' its own judgment,- He must be "afforded the due process required by 
the regulations," Clark said. 

In a dissenting opinion, Justice Jackson, joined by Justices Reed, Burton, and 
Minton, said that since Accardi was so clearly deportable; the Attorney General *s 
exercise of discretion is not subject to judicial control, and moreover , Accardi has 
no right to suspension as a matter of law,' Arguing that the Attorney General's 
decision not to suspend deportation is law, the justices said, "We do not think its 
validity can be impeached hy showing that he over-influenced members of his own staff 
whose opinion, in any event, would be only advisory," 

The Supreme Court's decision "may have bearing on throe other cases in which due 
process points are at issue * One is the suit brought by the National Lawyers Guild 
against the Attorney General barring him from listing it on his "subversive" list, 
an which the Guild argues that the government's action is illegal because the Attor- 
ney General prejudged the issue before a hearing and thus violated due process * The 
ACLU has publicly supported -this contention, "While the NLG case is* expected to 
involve several legal, skirmishes before a final decision is. reached, the Supreme' 
Courts decision should aid the NLG position. The second case concerns a couple, 
Mr, and Mrs, Carlos Maetzu, who have been denied 'suspension, in part, on the basis 
of confidential material never disclosed to them. The ACLU took the case to court, 
where it ha's been pending awaiting the outcome of the Accardi decision, to establish 
that even though there was no legal right to suspension of deportation, due process 
had to be granted before denying suspension, and tho use of confidential information, 
which the ITaetsius never knew and never had a change trhdrefore to rebut > violated due 
process • The Accardi decision gives hope that ACLU Hfco.il eventually- -wi-nr -the-Maetssu 
case, too, A third case, the Matranga case, whiLcfe involves the same iss.ue, is now 
before the Supreme Court for review, 

- ILLINOIS ACLU UNIT CHANGES NAKB 

The ACLU T s affiliate in Illinois has recently , changed its name to the American 
Civil Liberties Union, Illinois -Division, Previously, the group had been called the 
Chicago Division of the ACLU* 

The action was taken, according to Edward H* Meyerding, executive director, to 
end the confusion between 'the ACLU unit and a group which called itself the Chicago 
Civil Liberties Committee, „In urging tho publication and circulation of this change, 
of name*, Meyerding noted that there is not only no relationship between the two - 
groups in recent years,, but that in addition there was "an unfriendly feeling" 
between them. 
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In the 'late 1920* s, ACLU helped in the creation of the Chicago Civil Liberties 

In 1940, ACLU adopted a resolution stating that it was inappropriate for a person 
to serve on the governing committees or on the staffs of ACLU who was a member of or 
indicated by public statements that he 'believed in the principles of groups support- 
ing totalitarian dictatorship^ in W^t^y* 

At this point, the Chicago gro*up*& l^ard ^gibers divided over the question oi^ 
whether the civil liberties of eve^^h&'^houid be supported or 'whether, as the Civil 
Liberties Committee executive secret&r^ Ir<£ X&timcr> believed, there should be 
partisan defense of civil liberties. 

Because of differences over policies, and personnel, ACLU notified the group that 
it would be disaffiliated unless it '"Were changed* At about the saimo time, some of > 
the members of the Chicago Conmittoe and seme Of the board members withdrew from the 
group . The Committee then served notice that it had disaffiliated itself from ACLU. 

In 1945, the national ACLU aided diji the establishment of the Chicago Division of 
ACLU, now the Illinois Division* ^>o3JLO 

ALLEGED FALSE ARREST CASE SETTLED OUT OF COURT 

A civil suit by a priest of a smalls non-papal " Catholic sect, Father Gregory^ 
Reynolds, who charged the city of Rochester, N. Y*, with false arrest and malicious 
persecution was recently settled out of court for $300. The settlement rv\do the 
proffered legal assistance of the American Civil Liberties Union unnecessary* 

Father Gregory, a native of Rochester, started preparation for the Roman Catholic 
priesthood. Unable to accept certain dogma, he turned to the Old Catholic Church— 
a group which 'split from the Roman Catholic Church in 1670 over the edict of papal 
infallibility. Father Gregory had been conducting services in a rented hall* 

He was arrested last September 9, while on his way to mail notices of church 
, activities along with his associate Father Campbell. Father Gregory has' stated that 
1 no charge was made against them and they .'were not booked for any offense, although — 
| both men were questioned for three hours. " 

Father Campbell was finally allowed to telephone Reverend Walter Cowen of Christ 
Lutheran Church, who arrived at Police Headquarters accompanied by Father Gregory s - 
lawyer, Epi. Milaszo, in whose custody Father Gregory and Father Campbell were 
released. Upon the advice of his attorney, Father Gregory instituted his suit for 
malicious persecution and false imprisonment against the police detectives* 

In informing the national ACLU of the settlement, ACLU attorney Arthur Rothjean 
stated that before the settlement he had discussed' the case with the Rochester cniei 
of Police and with Father Gregory and his attorney, and informed them of the- ACLU s 
support of Father Gregory's, suit. He, added that the settlement means that the Police 
Department admits that it*invaded the rights of Father Gregory in taking him into 
custody without a warrant." 

BOOK NOTE . 

\ THE TEST OF FREEDOM, by 'Norman Thomas; W.W. Norton and Company, New York; 211 pages; 




This excellent book by one of the founders of the American. Civil Liberties Union 
-Is a real contribution' to public understanding of 'the twin totalitarian dangers 
that threaten us today, Communism and McCarthyism t Mr. Thomas examines ^ particularly, 
the fear and anxiety that presses on individual freedom in a period, of intense 
security consciousness, with emphasis 'on congressional investigating committees, 
federal, state and 'local prosecutions, and some areas of private employment* 
special note is Mr. Thomas t first chapter, "The Jeffersonian Ideal m Practic 
which is a splendid summary of other periods in our history when our freedoms were 
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f tni#* federal, state and 'local prosecutions, and some areas ox privaw vn^^y^^* — 
^f^K special note is Mr. Thomas t first chapter, "The Jeffersonian Ideal m Practice, 

, S&C'* which is a a- -1 ™^ ^ ^™™r,-v^ rt -p rvf-Zh^ YS^-inds in our history when our freedoms we 
P^f®-* put to test. 



'^ixghlaMdj Calif. 
" -'May 11, 1954. 



I, 



Mr* J* Ed gar Hoover, 
Washington, D.C. 

I am concerne&^botrfc-itfi^^ 
of the loyalty oath for tax exemption. Church leaders, including those of my denom- 
ination, ongregatiomlism, consider this a first step of an effort to gain con« 
trol of the church* I feel that this is verKff ar-f etched" ^and only plays into 



oYn±ar**urrjir^et^^ 




Communist hands* Can you tell me whether th<£^ 
jjCarnia^hich is testing the constitutionality of this law, is a CoimmSi^rfront? 
If it is it should be known* 



Thanking you, 



1 35307 

Sincerelyj 




(Mrs-. A.W^^Franlclin, 
967 Cunningham St,, 
Highland, Calif^ 
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Tolson 

Boardman_ 

Nichols 

BeImont__ 

Glavin 

Harbo , 

Roseft^ ; 



Hollomj 
Miss 



«^ <&$$rs<> A* % Franklin 
v> y S67 Cunningham, Street 
<^ Sight qnd 9 California 

Pear* Mrs* Franltl.inx 

Xdu^'l&M$P of My 11? 1$S4# hast jbeen 
received* \ 

Whiles Iwoiild li$e to be of service* id 
is not possible for ne to vnatoer your specif is inquiry 
#ince data in FBI file& are conf idential and available 
fprofficial use only* X would lite to: pbin$ out also 
that the FBI is zttriGtly ti fact-f inding agency and does 
not draw conclusions or* nak'e. evaluations as to. th& 
character and integrity of my organisation* publication, 
or individual* ' 

I &n<iw pQU toill understand fM reasons for 
these rules <tnd will not inf er f rom ny inutility *P 
be of assistance ei$he* thai We dp or thai w& do not 
liape any information concerning the organization yov, 
mentioned* 



^ijio&r^i^ yaur$ s 



John . M.gar Sooper 
pirecior 




NOTE: Correspondent requested information concerning 
the Civil Liberties. Union of Northern California^ Bufile 
61-190-113 reflects that the American Civil Liberties 
Union has done considerable sniping at the Bureau in the 



past in regard -to wire 
has beenuhad, however, 



-tapping.. Considerable correspondence 
with officials of this organisation. 
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SENATE CQMMICTEE EXCISES LOYALTY OATH FROM HOUSING BILL 

The Senate Banking and Currency Committee ha a eliminated from a housing bill the 
House -approved McCormack Amendment reo^uiping loyalty oaths Tor occupants of all 
federally-assisted housing, both public and private * 

! Action came after the American Civil Liberties Union wrote members of the Commit- 
tee strongly opposing the amendment* 

The ACLU letter, signed by Ernest Angell, chairman of the Union. 1 s b>oard of direc- 
tors, said that while the organization "has ■ never objected to positive oaths, such 
as are required of elected officials, we believe that loyalty~oaths are negative and 
seriously violate the First Amendment rights of speech and association*" 

Replacing the present Gwinn Amendment, which requires loyalty oaths of occupants' 
of certain low-rent federally-aided housing, the McCormack proposal demanded that 
any person living in any housing unit constructed with federal aid swear that he did 
not belong to any organization that" — for the purposes of -the. housing law — the Attor~ 
ney General designated as subversive • 

ACLU, which has support expending legal tests of the Gwinn Amendments constitu- 
tionality in New Jersey and New York, summarized its views on that law and loyalty 
oaths in federal -.aided "housing by asserting: 

t! l» The Gwinn Amendment restricts free speech and association in the- -absence of 
any danger whatsoever from the evil it purports to remedy # " Members of proscribed 
organizations living in federally-aided housing should not be considered more 
aatigerous than those occupying private housings "The singling out of persons living 
^ federal-assisted housing is discriminatory* treatment, contrary -to the American 
concept of equality before the law. 

Since the Supreme Court has held that mere membership in a group designated 
as subversive by the Attorney General cannot constitute grounds for disqualifying 
J person as a government employee, such membership should not disqualify him from 
rederal^aided housing «" 

Angell told the Senate committee that the constitutionality of the Gwinrf. Amend- 
want will be argued, soon before the New York Court of Appeals in- a -test c^e -now 

tt We have every hope that the court's decision will. invMQIE^ipS^^^ndment- and 
jvss -urge that your committee withhold approval of the McCot®ai^NASi^n^ai4-fc so as not ^ 
^ ^^m*fche^spope^b£j±hc --Gwinn Amendment and to compound- the ^unconstitutional 

Ylis ™axch hacro -already tiGcur^d." Aneell wrotP., — ~ m vm mr «*A?<^i 



-already occurred," Angell wrote o 

DIVERSITY PRX NCI PLE BACKED IN FCC CASE BY ' ACLU< 



r™J?^ ^^rican Civil Liberties Union last week asked the Federaa.. Communications - 
^oimssion to reverse of f totally " its decision that a newspaper may appear "as a 
license^ xnberestJt in ^ proceeding of a television station's application for a - 

E ^? s \ Atx gell ; , chairman of the ACLU Board of Directors, - presented the views of 
u * e +v Ii:L 2? S Radio 3X1(1 Tele-vision Committee in a letter to the Commission in the case 
ot tiae Clarksburg, West Virginia Publishing Company* The newspaper sought to inter- 
^ ^ the proceeding of th©* Ohio Valley Broadcasting Corporation's TV application, 
on the grtKacvds -that licensing of the TV station would have adverse economic effect 
Upon the Clax^^xce. x^^r;^^. ^*^-v^. ija/a. s^/hio-n.*^' ^ompei>i-bion for advertising 

A REGULAR WEEKLY SERVICE. FURTHER INFORMATION FURNISHED ON REQUEST. 
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"The. ACLU views this decision with apprehension," Angell said, "for it believes X 
that it runs contrary to the principle of diversity, which the Commission has proper-f- 
ly emphasized on many occasions* * «The ACLU champions the right of diversity because 
this creates the opportunity Tor the fullest expression of opinion • The Union ^ 
believes that the exchange of views in the marketplace of opinion is the heartbeat 
of democracy- ♦ Therefore, we are concerned that one medium of "communication might 
deprive a different medium of communication of the right to present information and 
ideas to the public because it would be in competition with it,. If this reasoning 
were f ollowed to its logical conclusion, newspapers- should never have been allowed 
to operate because they competed X&Afo, tjae ts>m crierj radio stations should not have. „ 
been allowed because they competed With new^£>apers and theatres % the motion picture 
industry should not have been allowed to function because it interfered with vaude** 
villej and TV should not have been allowed to operate because it competes with all 
media* 

"If the owner" of a colfi^et'lhg newspaper' can "appear- as a party in interest in a 
proceeding in which an application is made for license, there is no reason -any 
owners and operators of theatres, producers of motion pictures, * those who run base- 
ball parks, and those who publish maga&infes and books cannot appear as parties in 
interest, too." 3530± 

NEW SECURITY-ffREEDOM PAMPHLET ISSUED BY AMERICAN JEVJISH CQBfflTTSE 

A thorough study of the problems of maintaining national security while protec- 
ting fundamental civil liberties is recommended in a pamphlet just issued by The 
American Jewish Committee • 

The author, M&urice J* Goldbloom, a former member -of the United States foreign 
service, proposes that the study be undertaken by a Presidential commission of 
eminent citizens* While such "urgently needed" esqploration of the problem is under 
way, he suggests, a central body "supported by leading civic and religious organiza- 
tions" should combat "alarmists and demagogues" by focusing attention on specific 
developments' in the security-liberties field to inform the widest possible public ♦ 

The pamphlet, entitled "American Security and Freedom," reviews assaults on basic 
freedoms during various, crises in American history and makes specific recommendations* 
for assuring 'protection of individuals while safeguarding the nation* 

"The basic principles of civil, liberties may be involved even in cases of those 
who have no belief in them," Goldbloom reminds his readers « "Indeed, many of these 
principles were originally established precisely in order to protect intolerant 
groups against each other* Any attack on the basic rights of any person, whether 
he be a Communist or a narcotics peddler, weakens the security of those rights for 
everyone * Our problem, then, is one of balancing risks: we must assure our country 
the safeguards it requires to prevent the destruction of its freedom by subversion 
from within or assault fi^om without, and we must, do this with the smallest possible 
interference with freedom and the security of the individual against arbitrary 
authority »" 

To that end, Goldbloom recommends better protection for persons investigated under 
the government's loyalty— security program $ security procedure requirements only for 
the Jfiost highly sensitive areas of private employment 5 fair procedures for legisla- 
tive committee investigations $ the fullest possible individual freedom for teachers, 
jespecially at the college level,; and resistance to private pressure groups which 
seek to force their own standards on others by secondary boycotts * 

u CoTnmunist efforts to gate control of ^o3?ga.rii.a£itdLojns,_and. win public support for , _ 
policies detrimental to this country 1 s interests can best be fought by education 
and counter-propaganda," Goldbloom believes* 

He also thinks that while in criminal cases arising from security needs any 
reasonable doubt must continue to be resolved in £avor of the defendant, that stan- 
dard need not govern in administrative cases involving a person's eligibility for 
sensitive employment * 

"Here, th§ privilege against self-*incrimination has no place," he writes* "A per- 
son unwri30-ing to place all his cards on the table is unfit for a position of trust," 

ACLU URGES CONGRESS DELAY ACTION ON VIRGIN ISLANDS BILLS 

The American Civil Liberties Union called on Congress lastr week to defer, until 
alternatives can be submitted, action on measures revising the civil government 
charter of the Virgin IsX&rids* 
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**" 

The ACIU recommendation was made on the grounds * that the Virgin Islanders are 
"almost unanimously opposed" to the bills, "as is the American Virgin Islands Civic \ 
Association, the largest organization of Islanders, on the mainland, and the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and ourselves »" 

The ACLU released a letter from Roger N* Baldwin, its International Work Advisor, 
to Senator Hugh Butler, chairman of the Senate Committee on Int.erior and Insular 
Affairs, which sa5,d that municipal councils of Hie Islands were considering a propos- 
al "which should result, as in Frtexto Exqo, in much more careful consideration of a * v 
form of government suitable to t*he. . Islands, representing a far wider area of agree- 
ment than now« 

"Our view,"- Baldwin asserted, "is that s.ihce the revision of the Organic Act is 
so strongly opposed, in the Islands and, among Virgin Islanders on. the mainland, a 
further effort should be made to see if these difficult problems* of acSninistration 
cannot be better resolve'di"* ' ~~ ~ *~ " 

In the communication to Senator Butler and a similar one to Chairman Leo E* Allen 
of the House Rules Committee, the ACLU said there was no urgency for passage of a 
revised statute now© One such bill -was, approved by the. Senate without debate, and 
a similar measvire now is pending in the House « 

According to its sponsors, the Senate bill would eliminate "wasteful duplication" 
in government and governmental services, provide greater autonomy, and encourage the 
Islands to become more nearly self -sustaining * It would set up a unicameral legis- 
lature, unify two duplicate local governments, and supplant the present " unpre cedent ~ 
ed"power of the local legislature over all executive appointments. It failed to 
provide for an elective governor, on grounds the Islands are not yet ready for "such 
political responsibility." No consideration was given to eventual statehood for the 
territory© 

ILLINOIS ACLU SCORES PIIM CENSORSHIP 

The Illinois American Civil Liberties Union has protested strongly against an 
attempt to ban showings in Chicago of the movie "Salt of* -the Earth e " At the same 
time, it has offered to support any efforts by exhibitors to screen the film publicly A 

Pressure against showing the picture reportedly came from the AFL^ International 
Alliance of Theatrical, State Employees and Moving Picture Operators and representa- 
tives of the American Legion* In a letter to Clarence" Jalas, business / agent of 
Local lib of the Chicago operators 1 union,* Edward H* Meyerding, executive director 
of the ACLU affiliate, said he had been informed the union refused to project "Salt 
of the Earth" because it objected to "the political views of the director and 
producer* \. 

^Although we have no interest in *Salt of the Earth 1 nor in the viewed of the 
director and producer, we strongly suppprt the constitutional right to exhibit films", 
Meyerding declared in his letter* "Only the free willingness or unwillingness of 
people to attend showings should determine whether and for how long a film is to be 
shown." He asked the union to end its censorship of *bhe movie by allowing the 
projectionists to work on the film* 

Writing to Arthur Schoenstadt, an exhibitor, Meyerding said: "While we certainly 
would uphold the right of any group to criticize and condemn a movie, we have not 
jaken up the figjit against governmental censorship and not at the same time opposed 
tlae right of any group to take upon themselves the decision as to whether or not a 1 
fijjni can be shown ♦Obviously., if we are jno.t to give in. to this. Ocind of pressure and 
abdicate our responsibilities for insuring that the media of the movie has freedom 
of expression protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution, someone is going 
^o have to stand up to the would-be censors * We are ready and anxious to do this# 
Our experience indicates that it can be done successfully •" 

The film, the story of a bitter lab or -management dispute involving a strike of 
New Mexico mine workers, has run into trouble because of charges that persons associ- 
ated with the production, are Communists or .Communist sympathizers* 

CIVIL LIBERTIES BRIEF 

She American Jewish Committee noted a, marked decline in discrimination in the 
admission policies: of medical schools in New York state between 1?£0 and last year* 
Public opinion and a reduction in the ^number of applicants for medical schools were 
credited with contributing to the improved conditions o The .Committee said, however, 
that some medical school admission boards still use* unreliable personality criteria 
to reject Jewish and Italian applicants while accepting students who are scholasti- 
Gaily inferior* 
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INDIANA ACLU MEETING BANNED SECOND ft3^sJfflB? ,-,^ g f HOFFMAN Q PEAK5 IN HOTEL BALLROOM ^ 

Turned down Tor the second time S» ^ecjuest to use the state -operated World War 
Memorial -for *a public-meeting* the ln<&:#?av &C1$I last-week' shifted the site to a local 
hotel ballroom where its guest speaker, 3P£ul Hoffman, leading industrialist and 
personal friend of President Eisenhower^ addressed a successful meeting of £0Q pevson&> 

The ban was the second round in a controversy between the ACLU and the Amerii^a^^^^^" 
Legion, which broke out last. November when the Indiana ACLU branch requested permis- f "? 
sion to use the Memorial for its organisational meeting* This provoked a sharp, 
attack by the Legion's state commander 9 Roy Amos, that the facilities should be denied 
because of the ACLU's "subversive" record* Despite vigorous denial of the charge by 
local ACLU leaders, use of the building was refused, and the meeting took place 
instead in the hall of local Catholic Church* The incident assumed national interest 
story GBS teleoaster E dward R« Murrow devoted one of his "See *It Notf"- programs to the' 

The Hoffman meeting was one of several scheduled by the Indiana ACLU to bring 
leading Americans to the state Tor major addresses on civil liberties topic s p No 
grounds were given by the Memorial* s Board of Trustees for its decision, other than 
uhat the ACLU "just didn^t qualify." No overt action was taken by the Legion, 
although it was known that the trustees had considered the request in light of past 
charges the Legion made against the Union, which have always been denied by the ACLU 0 

A bright^ note in -the conf iict *T»as"sefen in 'the support -given"- the HocSal ACLU chapter 
■ iL +2r ana P??f s J l3y iln Portant segments of community opinion, which was far different 
.nan t>he attitude expressed last November when the first ban wasdecreed* The state 
commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the local head of the Order of the 
rarpxe Heart both attacked the ban as a denial of free 'speech, and Congressman Charles 
^Imm° n ai ? d Go ^ ern or Craig is chief lieutenant, County Clerk Dale Brown, also took 

Jr* ? ? Z . o.? h ? ^P 03 ^^ Scripps-Howard newspaper , the Indianapolis Times, in 
action "How Silly Can Tou Get," vigorously attacked the tru s ' tte s* * 

^Jlt*^^^^™^^ of a S ln S heroes who pretend to speak for a great patriotic orga- 
+ * hi or American war veterans decreed several months ago that there wasnH going 
l^r ZJ^( . Labor ties Union in Indiana ~ arid even boasted they would bar it from 
thL- S plac ?' Public or private, in this state. They almost succeeded then. 

Ttiey did soceed xn shading Indiana in the eyes of the whole nation* 

"Their ideas didn^t die with their defeat, it seems j> the editorial said* J? 

H^JIS?+*™f ai f 9 J?*t sta ^ nch supporter, sometimes, of President Eisenhower, apparently/^ 
aoesntt extend that confidence to the President is intimate associates. He knew abouC 

i^^ P ^? P Sl e 4. me in f and was even imr ^ e <* ^o introduce Mr. Hoffman long before his 
.,£"7 ff ^t^s^aated. He did -not-hing- ^oixb orb -then nnd ws" he pOran s~ ~tcr ^o^otirtogr 
w?L no \«. ¥ 2 - s Board of Trustees has simply slammed this door of this public 

I * TJtl i ch ™ as b ^-l^ with tax money and belongs- to all the people of Indiana -~ 
-» ttte face, of every citizen in the state* believe the responsibility rests with, 

urn, as the head, of our state government* y ' 

0/ / & — 

"At least these self-appointed censors, of what we shall hear and think and join 
.ave convinced us completely of the real need for organized defense of civil 
constitutional liberty in Indiana. «, _ . 

"It is today being most grievously infringed^" the editoria^ S&^^^q^ 

H f fll ^ ntS address, which was warmly greeted by the audience, linked the defense of 
£2? 27X0311 1 , ee ^e^Pirse system with the defence of f reea^K-o^.,inqul2^aa3d civil ' 
n S * Jf Q ™ ant Preserve the free society that makes our free enterprise sister, 

possible, we must likewise concern ourselves with the protection and nourishment o: " " 
our whole heritage of liberty and Justice 5 " he said* * ' 
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He warned that America*s free society must be kept free of the deadly influences 
of totalitarianism* "We must be on guard against any and every activity which puts 
in jeopardy our rights as individuals to determine for ourselves what we should think, 
what we discuss, and with proper regard to the rights of others* what we should do*** 
Freedom of thought is a basic human right^ from which flow freedom of religion^ free** 
dom of the press, and freedom of assembly and association* But freedom of thought is 
a sterile and meaningless right unless we are free to discuss, to criticize, and "to 
debate* Criticism, discussion, and debate are the means to peaceful progress* All 
history shows that without them a society must stagnate- and die*" 

Commenting on the denial of the Memorial, to the local Indiana "ACLU,. Hoffman urged 
that the dispute not turn into a bitter controversy,. "The dangers that free societies 
everywhere are facing are too real to permit any unnecessary disunity among good 
people * The tragedy of America at the moment is -that many good people are fighting 
other good people about extraneous issues at a time when all good people should be 
joined together in battling against an ti -democratic forces, here and abroad, the most 
deadly, of course, being Communism*" 

Hoffman predicted that "in due course," the trustees of the Memorial will welcome 
the ACLU because "they will come to know, 4s I now- know, that the Indiana ACLU is 
dedicated to the high purpose of; making ^ living document of our Bill of Rights, and 
that, if you are a front, you are a front only for Americanism at its patriotic best*!! 

ACLU OPPOSES USE OF SMITO ACT IN WEST COAST TRIAL 

The conviction of west coast Communist leaders under the Smith Act should be 
reversed because it violated free speech and association rights of the First Amend-* 
ment, according' to the American Civil Liberties Union* 

• In a "friend of the court" brief which the ACLU and the ACLU of Northern Califor- 
nia filed with the U«S* Court of Appeals in San Francisco, the two organizations 
argued that; 

1* There was no finding that the west coast Communist leaders 1 advocacy of their 
cause presented a clear and present danger; and 

2« Punishing advocacy that does not incite to action, irrespective of intent, - 
violates the First Amendment *s guarantee of freedom of speech*) 

The lower court conviction of the Communist defendants, according to ACLU,- went 
U'far beyond" the decision of the U„S* Supreme Gourt in the Dennis case, which upheld 
the constitutionaliiy of the Smith Act, as there applied, because of a finding by the 
trial Court of danger of revolutionary action and a finding by the Court of Appeals 
that the danger was "clear and probable <," The Smith Act prohibits advocacy of violent 
overthrow of the government, or conspiring to advocate such action* 

"In the case at bar the trial Court appears to have equated danger and intent," 
the ACLU brief declared* "It is obvious, therefore, that the case was tried on a 
theory wholly at variance with the rule laid down by the Supreme Court *» 

The brief also criticized the trial court for refusing ' the def endants * request 
that the jury be "instructed that there could be no conviction for advocacy unless it 
was so formulated as to induce action and was calculated to incite to action rather 
than discussion* 

Tl THe trial Court refused these various instructions on the ground that the is~sue~~ J 
of intent alone was for the jury and that it was immaterial whether the language used 
amounted to incitement," the brief noted* 

u But. it is obvious from a reading of the various opinions in the Dennis case, as 
well as a reading of Judge ^5larold7 Medina's charge, that the distinction between 
words tending to incite i;o action and words of discussion was considered fundamental 
and separate from the issue of intent ** *Thus the First Amendment protects all utter- 
ances that are merely abstract. In such case speculation with regard to intent is 
improper* Only T^iere the language is reasonably capable of construction as incites 
ment to action and is so interpreted by the jury can the question of intent be reach- 
ed." L 

The ACLU has oppose'd the Smith Act, not only in recent cases of Communist leaders, 
but when it was first applied to the anti -Stalinist Trotskyites in i^iP- and a group 
of alleged American pro*~Fascists in 191+3© 

O O - 
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ACLU FILES BRIEF OPPOSING FULTON LEWIS LIBEL IITOICgMSti? 

The American Civil Liberties Union has filed a brief as "friend of the court" in 
behalf of Stilton Lewis,, Jr«r, well known radio commentator, who has been indicted by 
the State of Maryland for criminal libel* v ' 

The basis for the criminal libel indictment against Lewis Jr 0 was a letter written 
by nam to Governor Theodore McKeldin, criticizing certain County officials over their 
enforcement of local liquor and traffic laws* 

The^Union maintained "in its br&e£ tha$ the indictment eras in violation of personal 
guarantees under the First Amendment* ffhe l^rief urged the ^©urt to dismiss the 
indictment, »sinoe> public affairs constitute a matter of literal interest, it is 
coiranonly held that any person may lmrftflOy comment upon acts of public off icials^ 
criticize candidates for public office and report le^s^ative and judicial proceed- 
ings without liability so long as? he acts' in good faith 

. JJnion further emphasized in its brief that it deplored the use of criminal 

libel to stifle the expression of free speech* 

ACLU BRIEF SCORES JUDGE *S CHARGE IN LIBEL SUIT 35335 

. Failure of the court to charge the ;jury properly in a criminal libel suit resulted 
in a conviction without due process and ^n violation of free* speech * 

Tha-t was the view of the American Civil Liberties Union in a "friend of the court" 
oriei supporting a new trial for John Nicholas Donaducy, an 'Erie, Pa*, newspaper pub'~ 
t^t ~ V 1 ^ f Tawn Crier" had carried an article concerning alleged misconduct by a 
married bartender and an Erie county social worker* 

f^^Se to the jury, the judge disregarded "the defendant's claim that he had 
puoiisned the article to inform the public and. to-^dis courage conduct of that nature* 
ijoreover, he failed to define a libelous utterance as one which tends to breach the 
peacfe. Instead he said the purpose of the libel law was to suppress "scandal sheets •» 

-hv/t"* ±S u su ^ mit ' ted therefore," the ACLU brief said, "that" in defining the crime of 
iioel as he did, thereby preciading "the jury from considering the defense of truth and 
proper motivation for the publication, the judge committed- more than a mere error of 
law* wna-fc occurred here was a transgression of the ri^it of the defendant to have 
tt \ * allegations -of the indictment tried by a jury of his peers * In this sense, 
_orie defendants right' of .free speech has been infringed upon,, in violation of the 
*irs-o ana Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution of the "United States." 

roi^ e bri ? :e 4 was submitted by Willard Hetzel, Matthew W e Bullock, Jr«, and Julian E « 
™+?™=f u Si e AGLU Grea ^r Philadelphia Branch, and by Herbert Monte Levy, ACLU 
national staff counsel » 

BACE RELATIONS AGENCY ENTAKGIED IN LOYALTY CHARGE 

'hi^h?^ ^^° f 4.^ eVa:Laated cha ^ges can cost a federal employee his job and entangle a 
b 7 respected organisation was made clear in^an Francisco, California recently * 

^^L t 3 ^? concerns a local Veterans -Administration worker who had been suspended 
xrom ms job, largely because of membership in. the San Francisco Council for Civic ' 
Z^ZzT> a g 5 ou ? formed to see ^ ^proved race relations. Its membership includes 
prominent business, civic, and religious leaders * 

+wf ?T aS ?u Came ^ t ?-i isl:i " b employee) who; held a non-sensitive 30b, appealed 

*°4v? *f°? th ^ n California branch of the American Civil Liberties Union. He had been 
notified by the VA security officer* 

a ^Z 2 ) you. were associated with persons who are or have been members or support-* 

ers of communistic organizations in the San Francisco area by your admitted affilia- 

♦ ?.?f n J rancisc <> Go ^il for Civic Unity, which reportedly had been sue- 
ceosiuXLy .infiltrated and whose policies are directed by the Communist party., 11 

■n ^' he ^°' unc ?-?* Protested vigorously to the VA, and Rep* John F # Shelley, San Francisco 
^ ?r!' called on Attorney General Herbert Brownell to clear the organization* But 
■one va declined to make any finding regarding the organization * It said "the informal 
tion had been supplied by "an investigative agency ♦» 

^ employee was accused of belonging t'o 2 other organizations- Neither of which is 

A ?*;rney General^ .list but which apparently were considered suspect by 
wiKnown informants * He submitted a written answer in January but by April had not 
been given a hearing^^ 



Such an America would have nothing to recom- 
mend it to freedom-loving men— nothing at all, not 
even the shining image of its victorious junior Senator 
from Wisconsin. 

In my view, we have been victims in the last few 
years of a kind of shell game* We have been treated 
like country rubes to be taken in by a city slicker 
from Appleton. "Now you see it, now you don't/' The 
government is full of Communists; we are all in 
mortal danger. We hear there are 205— now we hear 
81— now the voice says 57 card-carrying Communists 
in the State Department. 

We hear that Gen. Marshall is a traitor, a leader 
of a black conspiracy that dwarfs every other con- 
spiracy in history. This charge is never proved and 
now a few years later, in a recent book, has been 
gently explained away as an "exaggeration" by the 
carnival man's intellectual shiils. Who cares about the 
good name of the venerable General who has given 
a lifetime of service to his country? 

The game must go on. The Army is "soft on Com- 
munism"; another heroic general is told that he is 
not fit to wear the uniform. Hubbub, commotion, 
everybody suspecting everybody else. Our colleges are 
called hotbeds of subversion. A headline? Then a 
Communist is found decoding secret messages (only 
she doesn't decode messages and she isn't a Com- 
munist). 

Excitement galore there is, but precious few results 
as Communists, supposed Communists, phantom trai- 
tors, and innocent people are alike pursued from 
headline to headline, from edition to edition. What 
kind of a spectacle are we becoming anyway? What 
has happened to our sense of balance, our sanity — our 
sense of humor, you might say? 

If we Americans could stand off in space and look 
at this foolishness— the mad, merry search for the 
spotlight that has been going on for the past two or 
three years in the name of anti-Communism — I think 
our native sense of humor, our ability to laugh at our- 
selves, to recognize that we had been taken in would 
save us, if nothing else. 

Anti-Communism is a serious business. It is not a 
game to be played so publicity-mad politicos can build 
fame for themselves. If someone were to tell me that 
the masters of the Kremlin inspired this burlesque to 
distract us from our real dangers and keep us from 
taking effective anti-Communist measures, I'd have 
half a mind to believe him. I can'rimagine what.would 
please the Kremlin more than to turn America into a 
frantic, hysteria-ridden place, full of suspicion of an 
American for an American, 

13] 



If the Kremlin masters wanted to weaken us— and 
they do — I suppose that they would be delighted to 
see Americans lose confidence in the integrity of their 
political leaders, lose confidence in the stability of 
their army, suspect clergymen and teachers. I imagine 
they would delight in seeing us lose faith in our Con- 
stitutional privileges in seeing us ape their court-room 
procedures and hound innocent little government 
clerks who are blown up to be important spies and 
saboteurs as long as it is good for a front-page story. 

Congressional committees have done good work, 
are doing good work, and will do more. But when 
they are cynically used to trap headlines rather than 
spies, they mock themselves-—and they mock us, too. 

Aside from the actual undermining of democracy 
that such procedures entail and the harm done to the 
individuals involved— and tell me, is there anyone 
who will deny that Gen, Marshall, to name only one, 
was truly injured? Or is to be accounted as nothing 
that an honorable soldier is berated as a traitor to 
his duty and his country? Aside from such evils as 
this, there is the fundamental problem that these 
shenanigans distract us from our real problem, includ- 
ing the problem of Communism, They distract us 
from pursuing a truly effective program of anti- 
Communism, Are we any safer, for instance, because 
Gen. Marshall was branded as a traitor? No, we aren't 
But we are a little less honorable. 

We have taken what a devoted public servant gave 
us and offered him abuse and calumny as our grati- 
tude in his years of retirement. Are we any safer 
because the line between a liberal or a non-conformist 
and a Communist or subversive is hopelessly blurred? 
I doubt it. Are we any safer because non-conformity 
has been practically identified with treason? I think 
not. Do we have anything less to fear because people 
have been bullied by the chairman of an investigat- 
ing committee and his counsel? I doubt it. Is America 
a safer place for ourselves and our children because 
the morale of our State Department has been blitz- 
krieged? Or because our fine officer corps has been 
insulted? Or because political controversy has sunk to 
a new low of name-calling? Again, I would say no. 

Are we any more to be feared by the Communists 
because of all the -hundreds, of headlines the Senator 
from Wisconsin has piled up? I don't believe so. Just 
what has been accomplished? I wonder. The large-type 
charges almost always peter put to a back-page item 
after they have served;their purpose: To gain a head- 
line. But by then, our Man on Horseback is charging 
off in another direction— tomorrow is another day, 
another edition, there is need for another headline. 
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This kind of ridiculous goings-on is seriously de- 
scribed as anti-Communism. If you will pardon a very 
lowbrow comment, I say "Phooey!" America today is 
faced with a world challenge — military, political, so- 
cial, religious, the protection of its own institutions 
from subversion within and aggression from without. 
It's about time we start taking that challenge seri- 
ously and drop the cops-and-robbers game that has 
been going on. 

In my book, if a man is truly anti-Communist, he 
is concerned with meeting the challenge of Commu- 
nism on every level. He is interested, first of all, in 
seeing to it that conditions here and abroad are such 
that they don't provide a fertile breeding ground for 
Communism. 

He is interested in such matters as seeing to it 
that people get enough to eat, have decent homes, 
are able to raise their children in dignity. His scope 
is broad. He is interested in measures to share the 
wealth of "have" nations with the have-nots. He is 
interested in breaking down the barriers that separate 
people — national barriers, religious barriers, class bar- 
riers. He is interested in making a better place of his 
own little corner of the world and of doing all he 
can to see that others are not in want. 

I judge an anti-Communist— the real thing, not the 
cops-and-robbers version — by how well he does these 
things. If he happens to be a legislator, I look at his 
record. I see how he voted on measures to make free- 
dom a reality and not merely an aspiration in the lives 
of his own fellow citizens and of the poor of the 
world. By this standard, a number of famous anti- 
Communists, I'm sorry to say, simply don't measure up. 

Communism is a military problem. I judge an anti- 
Commnunist according to his record of supporting 
military measures taken to hold back the Communist 
forces: I judge him according to how much he helped 
the Army to its work and not according to how 
much harm he did in Army morale— how many gen- 
erals he has insulted. 

On the question of internal subversion, I judge 
an anti-Communist according to how well he does the 
very difficult job of seeking out subversives, clearly 
identifying them and removing them from critical 
positions. I take it that a genuine anti-Communist is 
one who despises the court methods, of the Commu- 
nists. I take k he hates the Communist idea that one 
is guilty until proved innocent. I take, it^bas the 
genuine anti-Communist is one who above all believes 
in the democratic procedures and is willing tO'Stand by 
them, even in the 'face of great temptations to* lose 



one's temper and to lose one's faith in the methods 
of fr£e men. 

I judge an anti-Communist by how well he fulfills 
all these responsibilities in a difficult, delicate job. In 
a word, on this score I judge an anti-Communist ac- 
cording to how well he succeeds in doing what he is 
supposed to be doing — not according to how many 
headlines he makes. I judge him according to how 
well he clarifies the difference between treason and 
non-conformity — not according to how well he blurs 
the distinction. 

I judge him according to how many innocent people 
he has helped prove innocent and how many guilty 
people he has proved guilty. I do not admire him as 
an anti-Communist according to how many guilty 
and innocent both leave his courtroom without his 
having made clear and convincing just what their 
status is but only fogging the issues and the reputation 
of innocent and guilty alike. 

As you can see, I take a pretty dim view of some 
noisy anti-Communists — one in particular, the junior 
Senator from Wisconsin. I do not take a dim view of 
them because they are anti-Communists but because 
they are such pitifully ineffective anti-Communists. 
I hate to see anti-Communism identified with this 
kind of playing-for-the-grandstand. 

Now I want to make clear that what I have said 
is my personal opinion. I am not speaking for the 
Catholic Church but only for myself, a citizen. Other 
Catholics may take a more kindly view of the public 
career of the junior Senator from Wisconsin and of 
the effect he is having on the nation. That certainly is 
their privilege, privilege to speak as I have. Other 
Catholics may agree or disagree with the judgment 
I have reached. 

On political matters such as these, a Catholic's state- 
ment — even a bishop's — bears no more authority than 
whatever he can bring to it as a citizen and public 
figure. J know that there are many in my Church who 
do not agree with me on this. So be it. Time will tell 
which of us is right. 

But although the Church takes no position, and 
will not, on such a matter of public controversy, the 
Church does take a position on lies, calumny, the 
absence of charity and calculated deceit. These things 
are wrong — even if they a|e mistakenly thought of as 
means to a good end. They are morally evil and to 
call them good or to act as if they were permissible 
under certain circumstances is itself a monstrous per- 
version of morality. They are not justified- by any 
cauS e — least of all by the cause of anti-Communism, 
which should unite rather than divide all of us in 
these difficult times. 
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AIMTI -COMMUN ISM 
AND CIVIL LIBERTIES 

The text of an address by Bishop Bernard J* Shell, 
founder and director of the Catholic Yozttb Organisa- 
tion ^ given he fore the International Edncation Con- 
ference of the United Automobile Worhers Union in 
Chicago on April <?. 



I would like to talk about a subject we bear a lot 

of these days anti-Co mm u rt i sm. INTote that I said 

ANTI-Communism. I think it is necessary that we 
give a little thought to just what form anti-Com- 
munism should take at this point in America's history. 
That all decent Americans are against Communism, 
I should, think, would go without saying. That we are 
opposed to Communism, both as individuals and as a 
nation and why hardly needs an explanation. 

I know that 1 could stand here and tell you what 
you already know. I could tell you that Communism 
is morally evil because it is militantly, viciously, one 
might even say diabolically, set against God and man. 
I could tell you that Communism deprives men and 
women of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness* 
I could detail the bloody history of Communism as it 
operates in every land where it has taken hold. I could 
repeat the story of Communist treason in the United 
States* I could outline the well known attempts of the 
Communists to infiltrate into our great national in- 
stitutions. 

In a word, I could match the oratory so familiar to 
all of us. Or, I could try to* But what purpose would 
be served in going over all that we know to be so 
bitterly true? The problem is no longer one of alert- 
ing people to the danger of Communism. "We are all 
aware of that danger. The problem we are facing is 
what do we do about it. The unsolved problem, in 
other words, is what constitutes effective anti-Commu- 
nism* More than that, what kind of anti-Communism 
is moral? What kind of anti-Communism is proper in 
a freedom-loving country like ours? 

The three go together in my mind. If anti-Com- 
munism is immoral, it is not effective* You cannot 
effectively fight immorality with more immorality. If 

Reprinted from* the ISTew York. F>ost April 18* 1934 

JsJMJBJEClCAJSr CIVIL LIBERTIES UKTIOISr 
170 Fijptht AvfesTtfE 3>Tew York lO, IST.^T. 

J&ne 1S>54 



s 



anti-Communism flouts the principles of democracy 
and freedom, It is not in the long run effective. Yon 
cannot effectively fight tyranny with tyranny. And if 
anti-Communism is not effective, it is so much sound 
and fury, signifying nothing. 

It is not enough to say that someone is anti-Com- 
munist to win my support. It has been said that: patri- 
otism is the scoundrel's last refuge* In this day and age 
anti-Communism is sometimes the scoundrel's first 
defense. -As I remember, one of the noisiest anti-Com- 
munists of recent history was a man named Adolf 
Hitler. He was not wrong because he was anti-Corn- 
munist. He was wrong because he was immorally 
anti-Communist; he countered Communist tyranny 
with a tyranny of his own. And inevitably, Herr Hitler 
was a dismal failure as an anti-Communist. 

Half of his own Germany now lives under Com- 
munism and half of Europe lives in Communist 
slavery* Would this be true, I wonder, if Hitler had 
been morally anti-Communist? If Hitler had fought 
Communist tyranny with democratic freedom, the 

world we live in 1 am persuaded would be quite 

different: today. And I venture to say there would be 
less, not more, Communism in it than there is* 

ISTo Hitler has risen in America, and I must say that 
I think it is nonsense when foreign reporters and 
journalists describe us as living in a kind of Hitlerian 
reign of terror, "SX^e are still free, and we will remain 
free let's have no doubts about that. 

Bur it seems to me that izot&j while we are free, is 
the time to cry out against the phony anti-Communism 
that mocks our way of life, flouts our traditions and 
democratic procedures and our sense of fair play, feeds 
on the meat of suspicion and grows great on the 
dissension among .Americans which it cynically creates 
and keeps alive by a mad pursuit: of headlines. 

Plow much more of this are we going to tolerate 
before we remember that we are proud Americans, 
with values of our own? If we throw those values 

away and I am referring to our traditions of inno- 

cent-until-proved-guilty, I am referring to our concern 
for 7?z&£2?zs as well as ends, I am referring to our trust 

in our basic institutions then we will be left with 

our a nti -Communism, bur very little else. 

An America where the .accused is guilty until he is 
proved innocent, where means don't: matter but only 
ends, an America which has lost faith in the integrity 
of the government,, the Army, the schools, the 
churches, the labor unions, press, and most of all an 

America whose citizens have lost faith^in each other 

s^Uoh an America would not need to bother about be- 
ing anti-Communist; it would have nothing to lose. 
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FOR RELEASE: TUESDAY, JUNE £, 1954 

The following is the text of a letter sent today (June £) to the Atomic, Energy 
Commission presenting the American Civil Liberties Union's views on t£e .civil 
liberties questions raised in the Oppenheimer "security risk" case* Because of the 
importance and sensitive nature of this issue, the full text of the le&ker^ ra/fcher 
than a summary press release, is made available to the press so that £*tj may^ 
its story from the Union's complete statement, 

Rear Admiral Lewis L # Strauss 
Chairman 

Atomic Energy Commission ' 
19th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C* 

Dear Sir: 

The American Civil Liberties Union has carefully studied the report, of the Atomic 
Energy Commission's special Personnel Security Board in the case of Dr. Jo Robert 
Oppenheimer . We share in the gratitude that all Americans must feel for the Board's 
finding that Dr.— Oppenheimer *• -is—a— loyal citizen -wfro,— -in the- discharge of -his --highly- 
secret duties, acted with discretion* But we are concerned with certain parts of 

I the 3oard's decision that Dr. Oppenheimer 1 s security clearance should be revoked, 
parts which bear directly on our single and special interest/ civil liberties, and 
which we respectfully urge the Commission to consider in its deliberations on -this 
vitally-important case. 

As a non-partisan organization devoted solely to defense of the Bill of Rights, it 
is outside the Union's function to pass judgment on the merits of the Board's 
majority decision, a judgment which would be difficult to make in the absence of 
personal examination of witnesses or transcripts of the hearings. We do have great 
respect for the manner in which the Board has pursued its long' and arduous assign- 
ment, and while we disagree with some aspects of its reasoning^ we are impressed by 
the thoroughness and sincerity of its statement. Xtfe concur in the editorial views 
expressed in The New York . Times of June 3, 1954: 

"The prtocipal^jdocument* . .is a classic example of the manner in which 
security-charges against a federal employee should be considered." 

j* , ' 

I. Within the area of our particular specialty, we suggest that the Board's procedure 
failed in due process ; , and in part infringes upon freedom of opinion — principles 
? .^jwfeicih are the^ core of f the democracy our nation is striving to preserve against a 
aririT^ 0 ^*^^ Communist.- conspiracy 3 and which must ' be constantly exercised and reaf- 
firmed if we are to^retain our faith in democra^y^r^hlTcH ^IsLj-Kfi^r^ojot^f T ~o^g^ 'security* 




_f - 

1^ In reviewing Dr. Oppenheimer * s continuing associations wi£h alleged' Commu- 
nists %nd their sympathizers.^ as a basis for determining his^ security__sj^atus > did 
the §oard judge fully these Associations along with otge^T^W^s^abjDU'b Dr» 
Oppenheimer ' s record, particularly the Board's own f indin^of ^is|grp_yalty and 
discretion? - * 



SI As we see it, the failure to observe due process falls into three areas 
I will discuss seriatim in question form: J* r 




The importance of studying the full picture of a federal ' employee 's'record in a 
security program was underscored by the Union in its comnent on June 15, 1953 on the 
present Administration's security program: "I'he order can also be improved by the 
government's granting assurances that before judgment is passed on the individual 
worker, all the evidence, not merely organizational, affiliations , about'that person 
and his particular job, will be fully evaluated." jjjjie Union recognizes, that in 
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the face of a widespread Communist danger, there is need for tight security regula- 
tions, and has not opposed the consideration of a person's associations in judging 
his^ employability in a truly sensitive agency — which the AEC certainly is — but it * 
believes that such -associations should not be considered, in a vacuum,. Due process - 9 
as guaranteed in the Fifth and Sixth Amendments, requires that derogatory informa- 
tion must be weighed under the white light of all other evidence* This is not Only 
a matter of elementary justice to the person under investigation but is of paramount 
importance to the governments How else but by a balanced review of all the facts 
can the best judgment be applied and a correct determination be made? Perhaps the 
Board's decision was made after balancing these associations with its 'finding of 
loyalty and discretion, but- the report does not state so specifically* Thus, in the 
absence of such a statement, a fair public reading of the report might create the 
impression that a total evaluation, which would include the fact that over many 
years of work on government projects Dr, Oppenheimer did not disclose any secret 
information, was not made. Perhaps the difficulty here is the rigid security 
criteria under which the Board was forced to decide this case, as may be deduced 
from its statement that a different recommendation would have been made "if we were 
alloxved to exercise mature practical judgment without the rigid circumspection of 
, regulations and criteria established for us* 11 

? 2» "Did the denial of certain information to Dr. Oppenheimer, prior to the 
hearing, which his counsel considered important and which was later revealed during 

I cross-examination by the Board's special counsel, interfere with the fair ' hearings^ 
to which every person is entitled under our Constitution? 

a Ttfhile the Board 's report describes the orderly nature, and completeness Of the 
| hearing, a real element of doubt is created as to whether the hearing was wholly 
I fair because 'of the failure to make this information available. The essence of a 
fair hearing, both for the individual under investigation and the government itself, 
is to have every *bit of information fully explored, for by this process the full 
truth can emerge «, We have noted the Board 's statement that Dr # Oppenheimer had the 
opportunity of confronting and cross-examining every witness that appeared before 
the Board; and we laud this procedure, but the question still remains if the infor- 
mation 'Dr* Oppenheimer ' s counsel desired wasn't equally important for the preparat- 
ion of his defense • Evidently, security considerations did not dictate the Board 's 
decision on this point, for the data was used by the Board's special counsel in 
cross— examination. * ^ 

3» Did the Board's consideration of classified material, to which Dr. 
Oppenheimer was not permitted access, to any great degree impair the hearing? 

The Board's carefully-worded decision gives no indication that its finding was 
based on this undisclosed material, but tnere remains the question whether the prin- 
ciple of confrontation was fully - observed* We understand the sensitive nature of 
the material, but we ask whether, because of the special importance of this case, 
under a plan to safeguard security, the material could have been made available** 
We do not say for certain that it should, but it is conceivable that disclosure of 
such data might have assisted both Dr. Oppenheimer and the Board to, clarify testi- 
mony on which; the Board found him, "less , than candid." * Perhaps 1 not all the material 
on which the Board "may have formed its decision was given to Dr. Oppenheimer to 
rebut, and, if not, the due process requirements of fair hearing were not met* 

Apart from these three "specific due process questions, a related question is 
raised as to whether the. Board's finding about Dr. Oppenheimer' s willingness to 
^tgstify on the loyalty of Dr, Condon and his recommendation of Da?* Bohm as a physi- 
cist was based ^ on : i^relev^ncies. which^hardly fall within the 'formal security regula- 
tions, and thus pose the issue of whether, in " fairness^ tjo^JDr •-^Oppenheimer, they 
should be used, - " _ ~ - — — - — - , -n A ~ 




The Board's report judges adversely the statement by* Dr. Oppenheimer that 
despite *Dr. Condon's bitter attack on him, he would still testify as ^o the latter *s 
loyalty. But, if this statement is considered evidence of "unreliability or untrust- 
worthiness," what significance do we attach to the statements of x President Eisenhower 
and other national leaders, in recent days, which correctly emphasize that we must 
not stigmatize as Communists those with whom we disagree merely, because 'we disagree 
with them? It may be argued that the President's statement does not concern itself 
with the question of security in such an agency as the AEC, but we submit that 
Dri Oppenheimer 's ability to put asid.e whatever emotional feeling he had about 
Dr. Condon's attack and testify on the basis of facts and knowledge about his attack- 
er's loyalty might be regarded' as .praiseworthy, for it shows his ability to distin-^ 
guish. between emotion and fact, --and to act on that distinction—, a trait which is 
highly desirable, we should imagine, where security is at stake. 

*"* (more) 
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The' report also states that Dr. Oppenheii&er lacks a security consciousness 
"because,, in response to the Board's Question, he said he would recommend Dr. Bohm 
'.for a^ physicist f s position in Brazil, -without adding anything about Dr* Bohm*s 
Isecurity status. The irrelevancy of this statement, 'which causes us to question the 
| |Board f s wisdom in using it to formulate its judgment, is shown by the fact that the 
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Board did not ask Dr. Oppenheimer about Dr, Bohm f s security status. To criticize 
fDr. Oppenheimer "for failure to do something the Board itself failed to do is certain- 
ly questionable _ Moreover, the Boards judgment in this instance dees not square 
with its statement that scientists should not make security judgment, but should 
leave it to others who are prof ess^O^ily^-fer^ined for such duties. . S^^c* 

Vfe now turn to the question of" hofcr *bhe ; &0&**d r s report impinges on free express 
sion. The basis for this opinion Us £o:un& in two of its statements concerning 
Dr. Oppenheimer »s connection with *tJb# h^ydroge^-boinb program* 

'#* 

1. "Following the President*© deoisionj* he did not show the enthusiastic 
support for the program which 3#ight have been -expected of the chief atomic 
advisor of the government under the^ circumstances* 

2. ^ "We are concerned, however^ i#iat he t$ay have departed his role as 
scientific advisor to exercise highly- persuasive influence in matters 
in which- his convictions were Necessarily a reflection of technical 
judgment,, and also not necessarily- related to the protection of the 
strongest offensive military interests of the country," 

In our yiew, the idea of "enthusiastic support" of a government policy as a 
security criteria^ runs contrary to the whole democratic concept of a free society 
based on free thought. The whole idea of a democratic society envisions the working 
together of men with enthusiasm for and against a policy, and even men without ' 
definite enthusiasm. For it is this clash of views, this exercise of diversity,* 
that has produced both the spiritual and material advances of American democracy. • 
The atomic and hydrogen bombs, were made because free men, -debating together 'within 
a security framework, finally agreed. Dr. Oppenheimer was. one of those men. He 
held a belief, expressed it, and acted upon it — all totally within the boundaries of 
loyalty and discretion. Of course, it might be entirely proper to discharge a man 
as a government advisor because his advice was no longer desired in view- of his 
fa^Lure to enthusiastically support a program; this is a risk which any man in public 
.Life can fairly be expected to run. But to stigmatise the man as a security risk 
for failure to overtly manifest such support runs counter to all our traditions of 
freedom of belief and association. 

While stating that Dr. Oppenheimer did not openly oppose the K-bomb project' after 
it was officially adopted as national policy and did cooperate with the program, the 
report states that Dr. Oppenheimer f s lack of public enthusiasm for the program had 
an adverse effect upon recruitment of scientists, Xtfe do hot comprehend how the 
[responsibility for such recruitment was Dr. Oppenheimer *s . If his. attitude had an 
[adverse effect, was it not the duty of the ASC to ask him to publicly urge the 
cooperation of other scientists? If he had failed to act on the request of his 
superiors , then this might have been considered as evidence of his being a security 
risk, but in the absence of such a request we question whether it should be. 

The importance of free and full debate within government councils, even of mat- 
ters of the highest security importance is also involved in the Board T s statement 
that only technical judgment should be given by scientists working on government * 
programs, ' even though it acknowledges "that any man, whether specialist or layman, 
of course, must have the right to express his deep'moral conviction; must have the 
privilege of Voicing his deepest doubts." However, the emphasis in the Board* s 
report on Dr. Oppenheimer^ departure from his role as scientific advisor does not 
consider the fact that the 'democratic principle of freedom of belief is characteris- 
ation:^ £he scientific^ mind. Tp such a mind, all life is interrelated, and all thougHt 
about life must "be given express ionT^if^ the-t ruth-is- -to prevail. To ask that 
scientist categorically divorce the whole experience and judgment of~h"is^life _ _____ 

his technical service would paralyze those qualities of mind which serve his country* 
To suggest that a, scientist — or any' other man — cut himself into isolated pieces 'for ' 
fear of being f 6und a security risk, not only threatens his right of expression, but; 
in the long run, will injure the program on which his scientific judgment is desired* 
ihe government has the right to reject any of these points of view and to make 'the 
final decision, but it will not obtain "the best advice, which is what it wants, -if it 
tnro-vrs up suoh a barrier to expression. 
|j believe that in view of the extensive public debate on this case, it is imp or- 

11 tant that a conclusive decision be made before June 30, when Dr. Oppenheimer 's don— 
1 1 tract terminates, -and we trust that the Commission will expedite the case; 

Very truly yours, 

' " Ernest Angell 

Chairman, Board of Directors 
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NOTE TO EDITORS*: This week^s FEATURE' PRESS .SERVICE is devoted almost entirely to 
th/=r attached text of the letter sent by the American Civil Liberties Union to the 
Atomic Energy Commission concerning the case of Dr« J • Robert Oppenheimer* Because 

the .extreme importance of this case to the 'civil liberties picture, the SERVICE 
"will include only a single page of other news. 



• — 4^AHT?tS^ DUE PROCESS REGULATIONS FOR SAMOAK VISITS 

' "^3^e-^epecrtraent -of the-Interior has agreed to consider a suggestion that due 
^V&&S£^^r^ect±ar& .incorporated in 'regulations -governing visitors- to, American 

^ z ~ t S^J^T±^n-' Mvil_JLii5t?rties ^nion~re<^sted..-SUch,aotion-^s -the result of ^ he 
^xtnals±on-from Samoa of Robert L. Ketner, who had gone there with his wife and child 
S^oteodin^^ • Three months- Later Governor- Richard B^Lowe termx- 

Ss*tedl K^te^s---vd^±tor^s. penrd^and "notified hinr to- leave by a ship -departing in 

.^tepe^daro^ '*T J o«&~*otearTx^^ vthlcli -authorize the-Samoan governor to 

-S^^lVvSSorr^ l^er^Lts- to- U.S. citizens- -and to- extend them" thereafter -for 

-#5icir ;itote rajncLxa* su*3±h^nditd^^^' 1ie-^nay-- deemrwis^e» ,t 

'^~^Orr*th^.:a^^ ^h^«ocK? -reecrhlng -ACLUV ~ Patrick: mirphy-Halin^ its 

^SSt^^^^^creta^ Douglas McKay that the «^«~^ 
^'^^^ ^ ... Violated, due- process -on grounds -he. was- not 

- reasons~f or- the action * 

^■s^ctarull^^rge^-tha-t- ^ hearin^nd notice of reasons- f ox-Governor~ Lowers 
^mi^Sm^^SS^^^. Robert-Ketne^»« *MJLn wrote. "We further urge that regular 

""^v^m^V ' ^w^r said that regulations -governing visitors -were needed because of" 
'^^SbM^SSS^^^B in American Samoa for outsiders to earn a > 
^^tSiS^ <*der was pr^gated to protect the Samoan peoples ^ga^t 
^^^P&titwf.of ■Ujeir^'ectmDn^yrby-.^outsiders* 

w >blW-fcr^-^+d^r -^rr-interest in- agriculture" prior 'to,; his andval in Samoa. ,. 
: ^S^Sd^steI<i S- i^ufacture Samoan. handicraft ite&s in competition vath a 
*«S^^^^2enSpera±lve, McKay quoted ^Lowe. J^.^^J^y^L 
^^^^A^A in such-efforts after ieing iold that protection of native touli- 
^ShS^^te^xIS PoScy ^ -of the -inland for more- than half l^ a ^i mo 2^ a 3fc-- 
^iaa^aiaitt "that. Ketner could not -obtain & working agreement TJith the- Samoan nanoa. 
---^^^^a^^^^QtJLat^^^ ther ki nd of business , -hi*- permit 

- s 5 B:t ^ij=si 9 . ; jbVv©. governor reported. _ _ 

"X^y tola.- ifeiin that. "this policy and "reasons- for-his expulsion ^rff--fuU,r^a--' 
5QS ^>-d.tKKetaerTipoahis/returii-to the United States. - 

"^TG^ernor^ attitude-- in- fch* matters ems -to me to^have^ulf '^ 3 the 
. .«wspwwIb4iLlii«, toward the." people-' of American Samoa- -while taking 
'^roso. ^rvd, fortunate circumstances x«hich had .hef alien Mr . Ketn ^" 
^taty-^te. He proved to. diacuss --with Lowe the- ACI*J*s proposal for due 
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"In war and peace, the American Civil Liberties 
Union has defended and championed, and pledges 
itself to continue to defend and champion the 
rightful civil liberties of any person or organization, 
the essentials of academic freedom, fair hearings, 
and due process, whatever be the issues of the hour, 
the temper of the times, the alarms of crises, and 
the pressures of groups." 

—from the Union's 1954 Bi-ennial Conference Resolution 
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toward strengthening the ACLU's fight for the preserva- 
tion of the fundamental rights guaranteed by the 
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o American Civil Liberties Union 




NATIONAL OFFICE 




tT^ *\ mw tot* 



Dear Eellow Member— 



Soday. X .am* hopef ul~of -tka future^ 




The magnificent unanimous decision of the Supreme Court against segregation in 
public schools is eloquently simple — so simple that it needs no judge or expert 
to make it clear; any child can understand it. Its impact has already been felt 
in national arid world affairs. 

In Indianapolis a civil liberties event of another type took place only last month* 
Twice denied the use of the state-operated War Memorial building, the Indiana ACLU 
held its meeting in a hotel, with Paul Hoffman as the chief speaker. This time, 
unlike last fall, the Union had the support of two veterans' organizations, a number 
of state officials, and the forthright endorsement of the local Scripps-Howard 
paper — a very gratifying shift in local opinion as regards the ACLU,* 

On the debit side, we see the distorted use of Congressional investigative power which 
has appalled the nation and revealed weakness where we look for strength and courage. 
Yet we are heartened here by the resulting upsurge of unofficial leadership. It is 
reminiscent of past crises in our history: the need has always produced the. men. Civil 
liberties finds champions in the Church, in the Press, and on the Air. Sometimes, if 
we are lucky, in Congress, too, ^EC0R§EB-6j r L^AcJ& 

How fine that Bernard J. Shell, a Catholic bishop, s^uld cry out that when ^Congressional 
-CGimittees-^.are-cyn-ical-ly; uae<L to^trap,, headljjae.sk ra;fche.r_4harusp3 




fe^H?hemselye.s 



and they mock us, too." And that Ed Murrow should challenge (in the view jand hearing 
| of millions) the aspersions of irresponsible office-holders on ,as ±nEc5teent citizens. 

I arrive at a significant point: there is much to be dtme in these, and many other areas, ^ 
and all this has to be paid for! The cost is §290,000 for this, the year of the Union's 
greatest need. I do not hesitate to, ask jequ _ to contribute to our Summer •I'^d^ Appeal; 
Last year we had^o draw""on reserves and use certain legacies to pay our way. Our re- 
serve fund is uncomfortably low; we r depend oh the good vpill^of th'qse^like you who be- 
lieve in the seriousness of our aims* Give a small or large sum - so that the work of $r*'^ 



the ACLU and its actiye branches* may not be impeded 
no-postage envelope is enclosed above. 



Every dollar counts, A han d.; 
Sincerely your 



*The Union's eighteen integrated affiliates 
will f sha^e in^bhe results of this appeal 
aivlhey do inia?egular membership dues. 




Artl^^gjcfield Ha^s 
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NEXT ISSUE: SEPT. 

This is the last issue of civil liberties 
until September. Since we do not pub- 
lish during July and August, members 
are asked to report only permanent 
changes of address — not temporary 
summer addresses. 



ACLU Hails Decision 
Banning Segregation 

The Supreme Court's unanimous decision 
that segregation in public schools is unconsti- 
tutional was hailed by the ACLU as an "his- 
toric landmark" in a special statement issued 
on May 17th, the day of the court's ruling. 

The ACLU's statement, signed by Edward 
J. Ennis, Vice-Chairman of the Board, called 
the decision "a magnificent expression of faith 
"lff'thlg^American principle' of '-equality; ? . t 

"The ACLU congratulates the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, its officers and legal staff, on its suc- 
cess in winning these crucial test cases in the 
Supreme Court." 

Since its founding in 1920, the Union has 
fought for the principles upheld in the 9-0 
decision, and it filed briefs in a number of 
test cases considered by the high court before 
rendering its unanimous opinion. 

.Dulles Names Board 
On Passport Appeals 

Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, by 
appointing a seven-man Appeals Board to the 
State Department's Passport Division, has at 
last brought into actual being a body pro- 
posed years ago by the ACLU and ordered 
by a Federal court in 1952 in its ruling on 
the Anne Bauer case initiated by the Union. 

The Appeals Board regulations provide that 
applicants who are denied passports may ap- 
peal to the Board and will have the right of 
counsel at a formal hearing where the usual 
rules of evidence will apply. Formerly, the 
Passport Division could thwart the intent of 
the new rules by simply failing to reach a 
final decision in controversial cases. Delay 
on a passport is the equivalent of denial, and 
no delay could be appealed until the Board 
was appointed and functioning. 

Dulles' action was forced when Martin 
Kamen, a, St. Louis radiochemist, who had 



Hoffman, Indiana ACLU Batted 
Ftom Memorial; Meet in Hotel 

Paul G. Hoffman, head of the Studebaker Corporation and a leading public figure 
in both the Truman and Eisenhower administrations, spoke in an Indianapolis hotel 
on May 25th under ACLU auspices at a meeting of 500 members and friends of the 
Indiana Civil Liberties Union. 

Hoffman's speech climaxed a month of con- 
troversy, much of it front-page news through- 
out the state. Some weeks earlier the Indiana 
ACLU formally applied for permission to 
hold its meeting and to present Mr. Hoffman, 
one of Indiana's foremost citizens, in the state- 
operated World War Memorial building. Per- 
mission was denied. The Memorial's Board 
of Trustees gave no grounds for its decision 
other than that the ACLU "just didn't 
qualify." 

The reaction of community opinion was 
quite different from what it was last No- 
vember when the Indiana ACLU was turned 
dbwiTinTts search for a meetmg-place-by-all- 
but Father Goossens of St. Mary's Roman 
Catholic Church. This time the state com- 
mander of the VFW and the local head of the 
Order of the Purple Heart both attacked the 
ban as a denial of free speech, and a number 
of state officials took the ACLU's side. 

For an example of the press reaction, see 
excerpts from the Indianapolis Times edito- 
rial, "How Silly Can You Get?", on page 3. 

In his speech, which the Times carried in 
full, Hoffman said that the free enterprise 
system can exist only in a free soc iety L and , 
that to protect the former we must defend 
"freedom itself — • freedom of thought, of 
speech, of inquiry." 

"We must be on guard," he continued, 
"against any and every activity which "puts 
in jeopardy our rights as individuals to deter- 
mine for ourselves what we should think, 
what we should discuss, and, with proper re- 
gard for the rights of others, what we should 
do. . . . Criticism, discussion and debate are 
the only means to peaceful progress. All his- 
tory shows that without them, a society must 
stagnate and die. ..." 

The former ECA chief also predicted that 
"in due course" the World War Memorial 
would welcome the ACLU because its trustees 
"will come to know, as I now know, that the 
Indiana Civil Liberties Union is dedicated to 
the high purpose of making a living document 
of our Bill of Rights, and that, if you are a 
front, you are a front only for Americanism 
at its best." 




Herblock, Washington Post 

SCHOOL BELL 



NEEDED — MEMBERS 
WITH TIME TO GIVE 

Again, the ACLU's national office 
hopes that among the Union's New 
Yor\ area membership will be a jew 
individuals with time to give this sum- 
mer. Especially needed are people with 
free hours during the Union's regular 
hours of 9 to 6 on weekdays who are 
willing and able to wor\ on un-glamor- 
ous tas\s connected with membership. 
'Please phone our Office Manager ; Miss 
Margret Bloomer, at ORegon 5-5990. 



,long been frustrated in his attempts to get a 
passport, filed suit in Federal court asking 
that Secretary Dulles and Mrs. Ruth Shipley, 
head of the Passport Division, be ordered to 
make a decision in his case. 

The Union is currently reviewing the whole 
passport problem in an effort to find new 



ways to advance freedo m of ^a vel. J / ^jCj2X\ 




EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN 

by Dorothy Kenyon 



A former New Yor\ Municipal Court Justice, Judge Kenyon 
has been, on the Unions Board of Directors since 1931. 
Long active in the struggle for womeri;s rights ; she had a 
leading part in the suffrage movement which resulted in 
the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, which guaran- 
teed women the right to vote. Miss Kenyon is Chairman 
of the ACLU's Committee on Women's Rights. 




NUMBER 123, JUNE 1954 

Published monthly, except 

in July and August, by the 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

Ernest Angell, Chairman, Board of Directors 

Arthur Garfield Hays, General Counsel 

Morris L. Ernst, General Counsel 

B. W. Huebsch, Treasurer 

Patrick Murphy Malin, Executive Director 

Entered as secorid-class matter June 20, 1938, at the Post 
Office in New York, N.Y., under the Act of March 3, 
1879' Re-entered as second-class matter October 11, 1949, 
at the New York Post Office under the same Act, Sub- 
scription:- by membership at $2, $5, $10, $25 and up. 

Jeffrey E. Fuller, Editor 



A Letter to the Editor 

Dear Sir: 

As an old member of ACLU, I have long 
regretted, its inconsistent opposition to equal 
legal status for women. Therefore 1 was de- 
lighted to read, as interpreted by Dorothy 
Kenyon [in ,the April 1953 civil liberties], 
the tacit acceptance she gives to the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

Miss Kenyon prefers an amendment to the 
Fourteenth Amendment, which calls for "the 
equal protection of the laws" by adding the 
phrase "without distinction as to sex." This 
of course is merely a rephrasing of the pro- 
posed Equal Rights Amendment now before 
^mr^^rr~etbl^mended by both major politi- 
cal parties: "Equality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged on ac- 
count of sex." 

— Mrs. Florence L. C. Kitchelt 
Chairman, Connecticut ^Committee 
for the Equal Rights Amendment 



ACLU Praises Denial 
Of McCarthy Demand 

Attorney General Brownell's rejection, early 
in the course of the Army-McCarthy hearings, 
of the Wisconsin Senator's demand to declassi- 
fy a secret FBI report on Fort Monmouth 
employees was praised by the ACLU. 

Ernest Angell, Chairman of the Union's 
Board of .Directors, wired Brownell that his 
action "recognized the need for observance of 
full due process where disclosure of investi- 
gative filed information is concerned. . . . Dis- 
closure of investigative information concern- 
ing particular individuals before a congres- 
sional committee cuts across the very essence 
of the Fifth and Sixth Amendments, particu- 
larly the right of individuals charged to con- 
front and cross-examine their accusers and to 
refute accusations. To have placed their names 
before an audience of millions of television 
viewers without an opportunity to defend 
themselves would have been contrary to the 
American tradition of fair treatment, which 
is the heart of our respect for due process." 



The ACLU has recently had occasion to re- 
affirm its opposition to the so-called "Equal 
Rights" Amendment This opposition was ex- 
pressed last year in civil liberties as follows: 

"While applauding the general objective, 
the ACLU has long opposed this particular 
amendment because of its fear that the amend- 
ment as phrased would freeze 'mathematical' 
equality into the Constitution by depriving 
the government of the power to enact differ- 
ential legislation if and when needed to 
achieve true equality. There are areas, par- 
ticularly in the fields of support and labor 
laws, where differential legislation may at any 
given time effect more exact actual equality 
than any mathematically equal laws could 
possibly do. . . . 

"The distinction is ... an important one 
and the police power worth preserving for 
the purpose. Differential legislation . . . 
equalizing in its effect (such as the income 
.tax. law£)-, -.can -be a -valuable tqql is for freedom* 
and should not be lightly thrown into the 
discard. 

"Perhaps a better way of going about this 
particular matter (if we must have an amend- 
ment at all) would be to import into the equal 
protection clauses of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment some of the language of the U.N. Char- 
ter . . 'without distinction as to sex/ 
etc " 

A correspondent, quoted in a parallel col- 
umn, would seek to spell out from this refer- 



Criminal Libel Indictment of 
Fulton Lewis Jr. Is Attacked 

The Union has filed a "frierid-of-the-court" 
brief on behalf of radio commentator Fulton 
Lewis, Jr., who was recently indicted by the 
State of Maryland for criminal libel. The 
basis for the indictment was a letter written 
by Lewis to Governor McKeldin criticizing 
certain St. Mary's County officials for their 
allegedly lax enforcement of liquor and traffic 
laws. 

In its brief the ACLU deplored the use of 
criminal libel laws to stifle free speech and 
charged that the indictment violated the First 
Amendment. "Any person," the brief states, 
"may lawfully comment upon the acts of pub- 
lic officials, criticize candidates for public of- 
fice, and report legislative and judicial pro- 
ceedings without liability so long as he acts 
in good faith. . . 



ence to the Fourteenth Amendment approval 
by us of the proposed new Amendment as 
well. But this is to miss the entire point of 
our position, which is that the Fourteenth 
Amendment permits differential legislation, 
based on reasonable classification, whereas it 
is anybody's guess as to how the new amend- 
ment would be interpreted. Our correspon- 
dent may think she knows the answer; a law-^ 
yer may be pardoned for having doubts and 
preferring certainty to a pig in a poke. 

An additional argument against the pro- 
posed amendment lies in the fact that, as the 
area of legal discrimination against women 
has shrunk, the specific issues which such an 
amendment would cover are becoming by 
now so minor as to be wholly inappropriate 
for handling by constitutional amendment. 
The bulk of the remaining inequalities and dis- 
criminations against women, such as unequal 
pay for equal work, are not based on law at 
jalJL hut;. soleLy on*.habit ^and-customi which an 
amendment limited: to "rights under the law," 
as this one is, could never touch. 

No, there is no short road to freedom, and 
this pleasant-sounding amendment is just an- 
other illusion along the way. 

Perhaps the most hopeful portent for the 
future lies in the Supreme Court's recent 
interpretation of equality under the Four- 
teenth Amendment as applied to segregation 
in our public schools. With sex instead of 
color pleaded as the basis of discrimination, 
this amendment — without change — might 
some day turn out to be the very door to 
equal freedom which we seek. 



NOT WELCOME 

In mid-May the United Nations an- 
nounced that Herr Peter Pjeij}er t a 
former member of the Nazi Party, 
would not become West Germany's of- 
ficial observer at the U.N. His appoint- 
ment in March brought protests from 
the Jewish Labor Committee and from 
the International League for the Rights 
of Man, the world body with which the 
ACLU is affiliated. Speaking for the 
ILRM, Roger Baldwin reminded the 
press as to how the U.N. had come into 
existence and said that Herr Pfeiffer's 
appointment would be an "affront to 
the United Nations." 
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NO-MAN HEARING 

Some Congressmen have been criti- 
cized for holding one-man investigating 
committee hearings, but North Dakota's 
Senator William hanger went a step 
further not long ago, according to the 
New York Times. He held a no-man 
hearing. 

He was presiding over a Senate Judi- 
ciary subcommittee. Other members had 
left. The witness was reading a state- 
ment when the bells rang for a vote on 
the Senate floor. 

Mr. Langer excused himself, instruct- 
ing the witness to go right ahead. By 
the time he got bac\, another witness 
had ta\en the stand. It seemed a bit 
unusual, but nobody made a point of 
order. The Senator, a staff member ex- 
plained, always has prided himself on 
^his practice of conducting hearings in 
an informal manner. 



Union Files Brief Questioning Validity 

Of 14 West Coast Smith Act Convictions 



Censor's Bluff Called by 
Memphis Unitarian Church 

On May 3rd the First Unitarian Church of 
Memphis held a public showing of Charlie 
Chaplin's silent film "Carmen" and became 
the first local group to defy 88-year-old Lloyd 
Binford during his 25 stormy years as Mem- 
phis censor. 

be on hand to enforce his ban on Chaplin's 
1916 burlesque of the Bizet opera, but none 
appeared. Binford had also announced that all 
Chaplin movies are banned in Memphis be- 
cause, in his opinion, the comedian is "a dirty 
filthy character and a London guttersnipe." 

Elmer Rice, chairman of the Union's Na- 
tional Council on Freedom from Censorship, 
protested Binford's original ban and offered 
to help the church fight it in court. 



The conviction of William Schneiderman 
and his thirteen West Coast Communist lead- 
• er co-defendants under the Smith Act should 
be reversed, the ACLU argued in its amicus 
curiae brief filed with the U.S. Court of Ap- 
peals in San Francisco last month, because it 
violates free speech and association rights 
guaranteed by the First Amendment. 

The Union emphasized that the lower court 
had not found that the. California Commu- 

ACLU Fights Ban 
On Mail Delivery 

On May 8th the ACLU challenged as a vio- 
lation of the First Amendment the federal 
law which grants the Post Office Department 
power to stop delivery of all mail to maga- 
zines charged with publishing "obscene" ma- 
terial. 

In its "friend of the court" brief filed with 
the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, 
D.C., the Union argued a number of civil 
liberties points in the case brought by the pub- 
lishers of Sunshine and Health, a nudist 
magazine. A Post Office examiner had found 
certain issues of the magazine "obscene, lewd, 
lascivious, and indecent," and the Postmaster 
General invoked the law, directing that all 



nists' advocacy of their cause presented a 
"clear and present danger," and that punish- 
ing advocacy that does not incite to action, 
irrespective of intent, infringes the free speech 
provisions of the Bill of Rights. 

The West Coast conviction, said the ACLU 
brief, went "far beyond" the decision of the 
U.S. Supreme Court in the original Smith 
Act-Dennis Case, which upheld the constitu- 
tionality of the Smith Act because of a finding 
by the trial court of danger of revolutionary 
action and a finding by the Court of Appeals 
in New York that the danger was "clear and 
probable." 

"In the case at bar the trial Court appears 
to have equated danger and intent," the 
ACLU declared. "It is obvious, therefore, that 
the case was tried on a theory wholly at vari- 
ance with the rule laid down by the Supreme 
Court." 

The Union's brief was written by national 
Board Member Osmond K. Fraenkel, na- 
tional Staff Counsel Herbert Monte Levy, and 
Lawrence Speiser, Staff Counsel to the North- 
ern California Branch. It was filed jointly on 
behalf of both the national and Northern 
California ACLUs. The Southern California 
Branch also filed its own separate amicus 
brief. 

The Smith Act, passed in 1940, prohibits 
the advocacy of violent overthrow of the gpv- 



money order drawn to thepul 

The -ACLU's brief points out that the 
statute enables the government to prevent the 
publisher of a single book thought to be ob- 
scene from putting out any book in the fu- 
ture; it argues that such authority to inhibit 
future publication is unconstitutional. The 
Union does not argue that the mails should 
be" used to circulate obscene material; the brief 
emphasizes that criminal laws can be invoked 
to penalize pornography. 



HOW SILLY CAN YOU GET?' 

Part of an editorial published under the above heading in 
the May 14th Indianapolis Times, a Scripps-Howard paper. 



"The government of the State of Indiana 
this week barred Paul G. Hoffman from 
speaking in Indiana's World War Memorial 
next May 25 on the grounds that the memorial 
is a 'patriotic institution. 1 . . . 

"The 'reason' — shorn of the double-talk 
that flowed when this amazing dictum leaked 
out yesterday — is that Mr. Hoffman is to 
speak under the' sponsorship of the Indiana 
Civil Liberties Union, an organization of 
several hundred leading Indiana citizens dedi- 
cated to upholding the rights and freedoms 
guaranteed to all Americans by our state and 
federal Constitutions. 

"A little handful of aging heroes who like 
to dress themselves up like Storm Troopers 
and salute each other at ceremonial meetings, 
decreed months ago that there wasn't going 



mail sent to the publishers be returned to the ~ 

gpxWW„£orhj^ advocate such ac-^ 

not only in recent Communist cases, burwherT 
it was applied to anti-Stalinist Trotskyites in 
1941 and to a group of alleged pro-Nazis 'in 
1943. 

NYCLU Wins Point in 
Jelke Case Decision 

In reversing the conviction of Minot F. 
Jelke (for compulsory prostitution) because 
the press and public had beerj^exeluded-fron 
his trial while the prosecution's case was 
being presented, New York Appellate Divi- 
sion made a number of points similar to those 
argued by the NYCLU in another aspect of 
the case. 

In its 3-2 decision the appeal court ruled 
that the conviction could not stand because 
the fundamentals of a fair trial had not been 
respected. It said that Judge Francis L. 
Valente's exclusion of the press and public 
during part of the proceedings deprived Jelke 
of an impartial and public trial as guaranteed 
by the Sixth Amendment to the U.S. Consti- 
tution and by state law and the code of crimi- 
nal procedure. 

The ACLU's New York branch last fall 
filed a brief in the appeal brought by seven 
newspapers and press associations contending 
that Judge Valente's ban had violated the pub- 
lic's right of access to information and had 
run afoul of the First, Sixth and Fourteenth 
Amendments. 
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to be any civil liberties union in Indiana — and 
even boasted they would bar it from every 
meeting place in the state — they almost suc- 
ceeded then. 

"Apparendy their ideas still prevail. . . . 
Once again, as *it was when this happened be- 
fore, the whole state of Indiana is going to 
be held up in shame before the nation as a 
stronghold of bigotry and thought-control and 
fascism — which it truly is not. 

"One thing these self-appointed censors 
have convinced us of though: 

"Indiana really does need an organized de- 
fense of civil liberties. 

"This action, again, infringes the constitu- 
tional and the civil rights of every man, 
woman and child in this state." 



-4g 



ATHLETES 

In mid-May the ACLU called on the 
House Armed Services Committee to 
conduct its investigation of the Army's 
alleged "coddling" of well-known sports 
figures without disclosing the names of 
the athletes involved. 

Board Chairman Ernest Angell point- 
ed out that "while apparently there are 
no derogatory allegations against the 
athletes themselves, it is difficult for the 
public to avoid the impression, that the 
sports figures were responsible for the 
special treatment, if any, given them." 

The purpose of the Committee's in- 
quiry can be accomplished just as swift- 
ly without naming the athletes involved, 
said the ACLU. "There may be a lessen- 
ing of press interest . . . but this could 
be offset by the attention given to the 
Committee's respect for the civil liber- 
ties principle of due process, by its 
avoiding- the naming of persons the 
Committee feels are blameless." 



Philadelphia ACLU Acts to Preserve Federal 
Habeas Corpus Law Against 42 States' Suit 



The Philadelphia ACLU is challenging the 
contention of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania (in which it is joined by 41 other states) 
that federal courts cannot grant writs of 

Union Asks Elimination of 
New Housing Loyalty Oath 

Late in May the ACLU called on the Senate 
Banking and Currency Committee to elimi- 
nate from the general housing bill an amend- 
ment requiring loyalty oaths from occupants 
of all federally-assisted housing. 

The Union's protest, signed by Board Chair- 
man Ernest Angell, was directed against the 
McCormack Amendment passed by the 
House. The new proviso extends the scope 
of the Gwinn Amendment, which covers only 
residents in certain low-rent federally-aided 
housing. 

On June 1st it was learned that the Senate 
Committee had excised the loyalty oath pro- 
vision from the housing bill. 



TWENTY- FIVE YEARS WITH THE ACLU 




a book review 
by Roger N. Baldwin 

The Union's founder and "Executive Direc- 
tor, until 1950, here comments on the ' 

au to bio m :at)hv~,oi his chie fs -sta^assistanf 

^ffom 1920- to 1945- EDUCATION OF 
AN AMERICAN LIBERAL, by Lucille 
Milner, 1954, 312 pages, Horizon Press, 
$3.95, (This volume may be obtained in 
boo\ stores or direct from Horizon Press, 
220 West 42nd Street, New Yor\ 36, N.Y. 
Please do . not order it from the ACLU.) 




It may seem to some inappropriate for me 
who played so large a part in the events to 
review a book by my colleague, Lucille Mil- 
ner, for twenty-five years Secretary of the 
* ^CL't^HBatrperhaps nobody else could testify 
with more authority to the fairness and ac- 
curacy with which she has presented our con- 
troversial record, based on three years of study 
of the Union's voluminous files and her own 
recollections. 

While it is autobiography, written with 
sensitive and passionate feeling, it is more a 
vivid story of the Union's major struggles 
from its World War I origins to 1945. It is 
the only book so far to cover from the inside 
the Union's operations — filled with personali- 
ties, dramatic cases and, fighting issues, spiced 
with personal experience and comment. It is 
thus invaluable^feading for all who would 
either recount those exciting years or gain a 
better understanding of the Union's character. 

Mrs. Milner has her permissable prejudices 
and interpretations. She devotes some thirty 
pages to a personal view of the controversy 
in 1940 over the formal exclusion of Commu- 
nists, fellow-travelers and other anti-demo- 
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crats from the Union's councils. Although she 
agreed with the policy then, she now feels 
guilty over a CLU "loyalty test." She de- 
plores now, too, the expulsion of Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn for Communist Party member- 
ship; and the resignation of Dr. Harry Ward 
as National Chairman, prompted by the ex- 
clusion policy. Her own resignation in 1945 
over differences on defense of the rights of 
presumed Nazi sympathizers in the Smith 
Act seditious conspiracy case, is presented only 
with sadness over such a split with old col- 
leagues. 

But these personal views of controversial 
issues only add interest to what is mainly a 
fascinating factual record of her work and 
experience as the devoted — mostly unpaid — 
full-time Secretary of the Union for a quarter 
of a century. 

The book is presented with an arresting in- 
troduction by Alviri Johnson, president emeri- 
tus of the New School for Social Research, 
and with warm jacket endorsements by some 
who read the manuscript— among them Elea- 
nor Roosevelt, Pearl Buck, Francis Biddle, 
Manley O. Hudson, and Irwin Edman. 



habeas corpus in cases where states have juris- 
diction. A federal law of 1867 'specifically 
gives a lower federal court the power to 
issue habeas corpus writs whenever it rules 
that liberty has been restrained in violation 
of federal law. 

This vital constitutional dispute grew out 
of the case of Theodore Elliott who was sen- 
tenced to death for murder. The state court, 
in imposing death rather than life imprison- 

r~ \ 

Bulletin: On June 2nd the Court unani- 
mously upheld the authority of federal courts 
to grant writs of habeas corpus to prisoners 
of the states. But it turned down Elliott's 
own application. 

V , / 

ment, was guided by the report of a psychia- 
trist later shown to be mentally ill himself. 

After exhausting other remedies, Elliott's 
counsel took his case to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third District asking for a 
writ of habeas corpus on the ground that 
Elliott has been sentenced to death in the 
state courts in violation of due process of law. 



29% FOR FREEDOM 

Not long ago George Gallup had his 
American Institute of Public Opinion 
^rj,ol%l:ers^ask tihe following, question, of 
Americans from coast to coast: 

"Suppose a person known to favor 
Communism wanted to make a speech 
in this city (town) — do you think he 
should be allowed to make the speech, 
or not?" 

Gallup reported this vote nationwide: 
(percent) 

Should be allowed 29 

Should not 67 

No opinion 4 



100 



Union Opposes Threat to 
Church-State Separation 

In mid-May the Union went on record as 
being against, a proposed amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution which would recognize the 
"authority and law of Jesus Christ." The 
amendment now being considered by Senator 
Langer's Senate Judiciary Committee would * 
make the following language part of the su- 
preme law of the land: "This Nation recog- 
nizes the authority and law of Jesus Christ, 
Saviour and Ruler of nations through whom 
are bestowed the blessings of Almighty God." 

In the protest it filed with Senator Langer, 
the ACLU stressed its adherence to the tradi- 
tional American doctrine of separation of 
church and state. The proposed amendment, 
known as Senate Joint Resolution 87, is now 
expected to die in committee. 



ALCOA HAPPY 

Time reports that Alcoa, which spon- 
sors Edward R. Murrow's "See It Now" 
TV show, is pleased with the benefits 
accruing from Murrow's battle with 
Sen, McCarthy. The show's audience 
has increased tenfold, to 30,000,000, 
and Alcoa and CBS have received al- 
most 50,0000 letters, more than four to 
one in favor of Murrow. 



Enrollment Up — Buf State of ACLU Funds 
Prompts Special Summer Appeal to Members 



Anti-Woman Bias in 
Tax Bill Protested 

J 

In a protest to Rep. Daniel A. Reed, House 
Ways and Means Committee Chairman, the 
ACLU took issue with the committee's deci- 
sion to permit, in the new tax bill, certain de- 
ductions for child care expenses by widows, 
widowers, and legally separated persons, but 
not by married couples except where the 
husband is incapable of self-support. 

The Union charged that the bill infringes 
the civil rights of women because it places 
them under a special disability based on their 
sex: "Under such a law, women would not 
have the same freedom as men to move in 
and out of the labor market. It would be 
something akin to the means test, one of the 
chief discriminatory practices against women 
which have blocked their efforts to achieve 
-Ml-lsrqiialityT" — — . — 



More than eight hundred new 'members 
joined the ACLU during May, and the 
Union's national membership grew to a net 
total of 26,200, This includes all integrated 
branches — the Northern California Branch, 
which maintains its membership separately, 
claims an enrollment of 3,350. 

Over a hundred of May's new members are 
'students and teachers at Swarthmore College 
who joined as a result of a special campus 
membership drive conducted by two students, 
Jonathan Fine and Mike Dukakis, under the 
general supervision of the Union's Greater 
Philadelphia Branch. Many more signed up 
during the course of campaigns put on by 
the Southern California ACLU and the 



The ACLU also criticized Rep. Reed for his 
comment that "We decided that the tax laws 
should not encourage mothers to leave the 
home except in cases of dire necessity." "Your 
remark," said the Union, "would place the 
Ways and Means Committee outside the scope 
of its responsibility for writing of tax legisla- 
tion to a general ordering of private lives." 




Illinois Division. More than half of May's 
800 responded to membership appeals they 
received from the national office over Elmer 
Davis' signature, and it is hoped that in June 
hundreds more will answer the Davis appeal. 

In spite of the encouraging rise in member- 
ship, the Union's regular income during the 
first four months of the 1954-55 fiscal year 
has been only $64,500. This is only about 
12% over the corresponding figure last year, 
whereas this year's budget for expenditures 
($290,000) is predicated on better than a 30% 
increase over last year's income. Expenditures 
this year have already amounted to about 
$100,000, and $35,500 of our February 1st 
$61,000 reserve fund has already been used 
to get the Union through these early "slim" 
months. 

To help the ACLU deal with its obviously 
critical financial situation a Summer 1 Special 
Funds Appeal is being mailed to all mem- 
bers this month. The Union's fiscal difficul- 
ties would be at, an end, and our organization 
could accomplish much more in its defense of 
civil liberties, if every member would" do one 
of two things during June: 

(1) send a Special Funds contribution, or 

(2) sign up a new member (use blank be- 
low or write in for promotional ma- 
terial.) 



Fitzpatrick, St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

TOTALITARIAN BIRD 
ROOSTING IN AMERICA 



James Lawrence Fly States the Union's Case 
Against Wiretap Bill; Also Asks Safeguards 

The Union's opposition to wiretapping was 
spelled out in mid-May in testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee by ACLU 
Board Member James Lawrence Fly, former 
Chairman of the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Fly termed wiretapping "destructive of per- 
sonal liberties" and essentially a "dragnet" 
kind of police operation, and he went on to 
say: 

"In the tapping of one private phone, the 
dragnet would involve the privacy of all per- 
sons using the phone, all persons called, and 
all calling in to anyone. In the case of tapping 
party lines, the effect of the invading dragnet 
would be multiplied with sweeping effect. 
And so much more in the case of public 
phones in halls and booths. 

"As a matter of physical necessity the wire- 



ACLU members of the following categories recefrt' 
civil liberties each month (except July and Augtfjt) 
and the Union's 160-page report on U.S. liberies 
1951-1953, "We Hold These Truths: Freedom- 
Justice — Equality"; they are entitled to single copies 
of some 25 pamphlets, on request: f 

PARTICIPATING MEMBER ,5100 

COOPERATING MEMBER L. $50 

SUSTAINING MEMBER ™ $25 

SUPPORTING MEMBER ™ $10 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER $5 

Associate Members, at $2, receive civil liberties 
and the annual report. A weekly bulletin'is available, 
on request, to members paying dues o£^|l0 or more. 
By joining the national ACLU you aiilc^rmtically ^ 
become a member of any existing active local AfeaitS 
organization in your area,* which will share in your 
dues, or of any new branch organized where you 
live. The more you give, the more your local gets. 

*Bxcept in northern California, where the local ACLU 
maintains its membership separately. However, the 
national ACLU also welcomes support from this area. 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Hfth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

The ACLU needs and welcomes the sup' 
port of all those — and only those — 
whose devotion to civil liberties is not 
qualified by adherence to Communist, Fas- 
cist, KKK, or other totalitarian doctrine. 



tapper breaches all the confidential relations 
protected by our democratic system, e.g., hus- 
band and wife, parent and child, minister and 
parishioner, lawyer and client, doctor and 
patient." 

In addition to restating the Union's tradi- 
tional basic opposition to wiretapping, Fly 
said that if Congress decides to pass legisla- 
tion of this kind it should include a number of 

important safeguards. Among' these w.ere: (tL)> * Please enroll me as a NEW MEMBER of .the ACLU. 
authority to grant tap permits shouldrbe vested' 

only in Federal judge!; ,(2 % tapping should,;?^ is my $ membership, contribution. 

be forbidden except ori reatonable % asfs for PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY , 

belief of actual (as opposed to potential) trea- 
son, sabotage, espionage, or kidnapping; (3) 
monthly and annual reports should be made 
public of the number of wiretap permits 
sought and granted, and of the number 
resulting in prosecution or conviction for 
each type of case. 



Name 



Address 



City..., 



Zone 



State... 



Occupation 
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CIVIL LIBERTIES 
around the nation 



Wisconsin: In an attempt to solve the disappearance last October of a 15-year-old girl, 
more than 2,000 high-school boys and girls in LaCrosse last month underwent a mass lie de- 
tector test. 



Alabama: A Birmingham Federal Court jury last month convicted two white brothers 
of holding terrorized Negro workers in slavery on their prosperous west Alabama farm. 

California: Movie producer Samuel Goldwyn is under fire in certain quarters 1 for hav- 
ing purchased the screen rights to "Guys and Dolls." The "Motion Picture Alliance for the 
Preservation of American Ideals" attacked the veteran Hollywood figure of having dealt with 
Abe Burrows, co-author and director of the hit Broadway show. The Alliance says that a 
House committee reports that Mr. Burrows was "very vague" in answering its questions 
regarding his alleged Communist Party connections three years ago. 

Nevada: In a major victory for academic freedom, the Nevada Supreme Court on 
April 20 ordered the state university to reinstate Dr. Frank Richardson, who* was fired from 
the Biology Department a year ago on charges of insubordination. Actually, Richardson had 
opposed the University Regents and President in their move to lower the college's entrance re- 
quirements so as to admit any Nevada high school graduate, whatever his grades. 

Texas: Early last month the U.S. Supreme Court reversed the murder conviction of Pete 
Hernandez and ruled unanimously that the systematic exclusion from jury service in Texas 
of persons of Mexican descent violated the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

Illinois: Early last month Donald Howard and his wife and two small children moved 
out of Chicago's riot-rocked Trumbull Park Federal Housing Project. Police officials as- 
sured him that all rioting would end or be sternly repressed if the Howards moved out, 
since the anger of the mobs seemed directed mainly against him as the first Negro tenant 
in the development. Howard agreed to move only after the ten other Negro families in jhe 
ii -~Ttrf^ks^ stay "as a matter"' of principle ancTright." Howard's lawyer 

revealed that the nine months of terror and violence had "almost destroyed the whole 
Howard family, mentally and physically." 



CLU of Mass. Challenging 
Sfate Anti-Communist Law 

The Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts 
is challenging the validity of the 1951 state 
anti-Communist law under which Otis Archer 
Hood, long-time head of the Massachusetts 
Communist Party, has been indicted. The 
ACLU's Bay State chapter emphasizes that it 
does not defend the doctrines or actions of 
the Communist Party, but rather the consti- 
tutional rights of free speech and assembly 
and due process to which all citizens are en- 
tided. 

"It is our belief," said Howard S.Whiteside, 
CLUM's Counsel, "that the 1951 statute is 
inconsistent with the Federal Security (Mc- 
Carran) Act of 1950, which specifically recog- 
nizes the legality of mere membership in the 
Communist Party, and that the state law' 
seeks to condemn an organization and its 
^members without a hearing, qx due process," ^ r ,« > ^-cs^ 



BOOK NOTES 



PLEASE ORDER THESE WORKS FROM BOOK 
STORES OR PUBLISHERS, 7l0t FROM ACLU. 



Minnesota; Delegates representing some 6,000 Baptist churches in 34 states met in 
Minneapolis last month. They adopted unanimously a "Statement by Baptists Concerning 
Freedom" which denounced those "so intent upon combatting the menace of communism 
that they adopt the very principles and methods which make communism itself frightening." 



Connecticut: The State Supreme Court of Errors recently upheld a ruling by the 
Connecticut Civil Rights Commission that a Negro was excluded from membership in an 
electric^workers union solely because of his race and that therefore the union had violated 
Ca state FEPC law. - 



ON EDUCATION AND FREEDOM, by 
Harold Taylor. 1954. 320 pp. New York: 
Abelard-Schuman. $3.50. 
In a series of essays on the moral values of 
the liberal arts, the role of the college presi- 
"SehT, the "education of women, and — inevit- 
ably — Communism on the campus, Mr, Tay- 
lor (who is president of Sarah Lawrence Col- 
lege and a member of the ACLU's Academic 
Freedom Committee) outlines his philosophy 
of higher education as the development of the 
mature human being capable of intelligent 
self-direction. Civil libertarians should find 
this boo\ a challenging statement of an edu- 
cational creed. 



Massachusetts: The State Senate recendy voted down a bill approved earlier in the 
lower House which would have reversed the 1692 conviction and hanging of six women for 
witchcraft. 



Virgin Islands: Washington is getting an increasing number of protests from indi- 
viduals and groups in this U.S. colony about the new "organic act" Congress is writing for 
the area. The local Legislative Assembly, political factions, and much of the Islands' press 
say the new^aw^is^^^ deny the self-rule which has been pledged. 



THE STRANGER AT OUR GATE — 
AMERICA'S IMMIGRATION POLI- 
CY, by Hubert H. Humphrey, Jr. 1954. 
28 pp. Public Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 
36th St., New York 16, N.Y. 25^ post- 
paid. 

Senator Humphrey analyzes the present Mc~ 
Carran-W alter Law in clear, easy-to-read fa- 
shion, and goes on to recommend new legisla- 
tion which would be much more in peeping 
wtih America's traditions and current needs. 
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